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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Palawan
Municipality of El Nido

06 September 2021

MR. ALEXANDER E. MANCIO

SEMS/Chief, RPS

In Charge, Office of the CENRO

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
National Highway, Poblacion, Taytay 5312 Palawan

Sir,

Anent your letter dated August 18, 2021, endorsing the Notices of Violation and
Order to Vacate for the issuance of Demolition Order for the structures constructed and
maintained by Mr. Israel Gomez and Beberly Gomez and Ten Knots Development
Corporation (TKDC) within the legal easement in Cadlao Island, Bgy. Buena Suerte,
El Nido, Palawan which are in violation of Article 51 of the Presidential Decree 1067 and
Section 20(v) of the Republic Act 11038 or the ENIPAS Act of 2018, I would like to
inform your good office that this office decided to hold in obeyance the issuance of
Demolition Order for the abovementioned structures.

This decision is made after receiving the letter of Ten Knots Philippines Incorporated
(TKPI) dated 21 August 2021 and the letter of Angara Abello Concepcion Regala & Cruz
Law Offices dated 2 September 2021. From the contexts of the aforementioned two
letters, dated 21 August 2021 and 2 September 2021 respectively, the Notices of
Violation and Order to Vacate and the Forest Land Use Agreement for Tourism Purposes
(FLAg-T) are conflicting documents/issuances both of your department which create
confusion to this office as to which of these documents shall prevail over the other.
Thus, kindly clarify this concern to this office for our proper guidance.

Attached herewith are: (1) copy of the letter of Ten Knots Philippines Incorporated
(TKPI) dated 21 August 2021 and (2) copy of the letter of Angara Abello Concepcion
Regala & Cruz Law offices and its Annexes “A” “B"” and “C” for your comments.

Anticipating your kind and immediate response in this regard.

Copy furnished:
The Regional Executive Director, DENR-MIMAROPA
Provincial Environment & Natural Resources Office-Palawan
Protected Area Management Office-ENTMRPA
Ten Knots Philippines Incorporated
Angara Abello Concepcion Regala & Cruz Law Offices il U/ 1
File  EaT e ——

mmoehidoEgmail com / mmoehidoByahoo.com

E6L/rhm/mpr/rhu



Ten Knots

21 August 2021

Hon. Mayor Edna Gacot-Lim
Municipal Mayor of El Nido
Palawan, Philippines

Dear Mayor Lim:
Greetings!

We write to you regarding our property at Cadlao Sabang covered by a Forest Land Use
Agreement for Tourism Purposes (FLAg-T).

1. The subject parcel measures 3.206 hectares in Cadlao Sabang, between titled properties of Ten
Knots.

2. Waiver of Rights between Armando Dajao and Ten Knots Development Corporation was
executed on 27 August 1997.

3. DENRPENRO issued a Special Use Permit (SUP) (Bathing Establishment) to Ten Knots
Development Corporation covering 5.0 hectares of public forest land of said area on 6
November 1998. Supporting documents include a SEP Clearance issued by PCSD signed by then
PCSD Chairman Congressman Alfredo E. Abueg, Ir. on 23 September 1998.

4. Asper DENR AO 2004-28 Section 13, the SUP may be converted to a Forest Land Use
Agreement for Tourism Purposes (FLAgT) that is good for 25 years. Ten Knots availed itself of
this agreement and was issued a FLAgT for said Cadlao Sabang property on 27 December 2005.
Among the supporting documents to this is a PAMB endorsement signed by your good office as
Vice Chairman and Presiding Officer of the PAMB.

5. Since 2005, Ten Knots has been paying a yearly lease rental to DENR in addition to the RPT to
the Municipal Assessor. Annually and sometimes quarterly, DENR personnel visit our FLAgT
areas, including that in Cadlao Sabang.

6. In 2017, Ten Knots discovered that titles were issued by the DENR to a certain Noel Tampe and
Baberlyn Gomez, with areas overlapping with the FLAgT of Ten Knots. We are questioning the
issuance of these titles. In fact, we had a technical conference with DENR in 2017 at the office of
Mr. Bayani Mantubig and we await another technical conference with the current DENR officers
in charge of this matter.
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7. The FLAgT area of Ten Knots includes a portion of the 40-meter easement. As per Section 58 of
C.A. No. 141, Section 59, DAC DENR 2004-24, DAO DENR 2004-28, the DENR may execute an
agreement with an applicant to occupy, develop, utilize, and manage the foreshore lands, which
includes the 40-meter easement.

We stand by our FLAgT.

The metes and bounds extend to what is included as the 40-meter easement, as presented to
and surveyed by the DENR Team led by then PASU Loreto Rodriguez and Mr. Gaudencio Valdeztamon of
the Office of the CENRO in 2004, and approved by the then Chief of the Forestry Resources Conservation
Division Jose M. Difuntorum and the then Regional Executive Director Vicente S. Paragas.

Our existing fence delineates our FLAgT boundaries as per agreement with the DENR surveyors
in 2004.

Our SUP was issued in 1998 and was converted to FLAgT in 2005. This precedes the titles issued
to certain individuals in 2015, and our FLAgT should be respected by DENR. We maintained presence in
the area since the transfer of rights from Mr. Dajao in 1997. There were no other occupants in the area
except for Ten Knots since 1997. Ten Knots was never informed of plans to survey the area in the name

of those individuals.

We hope that this clarifies matters.

Respectfully yours,

JAVIER D. HERNANWJEZ
Attorney-in-fact



wl

w2
2:20 PM

e
0
® 51 wido, Patawan 5 M

ANGARA ABELLO CONCEPCION REGALA & CRUZ

LAW OFFICES

EWIERICO 0. DE GUZMAN

AMALOURDES TERESA ARNALDO GRACICN

ALEY FERDINAND S, HDER
JOSEPHINE ALESSANDRA G. COLHICO
SALVADOR L. PEfiA

POWENA L. GARCIA-FLORES
HEFFERSON M. MARQUEZ
LELANG R VILLADOUID, IR

MA JOLANDR B, ABFLLA

RUBY HOSE J. YUSI

PATRICIA-ANN T. PRODIGAUDAD
GUBERTOIL GALLOS

TEOUORO L REGALA. IR

OUVER L PANTALEGN

DY HAG

REYHALDO ), CORCERCION
CRESELDA 6. BALUONADD

ANORE 8. NAVATO, IR,

ARNOLD M. CORPORAL

JSE MARTIN R TENSUAN
CLARENCE DARRGW C. VALDECANTOS
NEPTALIB. SALVANERA

VICTOR W OF LEON

PATRICIA KAY 1 TVSMANS-CLEMENTE
CHRYSHLA CARISSA P BAUTISTA
JOSEUTG M. BAUTISTA

CRIC R RECALDE

KGN PAUL M. GABA

GEORGE $.D. AQUING

ANTORIO EBUARDR 5. NACHURA, IR
ASONBEREDKCT £ VELASCO

KXY ANNE €. LEHG-PAMBID
TRAAN JAY V. FILIO

BCHMOND K 11

ELATHE PATRICIA S. REYES-ROUOLEG
AIUSSA ANGEIA 5. VILARDE

MYRA S MONTECALYD QUHATAK
HHARDO V. SOUNG, K

JOSE EDUARDOT. GENILD
ANTOMIO JOSE GERARDO T, PAZ
LIARLA KHRISTIHA 2. GARCIA-ANGE!
TVIRLENE O, L£F

LOUE JOHN B 100K

JES5A G. WONG< ANTANO

fos

MARASABEL M. LLAVT.
SACOUELINE ANN A TAN
ATUWARD M. CONSULTA
CHRSTOPHER LOUNL 0, GCAMFO
RIONICA JOY M. MARCFLO
XISEPH ANTHONY L MALAYA

MARTIN LUAGH G. SAMSON

BLESIE MAL P, BUSTAMANTE
CELERINA ROSE b1, FAIARDO
FRANCHESUA ABIGAR C. GESMUNDO
SHREE AMOR P. ROMA

AEYMOLD L ORSLA

RENZ . PAGAYAHAL

SAMES PATRICK 0. ALOIADO
EMRIQUE F.

CHARLEMAGNE RAS P. CHAVEZ
FEUCE SUZANNE B SORIA
SOSE-BARS K RGO

DAN BERHARD S. SAGHALA

FOAN JAMNETH b, ESTREMADURA
SRARIA ALTHEA M. TEVES

LACQUELYM ANN MARKE G. ANZURES. GERALDEZ
7. FERRER

DOMIRIQUE
JOHN FREDERICK £, DERIE
BRIAN ASHLEY M. BALUZA
BOLLLE JENRIA FRANCESCA L. BUAN
MDRMA ANA T, MANBOG
JUAN PACLO G. ALFONSO)
DIANNE (RISH A. CAUORNA
ANTOMI) BONIFACHO €. REYNES

FATIAA FAYE €. CORDOVA

HHERCTIOEZ LOUIST . RAGAZA

KATE AUBREY G. HOMELA

AHEEN CHARISSE P. CRUZ

LEIA CLARISSA VERDNKCA R VERACRUZ
GILYEN E2RA NARIE L 1}

SAMANTHA BEATRICE P. KING

JOHM ANTHONY F. ALMERING
THERESE MARK A, AMOR
MONIOUE B. A

ZRA FRANCES P. AQURIZAN
KARLA RAISA M. APOUNARIO
GLRIME MAE A BASALO

SESSKA SHARLA G5, BUSTAMANTE
JFOHANNA CELINE MARIA. CHAN
JO-ANNE . COLOQUI

KYCIA VAHELIE 6. CUE

JUAN MIGUEL €, DELA CRUZ
RAMGN J0SE A DIMACULANGAH
THIANYANN L DY

RAFAEL GEORGE G. FILASOL
FRANZINE F. FORONDA
AGUSTIH . GERALOEZ

FRANCIS 1 GTRONIMO.

JONN KENNETH LAUREMCE A, GUNZALES
SHIELA VAE A HOYLAR

KELVIN ¥ HUNG

MERAN KEHNETH C. 1GNATK)
SRS SARAN ML JERUTA
KARENINA SABEL A, LAMPA
CONSTABCE MARIE (. UM

3
HARNAM LZETTE 5. MANAUL
ROSLYH BIANCA R, MANGASTR
MARY ERK'A 0. MANUES
KRISTEL MART G. MARAIAS
JOAT RANULEO R MERDOZA
[

ARITONI

CHRISTINE P. MORDERIN

Z¥RA G. MONTIFOLCA

ERKAIOYB MURCIA

MICHAEL RYAN ATIVIDAD
\MINAL,

2 September 2021

E VED»
eptfmber 2621;

22/F, ACCRALAW TOWER
7°° AVENUE CORNER 507 STREET

CRESCENT PARK WEST, BONIT ACKY GLOBAL CITY

5.9571

HON. EDNA GACOT-LIM
Office of the Municipal Mayor
El Nido, Palawan

Re:  Forest Land Use Agreement for
Tourism Purposes No. DENR 1V-
MIMAROPA-12302030-0010

Dear Hon. Gacot-Lim:

We write on behalf of our client, Ten Knots Philippines, Inc. (“TKPI”),
in relation to Forest Land Use Agreement for Tourism Purposes No. DENR IV-
MIMAROPA-12302030-0010 (“FLAGT").

To recall, on 21 August 2021, TKPI wrote your good office regarding its
FLAGT covering 3.206 hectares of forest land located at Cadlao Island, Brgy.
Buena Suerte, El Nido. As mentioned in said letter, TKPI recently discovered
that Noel Tampe and Baberlyn Gomez secured original certificates of title
("OCTs”) which cover areas that overlap with TKPI's FLAGT. TKPI is
questioning the issuance of these titles and is in the process of investigating how
they obtained titles to parcels of land previously identified as forest land by the
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (“DENR”), and which in
fact they never occupied.

In this regard, we wish to inform you of TKPI's correspondences with
the Community Environment and Natural Resources Office (“CENRO”):

a.  On 26 July 2021, the CENRO wrote TKPI to facilitate the conduct of
an actual ground survey to determine the metes and bounds of the
area covered by its FLAGT, pursuant to a 19 May 2021 Memorandum
from the Regional Executive Director. Said survey will be conducted
with the assistance of TKPI's geodetic engineer.!

b. On10 August 2021, TKPI received the CENRO's 6 August 2021 Third
and Final Notice of Violation and Order to Vacate (“NTV”), which
was also addressed to Israel and Baberlyn Gomez.2 In the NTV, the
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A copy of the letter dated 26 July 2021 is attached hereto as Annex “A” arid made an integral part

hereof.

A copy of the 6 August 2021 Third and Final Notice of Violation and Order to Vacate is attached as
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CENRO ordered TKPI to remove its guard house and perimeter
fence which is within the 40-meter easement area.? The easement
area is covered by TKPI's FLAGT.

c. On 17 August 2021, TKPI wrote the CENRO requesting that the
actual ground survey be conducted sometime between 13 to 17
September 2021 due to the availability of its geodetic engineer.

d. On23 August 2021, TKPI wrote the CENRO confirming receipt of the
NTV, reiterating that its occupation of the 40-meter easement area
should be respected. TKPI also informed the CENRO that it is
awaiting the actual ground survey pursuant to its 26 July 2021.4

TKPI is currently awaiting the schedule of the: (1) next technical
conference with the DENR to discuss the overlap on TKPI's FLAGT and Noel
Tampe’s and Baberlyn Gomez' OCTs; and (2) actual ground survey to be
conducted by the CENRO. These are necessary for a definitive resolution of the
pending issues discussed above.

Following Department Administrative Order Nos. 2004-24 and 2004-28,
the DENR may execute agreements to occupy, develop, utilize, and manage
foreshore lands. Undeniably, the 3.206 hectares of forest land covered by the
FLAGT includes the 40-meter easement, within which the perimeter fence and
the guard house are situated. To date, TKPI remains to be in open and peaceful
possession of the forest land subject of the FLAGT. Thus, TKPI respectfully
reiterates its position that its FLAGT, which is valid until 31 December 2030, must
be respected.

We shall continue to apprise your good office of the developments
regarding this matter.

Very truly yours,
ANGARA ABELLO CONCEPCION REGALA & CRUZ
By:

SALVA .PENA

Annex “B” and made an integral part hereof.

Citing Presidential Decree 1067, otherwise known as the “Water Code of the Philippines”, Art. 51,
and R.A. No. 7598 or the “NIPAS Act of 1992” as amended by R.A. No. 11038 or the “Expanded
Nipas Act of 2018”7, Sec. 24(4).

A copy of the 23 August 2021 letter is attached as Annex “C” and made an integral part hereof.
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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Enyronment and Natural Resources

MIMAROPA Region

Annex “A”

‘ COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

By the National Highway, Poblacion, Taytay, Palawan S312
Mohile: 0026-303-9335 TM 0912-171-3889 TNT

Ematl cenrotavtayiwdenr gov. ph

Julv 26,2021

MS. MARIGLO LARIRIYT
Executive Director

Ten Knots Philippines ncorporated
Masagana. El Nido. Palawan

Madam,

Environmental Greetings!

This pertains to the Memorandum dated Mav 19, 2021 trom the Regional Executive
Director. relative to an actual ground survey of the following approved Forest Land-use
Agreement tor Tourism Purposes (FLAuTs). as hated below:

FLAgT No.
U DENR IV-MIMAROPA-

P 30203000058

i

| DENR IVAMIMAROPA- | 1¢
. . El Nido

1 1302030-000%

CDENR IV-MIMAROPA-

FL302030-0009

LOCATION

Miniloe Island.
" Bebeladan, FI Nido,
- Palawan

wen Iskand. Aberiwan.
g Palawan

Pangulasin Jsland.

¢ Bebeladan, Bl Nido

Palawan

DENR IV-MINMAROGPA- Cadlao Istand. Buena

CSuerte, B Nido, Palawan

FLIO2Z030-D010

FLAgT No.

DENR 4B-12312020-

G2

APPLICATION (ha)
Bathing Establishment 487

Tsoo00
Bathing Estabhishment
5.0000

Bathing Establishment

R 5;'30(),

Bathing Establishment |

LOCATION

Apubit Istand.

- Maviegued. Taviay

C Pafawan

DENR 4B-12312020-
{03

DENR 4B-12312029-
[E318%%

L v

 Apulu Island,
© Mavtegued. Taviay,

Palawan

CApuld fsfand,
- Mavicgued Taviay,
plalawan

NATURE OF » Vs

Rathing Establishment
i Previousiy under the

i name of Santa Isabelle

! Carporation: wansterred
o Bacuit Bay
Developuient
Cerporation:

Hotel Stute

Camp Site




Republic ot the Phitippimes
Department of Enyironment and Natural Resources
; MIMAROPA Region
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
By the National Highway, Poblacion, Tavtay, Palawan 5312
Mobile: 0926-505-9335 TM 0912-171-3880 TNT
Email; cenrotavtaviedenr gov ph

In view hereof. respectfully requesting the assistance of your Geodetic Engineer ((F)
during the conduct ot the said survey to determine the metes and bounds of the areas. We will
notity you of our schedule once it has been final

Kindly prepare all other documents in the possession of the company concerning the
areas. Thank you,

Yours,

s

ALAN ALLE
winity Environment and
Nutural Resources Officer

Copy furnished:

RED-MIMAROPA
L&S Building, Roxas Roulevard.
Ermita, Manila

PENRO-PALAWAN
Sta. Monica. Puerto Princesa City

PAMO-ENTMRPA
Fi Nido, Palawan




Repubhe of the Philippines

Prepartment of Environment and Natural Resources
MIMAROPA Region Annex IIBII
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICT

By the National Highway, Poblacion, Taytay, Palawan 3312
Conmact nymber: JUZ63CS9335 (Globey - 09121713889 (Smart)

Email: cenrotavtavicedent gov ph

August 6, 2021

THIRD AND FINAL NOTICE OF VMIOLATION AND ORDER TO VACATTE

TO Mr. Isracl Gomez
Mrs. Baberly Gomez
Cadlao Island. Barangay Buena Sucrte

1 Nido, Palawan

.

The President Y
Ten Knots Development Corporation B ey \{n" Py
Cadlao Island. Barangayv Buena Sucrte B L N i
B Nido. Palawan

-

Sir

Greetings'

This pertains to the first and second Notices to Vacate dated February 5, 2021 and May
6. 2021 respectively. issued to vou by this Office pertaining to the guard house and perimeter
fence constructed within the easement of Cadlao Island, Bgy. Buena Suerte. 1'1 Nido.

Palawan. Please be reminded that constructing and maintaining the above structures - iolate

the following laws:

1. Presidential Decree 1067 aiso known as the Water Code of the Philippnes which
states that

Articte 51 The hanks of rivers and streams and the shores af the seas and lakes thaucshout

thetr entive length and within a zone of three (37 meters in urban areas. teeniv £30;7 nroers

i agrienitural areas aned forte (45 merers i forest areas. along their margms gie <o
to the casemient of public use in the inferest of recreation, navieation, floctage. fishing and
sabvage. Na persoin shall be allowed 1o stav v s zone longer than what is neeessary 1or

recreation, navigation, floatage, tishing or salvage ar o brild structures of any kind

2. Republic Act No. 7586 (NIPAS Act of 1992) as amended by Republic Act No.
L1038 or the Expanded NIPAS Act of 2018) which states that

Scction 24(paragraph 4) Struciures found within the forty (405-meter «
demotishred unfess PrOVEn Hecessary fo proiect the shoreline
The IR shall levy

asement shall be
and mitisrate habiat destrie ton
toreasonabte fee g e use of such casement Jor thewr connued
aperations. Wharves shall be kept accossible 1o the priblic




In view hereof. vou are herchyv ordered to completehy remove the structures vou
constructed nside the 40-meter casement arca upon receipt of this Notice Further refrain
from further introducing developments i the arca unless otherwise with clearance from the
PAMB and permits tfrom concerned government offices.

For inquiries regarding this matter. vou may visit the PAMO of ENTMRPA located
along Real Strect. Bgy Masagana. Municipahity of ] Nido. Palawan

We are hoping that vou will immediately comply this order.

sSincerely,

For and in the absence of the CENR(OY

\hl:t\ NDER B\ MANCIO
SEMS ¢ In CRarge. Oftice of the CFNRO
Copy furnished.
Regional Fxocuive Divector, )DENRNALAROE
Provincial Baviromment and Natural Resaurces Officer Palawan
Office of the Mayor, Municipabity op 1l Nido. Palawan
Oftice of thePrunong: Barangay, Buena Swevie. 14 Nico, Pealavan
Profected drea Management Office 1N TALRPA
File
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