GOVERNMENT AGENCIES MUST PUT AN IMMEDIATE STOP TO THE CONTINUED
QUARRYING ACTIVITIES IN CORON

We represent concerned citizens and residents of Coron, Northern Palawan.

We are concerned that quarrying and reclamation activities have been undertaken in
Coron without letup despite the absence of environmental assessments, other pertinent
permits, and the absence of extensive consultations among Coron residents.

We demand to know if all these quarrying activities were issued Environmental Compliance
Certificates (ECCs) by the DENR. If so, we demand that the DENR conduct an immediate
review of these ECCs in light of the serious environmental damage that such quarrying and
reclamation have caused and order the immediate stoppage of these activities.

Coron residents are not aware on the use of these quarry materials and whether the so-
called infrastructure development projects are based on an updated comprehensive land
use plan, annual development plan and annual investment plan. Our Constitution, the
Local Government Code and various environmental laws provide for participatory
processes in the pursuit of development projects. Sadly, we do not see the implementation
of these policies and laws in Coron.

Hills and mountains have been demolished because of quarrying activities and the harmful
impacts have already been experienced by Coron residents. Siltation has occured in our
mangrove and coral reef areas. Mangroves that support sustainable coastal and marine
ecosystems were destroyed because of the reclamation activities. The pollutive dust
generated by such quarrying and reclamation activities have endangered the health and
safety of Coron residents. Extractive and infrastructure development activities have
resulted to the flooding of the town.

Clearly, these so-called infrastructure development and related activities have threatened
the only natural resources and environmental assets that Coron has, and which have
provided livelihood opportunities to its community. We regret that Coron'’s political
stewards have allowed these destructive projects to continue. Concerns on the possibility
of bribery need to be investigated.

We assert that quarrying and reclamation activities have to stop and a comprehensive
study must be done to determine the need and appropriateness for such quarrying and
reclamation activities.

As a steward of our resources, we compel government agencies to uphold our rights to
healthful and balanced ecology and implement whatever is necessary in order to stop the
futher destruction of our mountains and coastal areas.
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