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Republic of the Philippines
Province of Palawan

Municipality of EI Nido

06 September 2021

MR. ALEXANDER E. MANCIO
SEMS/Chief, RPS

In Charge, Office of the CENRO
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
National Highway, Poblacion, Taytay 5312 Palawan

Sir,

Anent your letter dated August LB, 7A2L, endorsing the Notices of Violation and
Order to Vacate for the issuance of Demolition Order for the structures constructed and
maintained by Mr. Israel Gomez and Beberly Gomez and Ten Knots Development
Corporation (TKDC) within the legal easement in Cadlao Island, Bgy. Buena Suefte,
El Nido, Palawan which are in violation of Article 51 of the Presidential Decree 1067 and
Section 20(v) of the Republic Act 11038 or the ENIPAS Act of 20L8, I would like to
inform your good office that this office decided to hold in obeyance the issuance of
Demolition Order for the abovementioned structures.

This decision is made after receiving the letter of Ten Knots Philippines Incorporated
(TKPI) dated 21 August 2021 and the letter of Angara Abello Concepcion Regala & Cruz
Law Offices dated 2 September 2A2L. From the contexts of the aforementioned two
letters, dated 21 August 2021 and 2 September ?:AZL respectively, the Notices of
Violation and Order to Vacate and the Forest Land Use Agreement for Tourism Purposes
(FLAg-T) are conflicting documents/issuances both of your depaftment which create
confusion to this office as to which of these documents shall prevail over the other.
Thus, kindly clarify this concern to this ofifice for our proper guidance.

Attached herewith are: (1) copy of the letter of Ten Knots Philippines Incorporated

OKPI) dated 21 August 2021 and (2) copy of the letter of Angara Abello Concepcion
Regala & Cruz Law offices and its Annexes 11A"\\8" and "C" for your comments.

Anticipating your kind and immediate response in this regard.

Very truly

EDNA -LIM
Municipal

Copy tumishd:
The Rqional Exxutive Dirator, DENR-MIMAROPA
Provincial Environment & Natural Resourc* Offie-Palawan
Protectd Area l4anagement Offic*ENTMRPA
Ten Knots Philippines Incorryrad
Angara Abello @ncepcion Rqala & Cruz law Offices
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21 August 2021

Hon. Mayor Edna Gacot-Lim

Municipal Mayor of El Nido

Palawan, Philippines

Dear Mayor Lim:

Greetings !

We write to you regarding our property at Cadlao Sabang covered by a Forest Land Use

Agreement for Tourism Purposes (FLAg-T).

t. The subject parcel measures 3.205 hectares in Cadlao Sabang, between titled properties of Ten
Knots.

2. Waiver of Rights between Armando Dajao and Ten Knots Development Corporation was
executed on 27 AugusttggT.

3' DENR PENRO issued a Special Use Permit (SUP) (Bathing Establishment) to Ten Knots
Development Corporation covering 5.0 hectales of public forest land of said area on 6
November 1998. Supporting documents include a SEP Clearance issued by PCSD signed by then
PCSD Chairman Congressrnan Alfredo E. Abueg, Jr, on 23 September 1998.

4. As per DENR AO 2OA4-28 Section 13, the SUP may be converted to a Forest Land Use
Agreement for Tourism Purposes (FLAgT) that is good for 25 years. Ten Knots availed itself of
this agreement and was issued a FLAgT for said Cadlao Sabang properti) on 27 December 2005.
Among the supporting documents to this is a PAMB endorsement signed by your good office as
Vice Chairman and Presiding Officer of the pAMB.

5. Since 2005, Ten Knots has been paying a yearly lease rental to DENR in addition to the RPT to
the Municipal Assessor. Annually and sometimes quarterly, DENR personnel visit our FLAgT
areas, including that in Cadlao Sabang.

5. ln 20!7, Ten Knots discovered that titles were issued by the DENR to a certain Noel Tampe and
Baberlyn Gomez, with areas overlapping with the FLAgT of Ten Knots. We are questioning the
issuance of these titles. ln fact, we had a technical conference with DENR in Zbtl atthe office of
Mr. Bayani Mantubig and we await another technical conference with the current DENR officers
in charge of this matter"
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7. The FLAgT area of Ten Knots includes a portion of the 40-meter easement. As per Section 58 of
C.A. No. 141, Section 59, DAO DENR 2004-24, DAO DENR 2004-28, the DENR may execute an

agreement with an applicant to occupy, develop, utilize, and manage the foreshore lands, which
includes the 4O-meter easement.

We stand by orlr FLAgT

The metes and bounds extend to what is included as the 40-meter easement, as presented to
and surveyed by the DENR Team led by then PASU Loreto Rodriguez and Mr, Gaudencio Valdeztamon of
the Office of the CENRO in 2004, and approved by the then Chief of the Forestry Resources Conservation

Division Jose M. Difuntorum and the then Regional Executive Director Vicente S. Paragas.

Our existing fence delineates our FLAgT boundaries as per agreement with the DENR surveyors

in 2004.

Qur SUP was issued in 1998 and was converted to FLAgT in 2005. This precedes the titles issued

to certain individuals in 2015, and our FLAgT should be respected by DENR. We maintained presence in

the area since the transfer of rights from Mr. Dajao in 1997. There were no other occupants in the area

except for Ten Knots since 1997. Ten Knots was never informed of plans to survey the area in the name

of those individuals.

We hope that this clarifies matters.

Respectfully yours,

, *
nrnrunrrrfiezD

Attorney-in-fact
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HON. EDNA GACOT-LIM
Office of the Municipal Mayor
El Nido, Palawan

Re: Forest Land Use Agreement for
Tourism Purposes No. DENR IV-
MIMAROPA-12302030-0010

Dear Hon. Gacot-Lim;

we write on behalf of our client, Ten Knots Philippines,Inc, ("TKPI'),
in relatian to Forest Land Use Agreement for Tourism Purposes No. DENR IV-
MIMAROPA-12302030-0010 (,FLAGT").

To recall, on 21 August 2021, TKPI wrote your good office regarding its
FlAGT-covering 3.206 hectares of forest land located at Cadlao Island, BrSy.
Buena Suerte, El Nido. As mentioned in said lefter, TKPI recently discoveied
that Noel Tampe and Baberlyn Gomez secured original certificates of title
("OCIs") which cover areas that overlap with fkpt,s FLAGT. TKpI is
questioning the issuance of these titles and is in the process of investigating how
they obtained titles to parcels of land previously identified as forest iand by the
Department of Environment and Nafural ftesources ("DENR"), and which in
fact they never occupied.

In this regard, we wish to inform you of rKPI's correspondences with
the Community Environrnent and Natural Resources Office 1,'CENRO,,;:

a. On 26 luly 202L, the CENRO wrote TKPI to facilitate the conduct of
an actual ground survey to determine the metes and bounds of the
area covered by its FLAGI pursuant to a 19 May 20lL Memorandum
from the Regronal Executive Director. Said survey will be conducte*l
with the assistance of TKPI's geodetic engineer.l

b. on 1"0 August 2021", TKPI received the CENRCTs 6 August 2021 rhird
and Final Notiee of violation and order to vacate ('Iyrv-), which
was aiso addressed to Israel and Baberllm Gomez.2 In the NTV, the {!9n.Wrxir Arino

nr N{ tILBr b. fful\o
M^FIIr rU(r(; 9nrfi5l

'*uu::l*1t11
iYirG *rnrtr{(4

A copy of the letter dated 25 ]uly 2021 is attached hereto as Annex " Au and made an integral part
hereof.
A copy of the 6 August 2021 Third and Final Notice of Viclation and Order to Vacate is attached as
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,dt
CENRO ordered TKPI to remove its guard house and perimeter
fence which is within the 40'rneter easement area.3 The easement
area is covered by TKPI's FLAGT.

c. On 17 August 2021, TKPI wrote the CENRO requesting that the
actual ground survey be conducted sometime between 13 to 17
$eptember 2021 due to the availability of its geodetic engineer.

d. On 23 August 2021, TKPI wrote the CENI{O confirming receipt of the
NTV, reiterating that its occupation of the 40-meter easement area
should be respected. TKPI also informed the CENRO that it is
awaiting the actual ground survey pursuant to its 26 July 2021.4

TKPI is currently awaiting the schedule of the: (1) next technical
conference with the DENR to discuss the overlap on TKPI's FLAGT and Noel
Tampe's and Baberlyn Gomez' OCTs; and (2) acfual ground survey to be
conducted by the CENRO. These are necessary for a definitive resolution of the
pending issues discussed above.

Following Deparfrnent Administrative Order Nos. 200&24 and 2004-28,
the DENR may execute agreements to occupy, develop, u{rlize, and manage
foreshore lands. Undeniably, the 3.206 hectares of forest land covered by the
FTAGT includes the 4O-meter easement, within which the perimeter fence and
the guard house are situated, To date, TKPI remains to be in open and peaceful
possession of the forest land subiect of the FLAGT. Thus, TKPI respectfully
reiterates its position that its FLAGT, which is valid until3l December 203O must
be respected"

We shall continue to apprise your good office of the developments
regarding this matter.

Very truly yours,

ANGARA ABELTO CONCEPCION REGALA & CRUZ

By,

sAw PEI(IA

Annex ,B" andmade an integral part hereof.
Citing Presidential Demee 1067, otherwise known as the "Water Code of the Philippines", Art 51",
and R-A. No. 7598 or the "NIPAS Act of 1w2" as amended by R,A. No. 11ffi8 or ihe "Expanded
Nipas Act o1 2018',See. 24(4).
A copy of the 23 August 2021 letter is attached as Annex "C" and made an integral part hereof.
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