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SAMAHAN NG MGA MAGSASAKA NG ZIGZAG, STA LUCIA, LUZVIMINDA, PUERTO PRINCESA CITY (SMZSLLPPC, INC) PUROK ZIGZAG, LUZVIMINDA , PUERTO PRNCESA CITY.











10 JUNE 2020

Conrado S. Guevarra 

Provincial Agrarian Reform Officer II 
City, Coliseum, San Pedro, 
Puerto Princesa City  
Subject: Request for Reconsideration on the DECISION of PARO holding in abeyance the conduct of the Field Validation.

Sir:

1. References:
a) Memo of the Regional Director Zoraida O. Macadindang, AL HADJ, JD to PARPO Conrado S. Guevarra, dated 03 February 2020.     

b) Re: Your letter to President, SMZSLLPPC dtd. 13 march 2020.
 c) Certification from CENRO on the land classification of SMZSLLPPC’ land holding, issued on 02 march 2020.
d) Re: Your letter to President, SMZSLLPPC, dtd. 3 march 2020.  
e) Memo from SARPOs Gloria P. Almazan and Emillio G. lobederio jr. for Director, BLTI, dtd. 03 july 2017.
2. The Regional Director, DAR MIMAROPA issued a Memo in annex “A” above, placing subject landholding of SMZSLLPPC under CARP coverage “to be segregated from BUCOR-IPPF for distribution to landless farmer beneficiaries”.
3. This memo further directed your office “to do the inventory/CSW for validation early 1st Quarter of 2020”, and “same landholding will be covered under AO 75”.

4. And your initial action presumably in compliance with that memo-you held a meeting on 02 March 2020 inviting personnel from CENRO and DA. These personnel will form part of the Field Validation Team.

5. But due to the alleged lack of necessary documents on the part of CENRO to carry out its functions, the sked validation supposed to be undertaken 2-6 March 2020 did not push through (annex “D”).

6. On 03 March 2020, CENRO issued a CERTIFICATION, furnishing your office, stating that Barangay Sta. Lucia Puerto Princesa City, where IPPF and subject landholding are located is classified as “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST”, and same further states that “the said area of brgy. Sta Lucia is under the jurisdiction of Bureau of Corrections (BUCOR) – Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm (IPPF) of the Department of Justice (DOJ) by virtue of Executive Order No. 67 issued by Governor Newton Gilbert on October 15 1912”.   

7. And on the basis of this CERTIFICATION in annex “C” you decided to temporary hold the conduct of the planned Field Validation.

8. This is our (SMZSLLPPC) reactions to the DISCONTINUANCE of the Field Validation:
a) Firstly, your letter in annex “B” is dated 13 March 2020 but we received it only on 04 June 2020 when we came to your office to make a follow up. It took almost three months for us to receive your letter when the distance of your office from ours is just a little miles away.
b) On the issue of temporary stoppage of the conduct of Field Validation: 

b-1) the CENRO CERTIFICATION showing the classification of subject landholding as “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” has no conclusive effect on the discontinuance of the sked validation. In the first place, it is DAR not DENR has the primary responsibility to determine whether a certain land holding is to be covered for CARP. Second, to say that lands classified as “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” cannot be covered for CARP constitutes only half truth. The whole truth is that “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” devoted to or suitable for agriculture can be covered for CARP. To state that “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” in any situation cannot be covered for CARP has no legal basis. Nowhere can you find any provisions of law that will support that assertion. Thirdly, under the similar circumstance, you failed to cite the specific legal basis to justify your DECISION on the said temporary stoppage of validation. Fourthly, to be more specific, under section 4, RA 6657, as amended, clearly states in part that “all lands of public domain suitable for agriculture” and “all other land owned by the Government devoted to or suitable for agriculture” are within the scope and coverage of CARP. Now, we know very well that “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” is part of public domain. If the farm land falls under the classification and same is devoted to or suitable for agriculture then, this land can be covered for CARP as in the case of SMZSLLPPC’ land holding. Fifth, this is the reason why EO. 75 was promulgated to cover “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST LAND” to be covered for CARP, and this Executive Order prescribed for the Acquisition Process to cover recoverable Government Owned Land (GOL)  which process includes the validation stage to determine whether farm land classified as “UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” is suitable for agriculture or not. Thus, the validation as ordered by Director Macadingdang is in order and should be complied by your Office. There is no legal obstruction to proceed with the validation. In the case of reservations or recoverable Government owned land (GOL) such as the IPPF, in order to be covered for CARP, the implementing guidelines are EO 75 series of 2019 and its IRR, EO 407, EO 448, etc. Sixth, the issuance of CARP coverage memo/order presupposes that subject land holding has been predetermined, screened, or examined to pass test on the CARPABILITY of the land. The suitability of subject land holding for agriculture has been shown in annex “E”, video clip on the area as attached in the application/petition for CARP coverage and other supporting documents likewise attached in the application. Seventh, the fact that subject land holding does not fall under the exemptions for CARP coverage under Sec. 10, RA, 6657 and same landholding is not either exempted for CARP coverage prescribed under 5.2.1, Sec. 5 RULE III, joint DAR-DOJ ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER No. 07, Series of 2019. Eighth, to date, the BUCOR-IPPF, DENR/PENRO/CENRO, LGU and other stake holders of subject land holding have not or failed to submit their objection or opposition to our petition/application for CARP coverage when they are given all the opportunity to do so. Thus, the issuance of the CARP coverage order over the subject land holding is justified and legally in order under the circumstances. 
9. The classification of the land as “UNCLASIFIED PUBLIC FOREST” is not per se, absolute or outright disqualification for CARP coverage. This has to be validated in the field to determine its suitability for agriculture. If it is as in the case of our land holding then it will be placed under the coverage of carp.
10. These are the reasons why we insist on the continuance of the Field Validation after all it is the Regional Director of DAR not DENR nor even the PARO, who has the exclusive authority to decide all stages of the Acquisition Process under EO 75 and its IRR, up to the final stage which is the distribution of the land to qualified Agrarian Reform Beneficiaries.
Thank you very much and mabuhay po kayo! 

By Authority of the President:
Very respectfully yours  



Pacivensidro A. Cataylo 











VP for Administration 











09171599343

Copy furnished:
1. ATTY. DAVID D. ERRO

    Undersecretary, Field Operation Office 

    Department of Agrarian Reform 

    Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 

2. The Regional Director 

    DAR, MIMAROPA 

    Department of Agrarian Reform 

    Elliptical Road, Diliman, Quezon City 
3. CENRO

4. PENRO 
H











