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MEMORANDUM
TO : ATTY. WILFREDO G. MONCANO
Director
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
North Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City
FROM - THE UNDERSECRETARY
Mining and Muslim A ffairs
Supervising Undersecretary for Forest Management Bureau
SUBJECT NATIONAL IRRIGATION ADMINISTRATION
INFRASTRUCTURES AFFECTED BY EXCESSIVE QUARRYING
DATE : September 7, 2021

this Office. Thank you.

cc: Gen. Ricardo R. Visaya (Ret)
Administrator
National Irrigation Administration
National Government Center, EDSA
Diliman, Quezon C ity
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Dear Secretary Cimatu,
Greetings!

This pertains to the National lrigation Administration infrastructure projects being
threatened by sand and gravel quarry sites which operate too close to its irrigation facilities
and structures leading to the adverse effects of excessive quarrying activities such as
exposed foundation of said structures, scoured riverbanks, and degraded river beds.

These negative effects are especially pervasive in cases where: a.) the quarry operator/s
have excavated more than the prescribed 1-meter extraction—depth limit; b.) excessive
quarrying, including those of river boulders which limit speed of river flow, has led to the
diversion of the river course and a steeper river slope resulting in rapid erosion of riverbanks;
and c.) the coverage of the quarrying area is not effectively marked and delineated using
high and conspicuous markers.

This continuous collection of boulders and aggregates in the downstream portion of NIA's
structures have caused the rapid erosion of the riverbed which resuilted in the weakening of
protecting walls and similar structures. Damage of this kind will eventually lead to the
collapse of the entire structure.

Shown in Annex A hereof is the effect of quarrying activities adjacent to NIA irrigation
infrastructure, namely the dams of the Padada RIS in Davao del Norte and Sta. Cruz RIS in
Laguna. Damage due to severe erosion caused by quarrying are not isolated to these
examples, but rather are a nationwide occurrence. We respectfully enclose Annex B
herewith for the Consolidated Report on Quarrying Activities Affecting Irrigation
Systems/Projects as of June 30, 2021. This highlights the risk of losing irrigation water
supply to farmer stakeholders and the damage to public property that will entail immense
costs for repair & rehabilitation.

In addition, we submit the case of Sibalom RIS in lloilo (as Annex C) where the Regional
Project Monitoring Committee (Region 6) Chaired by the National Economic and
Development Authority observed that “the diversion dam is in danger of being severely
damage which may be attributed to intensive and improper quarrying within 1 kilometer
downstream, since its end seal and concrete blocks are getting eroded due to continued
lowering of the riverbed by around 1 meter with spillway already hanging which may soon
crack and disintegrate.” Results of the NIA technical survey, to determine the downstream
and upstream distances from the diversion dam where gquarrying shall be prohibited to allow
for the river basin to return to its original elevation and protect the existing irrigation
structures, recommended that the quarry area should be 2.8-kilometer away (downstream
of the diversion dam).

This suggests that further studies must be made to determine whether Section 79. (a) of
DAO No. 2010-21 (Implementing Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 7942
“Philippine Mining Act of 1995") which provides that “No extraction, removal and/or
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Republic of the Philippines
National Irrigation Administration
Central Office

disposition of materials shall be allowed within a distance of one (1) kilometer from the
boundaries of reservoirs established for public water supply, archeological and historical
sites or of any public or private works or structures, unless the prior clearance of the
Government agency/ies concermed or owner is obtained” provide adequate safeguards for

public property.

In view of the foregoing, the National Irrigation Administration respectfully requests the
following:

a.) Strict enforcement and support of the Regional Project Monitoring and Evaluation
System (RPMES); and

b.) Further studies for the appropriate delineation of the radius of prohibited quarry areas
adjacent to public infrastructure as set forth in Section 79. (a) of DAO No. 2010-21.

Item a.) is requested as it is entrusted with the mandate of the Protection of all public
infrastructure as well as the Preservation of the integrity of the river systems Region-wide
from excessive and improper quarrying activities done by quarry operators. We also humbly
note that NIA has no authority to stop such detrimental quarry operations, and thus are
appealing for the establishment of necessary guidelines, protocol, and special provisions
for the protection of irrigation infrastructure projects. The central thrust of which would be
to safeguard and protect public infrastructure, as well as preserve the integrity of the river
system supporting irrigation projects

A science-based approach for /tem b.) is timely to prescribe regulations which will harmonize
the needs of the Construction Industry for Quarry Materials with the protection and
preservation of our river systems.

Rest assured that we will make ourselves available for any audience or further clarifications
that your good Office may require for us to present anent our request.

Thank you very much.
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MEMORANDUM
TO : ATTY. WILFREDO G. MONCANO
Director
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
North Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City
FROM ; THE UNDERSECRETARY
Mining and Muslim Affairs
Supervising Undersecretary for Forest Management Bureau
SUBJECT 2 NATIONAL IRRIGATION ADMINISTRATION (NIA)
INFRASTRUCTURES AFFECTED BY EXCESSIVE QUARRYING
DATE i September 7, 2021

This refers to the letter dated August 4, 2021 of Gen. Ricardo R. Visaya (Ret),
Administrator of NIA — Central Office (CO), addressed to DENR Secretary Roy A. Cimatu,
regarding the above subject.

We are forwarding to you the said letter with its attachments for your information,
comments and further appropriate action in accordance with existing policies, laws and
regulations. Please inform Gen. Visaya of the action/s taken regarding the matter, copy furnished
this Office. Thank you.

cc: Gen. Ricardo R. Visaya (Ret)

Administrator 5
National Irrigation Administration

National Government Center, EDSA

Diliman, Quezon City




