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NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES – REGION IV-B 
3rd Flr., GLC Bldg. JP Rizal Street, San Vicente 
Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro 

NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
PALAWAN PROVINCIAL OFFICE 
Barangay Hall, Sta. Monica Heights 
Puerto Princesa, Palawan 

Attention: Dir. Mary Grace Pascua 
Regional Director, NCIP Region IV-B 

Ms. Mary Ann Delos Santos 
Provincial Officer, NCIP Palawan 

Re: Petition for Identification, Delineation, 
and Recognition of Ancestral Domain 
Claim and for the Issuance of a 
Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title 
filed by Remedios C. Cabral on behalf of 
the Tagbanua-Tandulanen Indigenous 
People 

Dear Director Pascua and Ms. Delos Santos: 

On behalf of our client, Ten Knots Philippines, Inc. (“TKPI”), we write 
in relation to the Petition for Identification, Delineation, and Recognition of 
Ancestral Domain Claim and for the Issuance of a Certificate of Ancestral 
Domain Title (“CADT”) (“CADT Application”) filed by Remedios C. Cabral on 
behalf of the Tagbanua-Tandulanen indigenous people (“IP”), docketed as 
CADT Application No. R04-PAL-0132-AD. 

We understand that the CADT Application covers Dewil Valley and the 
entire El Nido. Given the area claimed, lands over which vested and/or existing 
rights were previously acquired by third parties, including TKPI, are inevitably 
covered by the CADT Application. 
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For this Honorable Office’s information, we clarify certain facts 
regarding some properties covered by the CADT Application: 

1. TKPI and its related entities hold certificates of title over certain lands
in El Nido. Portions of these properties have been registered to TKPI
as early as 1986 and to its predecessors-in-interest as early as 1926. As
this Honorable Office is aware, based on Section 56 of Republic Act
No. 8371, or the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Acts of 1997,1 as
implemented by Section 59 of NCIP Administrative Order No. 01-20,
these titles are incontrovertible and these titled lands should be
excluded from any ancestral domain to be titled.

2. TKPI also holds Forest Land Use Agreements for Tourism Purposes
(“FLAgTs”) over certain portions of the Pangulasian, Miniloc, and
Lagen islands. The FLAgTs were issued in 2005.

3. TKPI, its related entities, and their predecessors-in-interest have been
in open and continuous possession of the lands over which they have
vested and/or existing rights recognized by law.

In line with the foregoing, TKPI respectfully requests that lands over 
which it and its related entities have existing and/or vested rights be segregated 
and excluded from any ancestral domain or other related rights to be 
considered, recognized, or titled by this Honorable Office, consistent with the 
law and prevailing issuances of this Honorable Office. To facilitate the 
segregation of these lands, TKPI is willing to submit proof of its titles and vested 
rights. 

To further assist this Honorable Office and pursuant to this Honorable 
Office’s Freedom of Information Policy,2 TKPI requests for the status of the 
CADT Application, as well as copies of all filings and documents submitted or 
issued in relation to it. Further, as a stakeholder that is clearly affected by the 
CADT Application, TKPI requests that it be notified of any action/s on Ms. 
Cabral’s CADT Application at the following addresses, so that it may provide 
the necessary information: 

Ten Knots Philippines, Inc. 
3rd Floor Alveo Corporate Center 
728 28th Street, Bonifacio Global City 

1 “SEC. 56. Existing Property Rights Regimes. - Property rights within the ancestral domains already 
existing and/or vested upon effectivity of this Act, shall be recognized and respected.” 

2 See Commission En Banc Resolution No. 07-16.2017, NCIP Freedom of Information Manual, Sec. 
6.
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Taguig City, Philippines 

Attention: Javier D. Hernandez 

Angara Abello Concepcion Regala & Cruz 
22nd Floor ACCRALAW Tower 
2nd Avenue corner 30th Street, Crescent Park West, Bonifacio Global City 
Taguig, Philippines 

Attention:  Salvador L. Peña 
Chrysilla Carissa P. Bautista  
Christopher Louie D. Ocampo 
Angelmhina D. Lencio 
Samantha Beatrice P. King 
Jessica Sharla G. Bustamante 

Thank you for your kind consideration and prompt attention on this 
matter. 

      Very truly yours, 

 ANGARA ABELLO CONCEPCION REGALA & CRUZ 

By: 

SALVADOR L. PEÑA 

CHRYSILLA CARISSA P. BAUTISTA 

CHRISTOPHER LOUIE D. OCAMPO 

       ANGELMHINA D. LENCIO 

   SAMANTHA BEATRICE P. KING 

JESSICA SHARLA G. BUSTAMANTE 
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Copy furnished: 
 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
Attn: MR. ROGELIO F.M. BANTAYAN, JR. 
Executive Director 
6th and 7th Floors,  Sunnymede IT Center 
1614 Quezon Ave. 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES – ROXAS 
SERVICE CENTER 
Attn: MR. BRENN P. CABIGUEN 
Officer-in-Charge, Roxas Service Center 
2/F Paredes Building (ROCAR), National Highway, Brgy. 2 
Roxas, Palawan 
 
 


