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OFFICE OF THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DENR Region IV – MIMAROPA 
DENR by the Bay, 1515 L&S Bldg. 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila 
 
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL 
RESOURCES OFFICE 
DENR Region IV-MIMAROPA 
National Highway, Poblacion 
Taytay, Palawan 5312 

 
Attention: Hon. Maria Lourdes G. Ferrer 
  Regional Executive Director 
 
  Engr. Mr. Alan L. Valle 
  Officer-in-Charge, CENRO  

 
Re:  Forest Land Use Agreement for 

Tourism Purposes No. DENR IV-
MIMAROPA-12302030-0010 issued 
on 27 December 2005 

 
Gentlemen: 
 

We write on behalf of our client, Ten Knots Philippines, Inc. (“TKPI”), 
in relation to Forest Land Use Agreement for Tourism Purposes No. DENR IV-
MIMAROPA-12302030-0010 (“FLAGT”). 
 

TKPI was previously awarded by the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources (“DENR”) a Forest Land Use Agreement for Tourism 
Purposes No. DENR IV-MIMAROPA-12302030-0010 (“FLAGT”) covering 3.206 
hectares of forest land located at Cadlao Island, Brgy. Buena Suerte, El Nido.1 The 
FLAGT was issued on 27 December 2005 and is valid until 30 December 2030. As 
early 1998, TKPI has been in open, continuous, and exclusive possession of the 
areas covered by the FLAGT through a Special Use Permit.2 

 
1  A copy of FLAGT No. DENR IV-MIMAROPA-12302030-0010 issued on 27 December 2005 is 
 attached as Annex “A” and made an integral part hereof. 
2  A copy of the Special Use Permit dated 6 November 1998 is attached as Annex “B” and made 
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 TKPI discovered that one Noel Tampe and Baberlyn Gomez secured 

original certificates of title (“OCTs”) which cover areas that overlap with TKPI’s 
FLAGT. In particular, the Registry of Deeds of Palawan issued Katibayan ng 
Orihinal na Titulo Blg. 2015000225 to Baberlyn D. Gomez, while Katibayan ng 
Orihinal na Titulo Blg. 2015000222 and Katibayan ng Orihinal na Titulo Blg. 
2015000223 were issued to Noel Tampe. These OCTs were issued on 27 April 2015 
purportedly pursuant to Free Patent Applications. 

 
 Most recently, TKPI and the Community Environment and Natural 

Resources Office (“CENRO”) had the following exchange: 
 

a. On 26 July 2021, the CENRO wrote TKPI to facilitate the conduct 
of an actual ground survey to determine the metes and bounds of the 
area covered by its FLAGT, pursuant to a 19 May 2021 Memorandum 
from the Regional Executive Director. Said survey will be conducted 
with the assistance of TKPI’s geodetic engineer. 
 
b. On 10 August 2021, TKPI received the CENRO’s 6 August 2021 
Third and Final Notice of Violation and Order to Vacate (“NTV”), which 
was also addressed to Israel and Baberlyn Gomez. In the NTV, the 
CENRO ordered TKPI to remove its guard house and perimeter fence 
which is within the 40-meter easement area. The easement area is 
covered by TKPI’s FLAGT.  
 
c. On 17 August 2021, TKPI wrote the CENRO requesting that the 
actual ground survey be conducted sometime between 13 to 17 
September 2021 due to the availability of its geodetic engineer.  
 
d. On 23 August 2021, TKPI wrote the CENRO confirming receipt of 
the NTV, and reiterating that its occupation of the 40-meter easement 
area should be respected. TKPI also informed the CENRO that it is 
awaiting the actual ground survey pursuant to CENRO’s letter dated 26 
July 2021. 

 
TKPI is currently awaiting the schedule of the: (1) next technical conference 

with the DENR to discuss the overlap on TKPI’s FLAGT and Noel Tampe’s and 
Baberlyn Gomez’ OCTs; and (2) actual ground survey to be conducted by the 
CENRO.  

 
In the meantime, TKPI requests for guidance on the implementation of its 

FLAGT in light of the issuance of OCTs which overlap with the timberland 

 
an integral part hereof. 
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subject of the FLAGT. TKPI maintains its position that its FLAGT shall be 
respected until 30 December 2030. 

 
 We understand that the technical conference with the DENR and the actual 

ground survey by the CENRO are necessary for a definitive resolution of the 
pending issues discussed above. To facilitate such resolution, however, TKPI also 
respectfully requests for copies of all surveys conducted involving the areas 
covered by its FLAGT and the OCTs of Gomez and Tampe.  

 
 Thank you for your kind consideration and prompt attention on this 

matter. 
 

Very truly yours, 
 

ANGARA ABELLO CONCEPCION REGALA & CRUZ 
 

By: 
 

SALVADOR L. PEÑA 
 
 

CHRYSILLA CARISSA P. BAUTISTA 
 
 

CHRISTOPHER LOUIE D. OCAMPO 
 
 

JESSICA SHARLA G. BUSTAMANTE 
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