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§§§ REPUBLIC Or (HE PHILIPPINES

m DEPARTMENT OF AGRARIAN REFORM

Tunay na Pagbabago sa Repormang Agraryo
17 June 2020

PACIVENSIDRO A. CATAYLO

VP for Administration

Samahan ng mga Magsasaka ng Zigzag, Sta. Lucia, D

Luzviminda, Puerto Princesa City (SMZSLLPPC, INC.) 18

Purok Zigzag, Luzviminda, Puerto Princesa City 2020
REO)— Lefiey /9237

Dear Mr. CATAYLO: P}LM/'N—zo—bc-q“,

Good day!

This has reference to your letter dated 10 June 2020 requesting for reconsideration of
the PARO’s decision which held in abeyance the conduct of the field validation. In the same
letter, you enumerated your organizations’ reaction and position on certain issues which we
believed has already been acted upon many times in numerous occasions when you and your
colleagues visited this office.

We would like to inform you that on 07 February 2020, The DAR Provincial Office
(DARPO) in the province of Palawan has received two memos both dated 03 February 2020
from the DAR Regional Office of MIMAROPA where the DARPO received instructions
from the Regional Director to provide a direct reply to Mr. Francisco Cabuverde and
SMZSLLPPC and take appropriate action on the request particularly on the
validation/segregation/transfer and distribution of 1,150 hectares of land claimed to be
occupied by your group, SMZSLLPPC.

On 13 February 2020, PARO Conrado S. Guevarra has directed the Municipal
Agrarian Reform Program Officer (MARPO) of Puerto Princesa City to conduct research and
gather documents necessary and determinative of the possibility of covering the land subject
of your request and at the same time instructed the Land Tenure Improvement Division to
immediately coordinate with the Department of Agriculture (DA) and the Department of
Environment and Natural Resocurces (DENR] for the determination of land classification and
its suitability to agriculture of the 1,150 hectares of land occupied by your group.

On 17 February 2020, the DARPO sent a letter addressed to Mr. Cabuverde and
SMZSLLPPC informing them of the schedule of Field Validation which slated on March 2-
6, 2020 while notices of Field Validation for DENR-PENRO, DENR-CENRO and the
Superintendent of Iwahig Prison and Penal Farm (IPPF) were being prepared.

On 02 March 2020, a meeting was held between DAR, DA, and DENR. The
personnel of DENR-CENRO of Puerto Princesa City informed us that the subject iand IS
NOT WITHIN THE ALIENABLE AND DISPOSABLE area but BELONGS TO
AREAS WITHIN THE UNCLASSIFIED FOREST. In the said meeting, however, DENR
personnel did not bring along documents such as maps, technical descriptions and land
classifications.

The DARPO personnel on the following day paid a visit to the Office of the CENRO
tohpe;stoilnally see the land classification map and its corresponding Technical Descriptions
which the DENR personnel shown that the Barangay where the land occupied b
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and st;i;ect of possible CARP vaerage is within the Unclassified Public For);syt, Ognr thg
same day, Fhe DAR I?ersgnnel_ tried to get a copy of a DENR Certification containing the
corresponding land classification of the barangays covering IPPF but CENRO Felizardo

Cayatoc who has the exclusivel authori i
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b e b y ty to sign the document was out of his office for an
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Mangingisda, Montible, Sta. Lucia, and Inagawan which comprises the IPPF and covers the
1,150 hectares of land occupied by your group and subject of possible CARP coverage has
been verified to be WITHIN THE UNCLASSIFIED PUBLIC FOREST.

As a matter of prescribed procedure, coverage of a particular land under the CARP
and even under Executive Order No. 75, Series of 2019 have its own meticulous process that
needs to be complied with before the DAR can place any particular land for coverage under
the CARP, it is a prerequisite to secure documents to support its claims and legal basis from
covering the subject landholding. One of the voluminous documents that DAR needed to get
hold of is the DENR-CENRO Certification stating that the subject land is within the
Alienable and Disposable (A & D) area. Without the DENR A & D Certification issued in
favor of subject iandholding, the DAR cannot proceed with coverage.

Alienable and Disposable (A & D) lands refer to lands of the public domain
which have been released and proclaimed as such by the President from the mass of
unclassified public lands, or reclassified as such from other forms of classification through an
Act of Congress. For purposes of their administration and disposition A & D lands are
sub-classified as follows: i) agricultural; ii) residential, commercial, industrial or for
similar productive purposes; iii) educational, charitable, or other similar purposes;, or
iv) reservations for town sites and for public and quasi-public uses.

Under Section 4 of Republic Act 6657 or CARP Law of 1988 as amended by RA
9700 provides that, more specifically the following lands are covered by CARP,

a) All alienable and disposable lands of the public domain devoted to
or suitable for agriculture. No reclassification of forest or mineral
lands to agricultural lands shall be undertaken after the approval of
this Act until Congress, taking into account ecological,
developmental and equity considerations, shall have determined by
law, the specific limits of the public domain;

b) All lands of the public domain in excess of the specific limits as
determined by Congress in the preceding paragraph.

XXX XXX XXX

Section 5 of Joint DAR-DENR-NCIP Administrative Order No. 01, Series of 2012
provides that the Jurisdiction of DAR, pursuant to Section 4 of RA 6657 as clarified by Joint
DAR-DENR Memorandum Circular No. 9, Series of 1995 and Joint DAR-DENR MC No. 14
and 19, Series of 1997, the following lands are under the jurisdiction of DAR:

a) All A & D lands of the public domain devoted to or suitable for
agriculture which were:

1) Proclaimed by the President as DAR Resettlement projects and
places under the administration of DAR for distribution to
qualified beneficiaries under CARP;

2) Placed by law under the jurisdiction of DAR;

3) Previously proclaimed for the use of government departments,
agencies and instrumentalities and SUBSEQUENTLY TURNED
OVER TO DAR pursuant to E.O. 407 Series of 1990, as
amended by E.O. 448 and 506, Series of 1992.
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[image: image3.jpg]Thus, Unclassified Public Forest is not within the Jurisdiction of DAR. Hence the
DAR cannot proceed with the validation and cover the subject land under CARP.

The DARPO did not proceed with the supposed validation last March 2-6, 2020 since
the land subject of the validation is verified by virtue of a DENR Certification to be within
the Unclassified Public Forest. As we had mentioned earlier, Without the DBENR A & D
Certification issued in faveor of subject landholding, the DAR cannot proceed with its
coverage.

With the information at hand, On 17 March 2020, we again send Mr. Cabuverde a
ietter copy furnished our Regional Office informing him that the DARPO will not proceed
with the field validation activities because the area subject of possible CARP coverage was
found to be within the Unclassified Public Forest. However, our letter has not immediately
reached Mr. Cabuverde as all of the government offices and entities, including the Post
Office have received order for immediate closure by the government in lieu of Enhanced
Community Quarantine (ECQ) being implemented all over the country. On the same date,
we also submitted our Field Validation Report to the Regional Director containing the result
of the meeting attached with the Certifications issued by the DENR CENRO that the 1,150
hectares occupied by the petitioner SMZSLLPPC, Inc. is not within the A &D area but fell
within the area of Unclassified Public Forest. Unfortunately, said report was not
immediately received by the Regional Office as sending and receiving of our
communications, memos and correspondences were all affected by the ECQ.

Further, we would like to inform you that all landholdings placed under the coverage
of CARP always starts and emanates from the field level and not the other way around that
you keep on insisting. The instructions of the DAR MIMAROPA Region is primarily for the
validation to check if it is feasible to cover under CARP.

Under Executive Order No. 75, Series of 2019, though, intended to amplify the
authority of DAR towards covering Government-Owned Lands (GOLs) and its distribution
to qualified landless farmers in the country, it is not meant to supersede but aimed to
harmonize with other existing laws and procedures.

Under Section 5 of Rule III of Joint DAR-DOJ Administrative Order No. 07, Series
of 2019 also known as the Implementing Rules and Regulations (JRR) of Executive Order
No. 75, Series of 2019, stated that,

“the DAR, in coordination with the DENR and the DA, shall undertake the
validation of the lands listed in the inventory, taking into consideration their
suitability for agriculture use, LIMITATIONS ON THEIR USE UNDER
EXISTING LAWS AND ISSUANCES, their respective metes and bounds,
and such other relevant criteria provided herein.”

Likewise, item No. 4 of the Subsection 5.2.1 of Rule III of the IRR clearly indicated
that,

“Inclusion of the Governmeni-Owned Land does not violate any
limitations and conditions provided under applicable laws, rules and
issuances.”

Further, under subsection 5.2.3. of Rule III of the IRR, provided that the role of the
DENR was clearly defined as;

a) Provi«:.le maps and other tools and reference materials that shall provide
technical data such as location, LAND CLASSIFICATION, land use/cover,
etc. that are relevant and useful in the validation of coverable GOLs; and,
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b) Provide technical assistance TO ASCERTAIN THE COVERABILITY OF
THE GOLs IN TERMS OF LAND CLASSIFICATION and slope, IN

ACCORDANCE WITH EXISTING LAWS AND ISSUANCES, upon
request of DAR.

Hoping this letter addressed your concerns once more. We shall be glad to assist you
as always.

Thank you for writing us.

ENGR. RICARDO SA. FRANCISCO, CSEE
OIC-Provincial Asrarian Reform Program Officer IT

RDM/RABV/fld

e
1) Atty. David D. Emro
Undersecretary, Field Operations Office
DAR Central Office, Elliptical Road, Quezon City

2) The Regional Director
DAR-MIMAROPA
Elliptical Road, Quezon City

3) DAR Municipal Office
Puerto Princesa City
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