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Republic of the Philippines 
REGIONAL DEVELOPMENT COUNCIL 

MIMAROPA Region 
 

SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CULTURE 
2021 First Quarter Meeting 

Held via Zoom Teleconferencing 
January 26, 2021, 2:00 p.m. 

 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING  

 
ATTENDANCE 
 

SCC Members 

1. Mr. Al Ryan Alejandre  National Commission for Culture and the Arts  

2. Atty. Joselito Alisuag  Commission on Higher Education MIMAROPA 

3. Mr. Rodne Galicha  Bayay Sibuyanon Foundation  

4.  Ms. Chara Eje   National Economic Development Authority MIMAROPA 

5.  Ms. Annabelle Marmol   Department of Education MIMAROPA 

6. Ms. Ma. Fatima Critica  Dept. of Environment and Natural Resources 
MIMAROPA  

7. Mr. Domenic Contreras   Department of Tourism MIMAROPA 

LGU Representatives   

8. Mr. Dhon Stepherson Calda, Ph.D.  Province of Oriental Mindoro 

9. Mr. Eliseo Obligacion   Province of Marinduque 

10 Mr. Jerry Jamilla   Province of Marinduque 

12. Ms. Arlene dela Vega   Province of Romblon 

13. Mr. Ceasar Magbanua  Province of Palawan 

SCC Secretariat  

14. Ms. Maricel Diaz - NCCA 

15. Mr. Arli Joshua Atienza - NCCA 

 
 

I. PRELIMINARIES  
 
The 2021 First Quarter Meeting of the MIMAROPA Special Committee on Culture (SCC) 
was held on January 26, 2021, at 2:00 p.m. Said meeting began with an invocation and 
the singing of the National Anthem led by Mr. Arli Joshua Atienza of the NCCA. This was 
followed by the introduction of the meeting attendees by Ms. Maricel C. Diaz, also of the 
NCCA. After the determination of the quorum, NCCA Executive Director Al Ryan S. 
Alejandre called the meeting to order at 2:15 PM.  
 

II. BUSINESS PROPER  
 
A. Message from NCCA Executive Director 

Executive Director Al Ryan Alejandre opened the meeting with a brief message, 
greeting everybody a Happy New Year and expressing thanks to those present for 
making time to attend the meeting. 
 

B. Review and Approval of the Agenda 
The proposed agenda was approved as presented.  
 



2 | P a g e  
 

C. Review and Approval of the Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
In the interest of time, the SCC members agreed to dispense with the reading of the 
minutes of the previous meeting. The SCC Secretariat requested the members to 
submit their corrections within five working days. The minutes of the previous meeting 
was approved per motion of Ms. Diaz while emphasizing that the corrections could be 
submitted to the Secretariat within five working days.  
 

D. Matters Arising from the Minutes of the Previous Meeting  
Ms. Diaz presented before the body the following matters arising from the previous 
meeting. Said matters were duly noted and approved by the body:  
 

Matters Arising from the from the 
2020 4th Quarter Meeting of the SCC 

Issue/ Agenda Matter Status / Action Taken 

1. SCC Schedule and 
Work Program for 
2021 and the NCCA 
Capacity 
Development 
Activities 

• As agreed upon during the previous meeting, the 
SCC Secretariat presented an updated calendar 
including MIMAROPA festivals and cultural events 
in the calendar and commemorative dates of 
National Artists (N.V.M. Gonzales) and GAMABA 
awardees (Ginaw Bilog and masino Intaray) in the 
region.   

• Relatedly, the meeting participants gave their 
corrections and suggestions on the listed events.  

•  It was also agreed that the LGUs will provide the 
SCC Secretariat an updated list of cultural events 
for the calendar. 

2. MIMAROPA LGUs’ 
Designated 
Representatives to 
the SCC Meetings 

• the SCC Secretariat informed the meeting that 
only the Province of Occidental Mindoro and 
Calapan City have not responded.  Follow up 
letters were sent to the said LGUs last January 15, 
2021 but no response has been received.   

• Mr. Don Stepherson Calda of the Province of 
Oriental Mindoro informed the meeting that 
Calapan City has yet to appoint a Cultural Officer 
who it may designate to attend SCC meeting.  He 
said that he will help follow up the designation of a 
representative from Calapan City.    

• The Secretariat shall also continue to follow up the 
requested designations through written and phone 
communication channels. 

 
E. Matters for Information  

 
1. Preparation of the 2020 MIMAROPA Regional Development Report 

Ms. Chara Lois Eje of NEDA MIMAROPA oriented the meeting on the preparation 
of the 2020 Regional Development Report (RDR) which provides an annual 
assessment of the implementation of the development objectives and targets as 
set forth in the MIMAROPA Regional Development Plan (RDP).  In the preparation 
of the 2020 MIMAROPA (RDR), responsible agencies are requested to submit 
their respective accomplishments responding to the target indicators assigned to 
them.   Agencies are requested to submit their accomplishments to NEDA 
MIMAROPA until March 31, 2021.  After the collating the accomplishments, the 
NEDA will be conducting a technical writeshop sometime in April 2021 to prepare 
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the first draft of 2020 MIMAROPA RDR.    The draft RDR will then be presented to 
the sectoral committees on May 2021, and targeted to be presented to the 
MIMAROPA Full Council for approval on June 2021. 
 

2. Updates on the Mangyan heritage and Cultural Center  
Ms. Diaz reported that information was received from the NCCA Budget Office that 
a Senate budget insertion amounting to P15 Million for the said project was 
included in the NCCA agency budget for the year 2021.  Related to this, Mr. Don 
Stepherson Calda, Provincial Tourism Officer of Oriental Mindoro, presented to the 
meeting the preparatory works conducted and are being done in preparation for 
the implementation of said project. He presented the components of the MHCC 
which include a reception area, exhibit area, performance and workshop area, 
Mangyan Village and an SLT.  The operationalization of the MHCC will be a 
cooperative undertaking of the Provincial Govt. of Oriental Mindoro, Local 
Government of Mansalay and selected Hanunuo Mangyan IP group.  Mr. Rodne 
Galicha suggested to allocate a space within the MHCC for the NCCA.  ED 
Alejandre commented further that instead of the NCCA alone, that the space be 
allocated for the MIMAROPA Special Committee on Culture.  Mr. Don Calda 
replied that the suggestion could be arranged since they are allocating space for 
NCIP as well.  Mr. Calda also informed the body that the performance and 
workshop area will be named after the GAMABA artist Ginaw Bilog, who is a 
Hanunuo Mangyan. 
 
It was agreed that a meeting between the Province of Oriental Mindoro and NCCA 
will be organized to discuss the facilitation of the release of the budget for the 
project.   
 

3. 2021 NCCA Projects in MIMAROPA 
 
Ms. Diaz informed the meeting of the NCCA projects in MIMAROPA that will be 
implemented in 2021.  Under the Competitive Grants program, a documentation 
project entitled “Inventory of the Traditional ritual dance Keder (Kadar) of the 
Palaw’an” will be undertaken by Mr. Ergen, Froilan Jick.  Aside from this, pending 
the submission of complete accreditation documents to NCCA, SLT Palawan is 
set to implement its Year 2 training program in Brookespoint.  
 
Ms. Diaz informed the meeting that agencies and LGUs which are interested to 
implement cultural activities may still request for assistance from the NCCA 
through its Resource Persons Bureau, Outreach Program and Arts in Public 
Spaces Program.  Ms. Diaz also informed the meeting participants that February 
is National Arts Month, and enjoined them to participate in the activities that will be 
posted soon. 
 

III. ADJOURNMENT 
There being no other matters to discuss, the meeting was adjourned at 4:30 p.m.  

 
 
Prepared by:       
 
 
MARICEL C. DIAZ 
MIMAROPA SCC Secretariat 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CULTURE  
2nd Quarter Meeting  

May 4, 2021, 10:00 a.m.  
(via Zoom teleconferencing /online)  

 

Matters Arising from the from the 2021 First Quarter Meeting of the SCC 
 

Issue/ Agenda Matter Agreement 
 

Status 

1. SCC Schedule and Work 
Program for 2021 and the 
NCCA Capacity 
Development Activities 

The LGUs will provide the SCC 
Secretariat an updated list of 
cultural events for the calendar. 
 
SCC Secretariat to check where 
N.A. Lucresia Kasilag hails from 
Marinduque 
 
 

 None were received so far. 
 
 
 
SCC Secretariat to provide 
update      

2. Designation of permanent 
and alternate 
representatives to attend 
SCC meetings  

Mr. Dhon Calda to help follow up 
the designation of a 
representative to SCC meetings 
from Calapan City   
 
The SCC Secretariat to continue 
following up with Calapan City 
and Occidental Mindoro their 
designated representatives  
 

No designations have been 
received.  The Secretariat 
shall continue to follow up 
the request for designation. 

3. Mangyan Heritage and 
Cultural Center   

A meeting shall be arranged 
between the Province of Oriental 
Mindoro and the NCCA to 
discuss the release of the funds 
for the project.   
 

Through calls and  
exchange of emails, the 
request of the Province of 
Oriental Mindoro for the full 
download of the project 
funds was approved by the 
NCCA.   
 
The project status update is 
part of the meeting agenda 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CULTURE  
2nd Quarter Meeting  

May 4, 2021, 10:00 a.m.  
(via Zoom teleconferencing /online) 

 
BRIEF FROM THE SECRETARIAT  
 

Subject: Updates on the Mangyan Heritage and Cultural Center 

 
1. In the Province of Oriental Mindoro, one of the pillars of identity is the 

Mangyan culture. However, their cultural practices are slowly disappearing 
due to the influence of lowland ways. The inter-marriage and exposure of 
the younger generation with the non-IPs have brought great impact in the 
beliefs and traditions of the Mangyans in the Province. Despite the effort of 
the Mangyan Elders to instill the indigenous life and customs, there have 
been a fast-changing atmosphere in the different indigenous cultural 
communities of the seven (7) tribes. Majority of the youth do not already 
know how to speak their respective languages.1 

 

2. It is with this scenario that the preservation, promotion and appreciation of 
the Mangyan culture should be advocated and supported. The Provincial 
Government of Oriental Mindoro (PGOM), in partnership with the Local 
Government of Mansalay and National Commission for Culture and the Arts 
(NCCA) initiated the establishment of Mangyan Heritage and Cultural 
Center (MHCC). This will serve as an avenue for promoting the Mangyan 
culture. It embodies the principles of community-based sustainable tourism 
as it not only promotes culture but also provides Mangyans with 
opportunities for direct and indirect livelihood and employment. 2  

 

3. In relation to the above the project was submitted to the RDC and the 
required budget of P15 Million was included in the NCCA’s proposed RDIP 
for 2021 (tier 2). 
 

4. During the 2021 First Quarter Meeting of the SCC, the NCCA reported that 
a budget insertion from the Senate amounting to P15 Million was included 
in 2021 budget of the NCCA. 
 

5. The NCCA and the Province of Oriental Mindoro will update the meeting on 
the status of the project .  
 

6. Action Requested:  For information  

 

 
1 MHCC project Proposal 
2 Ibid 
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SPECIAL COMMITTEE ON CULTURE  

2nd Quarter Meeting  
May 4, 2021, 10:00 a.m.  

(via Zoom teleconferencing /online) 

 
BRIEF FROM THE SECRETARIAT  
 
Subject: Oriental Mindoro Annual Cultural Development Plan 2022 

 
1. On March 19, 2021, the Oriental Mindoro Council for History, Culture and 

the Arts held a meeting to discuss and approve its 2022 Annual Cultural 
Development Plan.  
 

2. The ACDP focuses on cultural promotion and education, art development, 
and heritage conservation for the integral development, promotions and 
conservation of the rich cultural heritage of the Province. 

 
3. The Province of Oriental Mindoro will present to the meeting its 2022 

Annual Cultural Development Plan. 
 
 

4. Action Requested : For information  
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