Republic of the Philipaines
Department of Environment and M*"ral Resources
MIMAROPA Region
, COMMUNITY.ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
f National Highway, Bgy. Alfonso XllI, Quezon, Palawan
g
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Contact No.: 0917-160-4920
Email: cenroquezon@denr.gov.ph

June 14, 2021

MEMORANDUM
FOR : The Regional Executive Director

DENR MIMAROPA Region

1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila
THRU : The Provincial Environment and

Natural Resources Officer

Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City
FROM : The Community Environment and

Natural Resources Officer
SUBJECT : MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON JUNE 10, 2021 AT THE

COVERED COURT OF BRGY. CALATEGAS, NARRA, PALAWAN
RE: CONSTRUCTION OF ROAD ALLEGEDLY TRAVERSED A
MANGROVE FOREST AREA IN PUROK PINAG-ISA, BRGY.
CALATEGAS, NARRA, PALAWAN.

Forwarded is the minutes of the meeting conducted last June 10, 2021 at the covered court
of Bgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan with the purpose to resolve issues anent construction of access
road leading to the construction of Seawall Project thereat. It will be recalled that the issue was
brought to the attention of DENR PENR Officer in a letter dated May 24, 2021 of Atty. Robert
Chan, Executive Director of PNNI. Consequently, it was relayed to CENRO Quezon for proper
action. This Office thru the In-Charge of Narra Station immediately conducted field investigation
and result was forwarded on June 3, 2021. Along this line, a round table meeting among concerned
agencies stakeholders/residents thereat was conducted on June 10, 2021 to come up resolution of
the issue without prejudice to the environment and the interest of the public.

The meeting was attended by concerned officials of DENR CENRO Quezon, DENR Narra
Station, DPWH, Municipal LGU of Narra, Barangay LGU of Calategas, 2™ Congressional District
of Palawan, PNNI and some residents of Barangay Calategas. In that meeting, except for PNNI all
participants have expressed their progressive support to the project. Given the fact that the subject
area is within the Alienable and Disposable land characterized by a swampy area and mangrove
species tends to grow, however, the road was constructed in slight zigzag direction to avoid damage
of patches of back mangrove trees (landward species). Besides, prior to the construction of road, the
proponent and concerned LGUs went through a process of series of public consultation and have
secured waiver from affected residents.

Moreover, the field personnel who conducted the investigation are confident that the
construction caused only minimal damage particularly of branches of trees along the edge of the
road and no mangrove trees were cut or covered during the construction as they have conducted
inspection and took geo-tagged pictures of the area before and after road construction to ensure
that the road will traverse in open areas. Attached are geo-tagged pictures.

For your information, reference and further instruction.
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FROM: s The In-Chrage, Narra Station : -

SUBJECT : MINUTES OF THE MEETING HELD ON JUNE 10, 2021
AT THE COVERED COURT OF CALATEGAS NARRA,
PALAWAN RE: THE ROAD CONSTRUCTION THAT
ALLEGEDLY PASSES THROUGH MANGROVE FOREST

Respectfully submitted the above-subject minutes of meeting undertaken last
June 10, 2021 at the covered court of Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan.

Enclosed in the said minutes are copies of attendance sheet and geotag pictures
taken during the above meeting event.

For information, reference and record.




MINUTES OF MEETING HELD ON MAY 10, 2021 AT THE COVERED
COURT OF BRGY. CALATEGAS, NARRA, PALAWAN RE: CONSTRUCTION
OF ROAD WHICH ALLEGEDLY TRAVERSED A MANGROVE FOREST
AREA IN PUROK PINAG-ISA, BRGY. CALATEGAS, NARRA, PALAWAN

INTRODUCTION

In reference with the recommendation of the investigating team in their report dated
May 31, 2021 appertaining the above road construction, on June 7, 2021, the CENR
Officer of DENR CENRO Quezon, Palawan instructed the In-Charge of the DENR
Narra Station to immediately pursue the recommendation of the team to hold a
meeting with the stakeholders (i.e concerned LGU, DENR, PNNI, DPWH, Project
Contractor and the affected community) to further discuss and try to resolve the issue
at hand. Hence, this meeting on June 10, 2021.

MEETING PROPER:

The meeting was started at 2:30 in the afternoon with an invocation/doxology
followed by singing of the National anthem.

Hon. Julie A. Burlaos, Barangay Captain of Calategas, Narra marked the opening of
the meeting by welcoming the attendance of the following participants, namely: CENR
Officer Leonard T. Caluya; CENRO Quezon Narra Station In-charge, Pablo L. Cruz and
its staff; DPWH Project Engr. Orlando Rodriguez and staff; representative of the 2nd
Congressional District of Palawan in the person of SB Narra Cenon Garcia; PTK
Contractor Representative, Engr. Esperancilla; Mr. Teofilo Tredez and company from
PNNI, members of the Barangay Council of Calategas and some residents of Barangay
Calategas who are in the meeting.

The barangay Chair expressed his sentiments that some of his constituents instead of
being grateful of the seawall project for its numerous benefits, are against the project.
He does not expect that they would received negative comments and even brought it
to the social media when in fact, the rest of community will benefit from it in many
ways. He also mentioned that all the while, the project will be implemented smoothly
as this had undergone consultation process on April 23, 2021 coupled by the favorable
stands and support of the adjacent residents directly affected by the road construction
as they are no longer walking in a swampy area during high tides in going to and from
their residential houses.

CENRO Leonard T. Caluya, acknowledged and expressed his thanks to the meeting
participants. He also mentioned why the DENR personnel who are in this meeting are
on red shirts is because, today, June 10, 2021, the DENR is celebrating its 34th
Founding Anniversary. The CENRO right away spoke on the rationale why this




meeting was called for. He further mentioned that barangay Calategas is very fortunate
to have this kind of seawall project as not all seacost barangays who are seeking project
like this are not being given fund due to limited financial resource especially during
this pandemic virus period. He is saddened by the issues raised by the some sectors
but clarified that in order to start the construction of the seawall project, construction
of an access way is unavoidable. This is where the issue came up. The CENRO,
however, disclosed that in the investigation report submitted, the area where the road
construction took place falls within Alienable and Disposable land. He also made
mentioned that in any development project of public interest, the so called collateral
damage is indispensable much so if the benefits of the project far outweigh the cost of
damages. Hence, our office has called this meeting to come up with resolution that
would address the concerned of the opposing side/sector so that the seawall project
could proceed.

SB Member Cenon Garcia spoke in behalf of 27 Congressional District, Atty. Cyrille A.
Zaldivar who have exerted effort and endorsed this project. He mentioned that aside
from being a buffer against storm surge and coastal protection, this development
project can contribute in the socio-economic well-being of the community. He said
that Barangay Calategas is so lucky to have this seawall project. He begged the support
of the community for the project.

Engr. Orlando Rodriguez, project engineer of DPWH 2nd District Office, greeted
everyone. He briefly discussed the perspective/objective of the project. He also shared
that this project proposal was started in 2018 with all the considerations. Accordingly,
the pandemic virus had caused delay in its implementation. He is, however, very
dismayed on the negative feedbacks from some individuals who are not seemingly
aware on the benefits the project will bring in the area. He knows the project very well
not only as the project engineer but also he is a bonafide resident of Barangay
Calategas.

Engr. Rodriguez explained that in every development project there is always collateral
damage to be sacrificed in exchange for greater community progress. He said that we
may have damage some of the mangroves but it could turn more favors and
opportunities to the locals, lessen and ease some burdens in terms of transportation
and a lot more as the area accordingly is swampy during high tides and or during the
occurrence of heavy rains. He further mentioned that to his recall, the area of the road
during his childhood is devoid of any trees.

Mr. Teofilo Tredez from PNNI and also a resident of Brgy. Calategas expressed their
opposition on the project. He mentioned that the seawall project is far less not so
important in the area citing that there are other development projects that could be
done in their barangay. He also underscored that the project did not undergo a




thorough studies and public consultation. He made mentioned if the project
proponent and or the contractor had secured and complied all the requirements and
documents needed before they started the road construction.

Engr. Esperancilla of PTK Inc. (Project Contractor) when asked on the progress of the
project explained that to date, they had stopped their road construction works because
of the access road issue. She said that the road was purposely constructed to provide
an access way to the approved Flood Control Mitigating structure Project of the DPWH
under the TRAIN program of the government. Accordingly, the road lines/location is
formerly an access trail being regularly used by the residents in the area in going to
and from their houses, thus, the residents are very grateful when the road was put in
place because they no longer leave their motor vehicles in a high ground area during
high tides. Engr. Esperacilla further uttered that the construction of the access road is
not included in the budget of the seawall project. The road is a necessity to bring in
their supplies and materials, machineries and equipment to start the seawall project
and, likewise, addressed the recurring problem of the adjacent residents in the area
during high waters. She also assured that their company will turn-over the road project
to the Barangay once the project is completed for the use of the residents.

The last to speak in the program is the In-Charge of the Narra Station in the person of
Pablo L. Cruz. He briefly narrated the reasons why their personnel investigated the
access road issue. He also mentioned that one of the findings in the investigation
report conducted/submitted by the DENR personnel regarding the land classification
of the area which is Alienable and Disposable land. He further explained that it is
normal to see or witness mangrove trees on A&D lands because of the nature of its self-
regeneration which is a Seed Tree System or the Mother Tree system, meaning the
mangrove tree species that have grown in the area may have come from the seeds of
trees from the adjacent mangrove forest/timberland area thru the agents of seed
dispersal.

Mr. Cruz added that the team’s findings were based on their actual observation on May
28, 2021 in the area. He lamented that their team is not bias in the conduct of their
investigation. That if there are questionable data in their findings, the team is willing
to redo the investigation with the presence of other stakeholders in the area.

Question and answer portions:

1. Mr. Teofilo Tredez reiterated that he is against the construction of sea wall
project. He also asked if the sea wall project is really the need of the residents,
why not prioritizing the farm to market road instead?

Engr. Responded that having a sea wall project is very beneficial especially to
the residents near the coastal area and the project cannot be converted to farm




to market road since it was downloaded from the Regional Office for the above
purpose.

Why did they allow the cutting of mangroves for this project instead of
campaigning to plant it to support the programs of the government?

Engr. Rodriguez answered that if the issue here is the cutting of mangrove
because of the project. Why do you not question the erection of houses using
mangrove trees? Where does their waste go, how’s the sanitation there?
Taking consideration that the collateral damage in the area would bring
improvement and development.

2. Freddie Capispisan, asked if how does this sea wall affects the fisherman
livelihood. Is it still free to dock here?

Engr. Rodriguez explained that there will be measures of having mechanical
ways of lifting the boat in case of docking along the sea wall so it would be much
easier for the fishermen to secure their boats. Engr. He also suggested that the
barangay or the fisherfolks must formulate rules and regulations on how to
maintain the use the sea wall.

In addition, the design of the seawall project is with a baywalk to provide
recreation in the area comparable to the Puerto Princesa City baywalk. This can
generate income in the community.

Does this project affect or covers the dried fish area of fisherfolks?

Engr. Rodriguez assured the residents that there will be no destruction of
houses and fish drier in the area because the sea wall will be constructed along
the seashore.

3. Luisito Rubio, Alfonso Diaz, Bambie Amador and Hernie Zoliva stood and
agreed in the construction of sea wall but requested to start the project in the
southeastern part. They believed that this development project could bring
improvement in the barangay.

The Barangay Chair acknowledged and replied that the project had undergo a
thorough studies. This project would help to control the movement of water in
the area. He also shared that he accepted this project not for personal benefits
but for the benefits of the majority of the people in their barangay. This project
needs support from the community.

CENRO Caluya gave the closing remarks saying that barangay Calategas should be
very thankful for being a recipient of this kind of development project. However, he
encouraged the community to carefully weigh its benefits and effect to the
environment. For the community to also be wary and watchful on other environmental
issues in their area. He expressed hope that this meeting had gave clarifications on the




issues raised. Lastly, he encouraged the supports and cooperation of the community
in this project undertakings for the betterment of the majority and the barangay as a
whole.

The meeting was ended at 5:00 in the afternoon. The host expressed their appreciation
and thanks to everyone for their participations.

Recorded and prepared by:

JEE AG@ELEFANE

Forest Protection Officer
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Geo-tagged photos showing the conduct of meeting re: construction of road which allegedly
traversed a mangrove forest area in Purok Pinag-isa, Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan held on
May 10, 2021 at the covered court of Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan

JEE Q@ELEFANE

Forest Protection Officer

Geotagged by:
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Pictures above are geo-tagged photograps of the proposed access road in Brgy. Calateagas taken
on April 27,2021 prior to the road construction.

Geo-tagged by:

HENRY G. CATAPANG
Forest Ranger
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Pictures above are geo-tagged photograps of the proposed access road in Brgy. Calateagas taken
on May 27,2021 prior to the road construction.

Geo-tagged by:
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Geo-tagged photos of gravel led road located at Purok Pinag-Isa Barangay, Calategas, Narra,
Palawan.

Geo-tagged by:
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
MIMAROPA Region

\1——"— COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
National Highway, Bgy. Aifonso Xlil, Quezon, Palawan
Contact No.- 0917-160-4920

Email: cenroquezon@denr gov.ph

June 1,2021
: ‘rq 'i—i.;---“éi ra f iON
Hon. Julie A. Burlaos - -
Punong Barangay l - = t f'
Bgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan 7L _ﬁ%ﬂ_— L
Sir: i NARRA -PAL AWAN

This pertains with the on-going construction of road with a dimension of 4 meters width
and a length of 150 meters in Purok Pinag-isa Bgy Calategas, Narra, Palawan which traverse a
mangrove swamp area going to the project site where a Construction of Flood Mitigation
Structure (Seawall) will be constructed. The project is funded through the TRAIN Program
under the General Appropriation Act of CY 2021 immtiated by our energetic Congressman of
District II, Southern Palawan which is under the implementation and direct supervision of the
Barangay government of Bgy. Calategas, Narra. Palawan.

In this regard, please be informed that as per initial inspection conducted by personnel of
DENR Narra Station, the road construction traversed a mangrove swamp area which is within
the Alienable and Disposable land classification under Project No. 10-H of Land Classification
Map No. 1742 certified on March 23. 1954 It was noted that no mangrove trees was cut as the
road was constructed in open areas devoid of trees however, this Office advise yor ©  ‘ecure the
corresponding Certificate of Non Coverage (CNC) or an Environmental Cor- rruificate
(ECC) from EMB PENRO Office compound Bgy. Sta. Monica, Puerto © Z

We trust that you are properly informed. %ﬁ% %
% 2% 3

Copy Furnished: \M > 7( <+

1 The RED, DENR MIMAROPA, Mamia
2 The PENRO, Sta. Monica, PPC




MIMAROPA Region
—/— COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

Quezon- Narra Station G P Cruz Street, Bgy Poblacion, Narra, Palawan
Contact Number 0917-500-8752/0917-160-4920
Email address = cenroquezoni@denr.gov ph

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Department and Natural Resources
——

June 8, 2021
ENGR. ROLANDO D. RODRIGUEZ

DPWH 2™ District
Narra, Palawan

Environmental Greetings!

This rcfcr‘.«st the reported construction of road which allegedly passes through a mangrove swamp
at Purok Pinag- i1sa in Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan by the contractor of the approved and
funded seawall project under the administration and management of the DPWH of the Second
Engineering District, Province"Palawan

Henceforth, respectfully inviting your presence on Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 2pm in the
afternoon to be held at the Barangay gymnasium of Calategas, Narra, Palawan for the above
purpose

Rest assured that the meeting venue will be arranged to comply with the COVID- 19 Health
prevention protocols. Please wear facemask, face shield and strictly observe social distancing
during the scheduled meeting.

Anticipating your usual cooperation in this regard. Thank you!

Sincerely,

,A.(éw

In \-charge , Narra Sta(mn




Republic of the Philippines
Department of Department and Natural Resources
g — MIMAROPA Region

e COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

Quezon- Narra Station G P. Cruz Street, Bgy. Poblacion, Narra, Palawan
Contact Number 0917-500-8752/0917-160-4920
Email address : cenroquezon@denr.gov. ph

June 8, 2021

HON.. JULIE BORLAOS
and Barangay Council
Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan

Environmental Greetings!

This refers the reported construction of road which allegedly passes through a mangrove swamp
at Purok Pinag- 1sa in Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan by the contractor of the approved and
funded seawall project under the administration and management of the DPWH of the Second
Engineering District, Province,'\"alawan

Henceforth, respectfully inviting your presence on Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 2pm in the
afternoon to be held at the Barangay gymnasium of Calategas, Narra, Palawan for the above

purpose.

Rest assured that the meeting venue will be arranged to comply with the COVID- 19 Health
prevention protocols. Please wear facemask, face shield and strictly observe social distancing
during the scheduled meeting.

Anticipating your usual cooperation in this regard. Thank you!

Singérely,
/ //

il Y

In-charge , Narra Station




Republic of the Philippines
§ Department of Department and Natural Resources
—f— MIMAROPA Region

v COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

Quezon- Narra Station G P Cruz Street, Bgy. Poblacion, Narra, Palawan
Contact Number 0917-500-8752/0917-160-4920
Email address = cenroquezoni@denr gov ph

June 08,2021

Mr. FERNANDO CAPISPISAN
Purok President Pinag-isa, Brgy. Calategas
Narra, Palawan

Environmental Greetings'

['his rcl'cr?lhc reported construction of road which allegedly passes through a mangrove swamp
at Purok Pinag- isa in Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan by the contractor of the approved and
funded seawall project under the administration and management of the DPWH of the Second
Engineering district, Province of Palawan

Henceforth, respectfully inviting your presence on Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 2pm in the
afternoon to be held at the Barangay gymnasium of Calategas, Narra, Palawan for the above
purpose

Rest assured that the meeting venue will be arranged to comply with the COVID- 19 Health
prevention protocols. Please wear facemask, face shield and strictly observ ed social distancing
during the schedule meeting.

Anticipating your usual cooperation in this regard. Thank you!

Sincerely,
/

/ (1 17
paBLO L /CRUE
In-chargc . Narra Station
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Republic of the Philippines
éa Department of Department and Natural Resources
——__;= MIMAROPA Region
=t COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

Quezon- Narra Station G P Cruz Street, Bgy. Poblacion, Narra, Palawan
Contact Number 0917-500-8752/0917-160-4920
Email address - cenroquezoni@denr gov ph

June 8, 2021

Mys ponec LAisHo
PTK Contractor
Narra, Palawan

Environmental Greetings!

This refers the reported construction of road which allegedly passes through a mangrove swamp
at Purok Pinag- isa in Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan by the contractor of the approved and
funded seawall project under the administration and management of the DPWH of the Second
Engineering District Province Palawan.

Henceforth, respectfully inviting your presence on Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 2pm in the
afternoon to be held at the Barangay gymnasium of Calategas, Narra, Palawan for the above
purpose.

Rest assured that the meeting venue will be arranged to comply with the COVID- 19 Health
prevention protocols. Please wear facemask, face shield and strictly observe social distancing
during the scheduled meeting.

Anticipating your usual cooperation in this regard. Thank you!

Sincerelf\

bnid U —

In-chargg’, Narra Station




Republic of the Philippines
éa Department of Department and Natural Resources
-.$ MIMAROPA Region

e COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
Quezon- Narra Station G P. Cruz Street, Bgy. Poblacion, Narra, Palawan
Contact Number 0917-500-8752/0917-160-4920
Email address = cenroquezoni@dent gov ph

June 08, 2021

Mr. TEOFILO TREDEZ
Rep. PNNI
Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan

Environmental Greetings'

This refers the reported construction of road which allegedly passes through a mangrove swamp
at Purok Pinag- isa in Brgy. Calategas, Narra, Palawan by the contractor of the approved and
funded seawall project under the administration and management of the DPWH of the Second
Engineening district,Provincé Palawan.

Henceforth, respectfully inviting vour presence on Thursday, June 10, 2021 at 2pm in the
afternoon to be held at the Barangay gymnasium of Calategas, Narra, Palawan for the above
purpose.

Rest assured that the meeting venue will be arranged to comply with the COVID- 19 Health
prevention protocols. Please wear facemask, face shield and strictly observe social distancing
during the scheduled meeting.

Anticipating your usual cooperation in this regard. Thank you!

Singerely,

In-change , Narra Station
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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Palawan
Municipality of Narra
BARANGAY CALATEGAS
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