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ENGR. GERALD A. PACANAN 

Regional Director 
Department of Publ ic Works and Highways (DPWH) MIMAROPA 
Quezon City 

Subject: Coron-Culion Inter-island Bridges Project (CCIBP)  

Dear Director Pacanan:  

Greetings from Calapan City!  

This refers to the Coron-Culion Inter-island Bridges Project (CCIBP) of 
DPWH. It has a total  project cost of Php 4.29 bil l ion, with ini tial  funding 
of Php 250 mi l l ion under the FY 2020 General  Appropriations Act. It 
involves the construction of four new roads with an aggregate length of 
17.54 ki lometers (km) and three bridges with length of 2.63 km to 
interconnect Coron via Lusong Island with Mari ly Island in Cul ion. 
Figure 1 shows the project location map.  

Figure 1. Location Map of the Coron-Culion Inter-Island Bridges Project 

Source: DPWH MIMAROPA 

During the 07 Apri l  2021 meeting of the MIMAROPA Regional Project  
Monitoring Committee (RPMC), i t was reported that DPWH has yet to 
secure the required clearances from the Department of Environment 
and Natural  Resources (DENR), Environmental  Management Bureau 
(EMB), National Commission on Indigenous People s (NCIP), and the 
Palawan Counci l  for Sustainable Development (PCSD).  



As such, DPWH agreed to suspend project  implementation unti l  al l 
clearances and permits are obtained or compl ied with from agencies 
and local  government uni ts. The work suspension order issued by 
DPWH dated 07 April  2021 is found in Annex A.  

During the MIMAROPA RPMC meeting on 16 November 2021, i t was 
informed that construction activi ties have resumed on the basis of a 
resolution issued by the Katutubong Pamayanang Calamian Tagbanua 
dated 12 September 2021 (Annex B) al lowing DPWH to continue t he 
conduct of surveys and road opening works whi le the Free and Prior 
Informed Consent (FPIC) process is ongoing.  

It was also reported during the meeting that the project feasibi l i ty study 
and the environmental  impact assessment /statement (EIA/EIS) have 
yet to be completed due to pandemic-related travel  restrictions.  The 
DENR, EMB, NCIP and PCSD requested DPWH to submit the requisi te 
project documents for the processing of the tree cutting permit, 
environmental  compl iance certi ficate (ECC),  FPIC/ certi f icate of 
precondition (CP), and strategic environmental  plan (SEP) clearance , 
respectively. 

Said agencies committed to faci l i tate the review process and issuance 
of clearances once the applications and supporting documents are 
already in order. 

In the context  of national - local  government coordination, DPWH is also 
requested to secure endorsements from the municipal i ties of Coron and 
Cul ion, and the province of Palawan pursuant to Chapter 1 Section 2.c 
of the Local Government Code of 1991 , which provides that national 
agencies and offices shall  consult wi th local  government uni ts before 
any project or program is implemented in their respective jurisdictions. 

Moreover, DPWH may need to secure Investment Coordination 
Committee (ICC) clearance considering that  major capital  projects 
(MCPs) with total  project cost of at least Php  2.5 bi l l ion, regardless of 
f inancing, wi ll  have to undergo ICC review and approval.  

In view of  the foregoing, DPWH needs to complete the basic project  
studies (e.g. FS and EIA/EIS) and secure the necessary clearances and 
endorsements at the national and local  levels before proceeding with 
project implementation.  

Thank you and best regards.  

Very truly yours,  

AGUSTIN C. MENDOZA 
Chairperson, RPMC MIMAROPA and 
Regional Director,  NEDA MIMAROPA 

Cc: SEC. ROGER G. MERCADO, DPW H 
USEC. MERCEDITA A. SOMBILLA, NEDA 
USEC. JONATHAN L. UY,  NEDA 
DIR. VIOLETA S. CORPUS,  NEDA Moni tor ing and Ev aluation Staf f  
GOV. JOSE R. RIANO,  Prov ince of  Romblon/ Chai rperson, RDC MIMAROPA 
GOV. JOSE CHAVES ALVAREZ,  Prov ince of  Palawan  
Mayor MARIO T . REYES, JR.,  Municipali ty of  Coron, Palawan 
Mayor MA. VIRGINIA N. DE VERA,  Municipal i ty of  Culion,  Palawan 
MR. RODNE R. GALICHA,  PSR for Env i ronment,  RDC MIMAROPA  
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