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NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
MIMAROPA Region 
3rd Floor, ARGO Building 
514 EDSA corner P. Tuazon 
Quezon City 1101 
ncipmimaropa@gmail.com 
region4b@ncip.gov.ph 
jijontila@gmail.com  
 
 

 Attention: MS. MARIE GRACE T. PASCUA, CESO III 
Regional Director, NCIP MIMAROPA 

 
ATTORNEY JANSEN I. JONTILA 
Provincial Officer, NCIP Palawan 

 
Re: Lifting and Recall of the Cease and Desist 

Order dated 7 March 2022 and Delineation 
of Titled Properties 

     
Dear Regional Director Pascua and Provincial Officer Jontila:  
 

 On behalf of Ten Knots Philippines, Inc. (“TKPI”), we write in relation to the 
proposed Memorandum of Agreement (“MOA”) discussed during the Pre-Field Based 
Investigation (“FBI”) Conference held on 8 April 2022 and the meeting conducted on 
13 April 2022 among this Honorable Office, TKPI, and the Tagbanua Tandulanen 
group, as represented by Attorney Peter Paul L. Danao (“Atty. Danao). It was agreed 
therein that in consideration for the voluntary undertakings of TKPI, as set forth below, 
NCIP will cause the lifting of the Cease and Desist Order (“CDO”) dated 7 March 2022 
and the Tagbanua Tandulanen ICC/IP will not oppose the same. Accordingly, TKPI 
prepared the draft MOA and furnished the same to Atty. Danao on 16 April 2022. 
However, Atty. Danao rejected the draft MOA outright, despite it containing the 
substance of what was agreed in principle, and without any good faith effort on the 
part of Atty. Danao to propose amendments to the draft MOA.  

 
Notwithstanding the failure of the parties to agree on the finer details of the 

MOA, TKPI is nevertheless willing to voluntarily undertake to do the following within 
the expansion areas of the Lio Tourism Estate Project, consisting of more or less three 
hundred (300) hectares, excluding the developed areas covered by TKPI’s Certificate 
of Non-Overlap (“CNO”) with Control No. RIV-PAL-2013-09-021 dated 2 September 
2013 issued by the NCIP (“Covered Property”): 

 
A. TKPI will desist from further selling lots within the Covered Property. 
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B. TKPI will desist from further advertising the sale of lots within the Covered 

Property. 
  
C. TKPI will desist from pursuing further construction activities within the 

Covered Property. 
 
Notably, the issuance of the CDO was predicated on TKPI’s alleged refusal to 

undergo Free and Prior Informed Consent (“FPIC”) process. As has been clarified by 
TKPI and as borne by its multiple letters, it appears that the issuance of the CDO is 
based on sheer miscommunication. In fact, TKPI has repeatedly declared its readiness 
to go through the Certification Precondition (“CP”) process, including the FPIC. Also, 
TKPI has already submitted all the necessary documents to facilitate the CP process, 
following the checklist provided by your good office. Since TKPI’s submissions were 
found to be complete, and the CP and/or FPIC process has already commenced, and 
given TKPI’s voluntary undertakings above, the CDO should thus be lifted. 

 
Further, we also write in relation to lands over which TKPI has existing and/or 

vested rights within the area covered by Remedios C. Cabral’s Application for a 
Certificate of Ancestral Domain Title (“CADT Application”). 

 
To recall, as early as 14 July 2021, this Honorable Office, through a letter of even 

date, requested TKPI to provide copies of its titles to help the Office plot its technical 
descriptions in the segregation of said titles within the area covered by the CADT 
Application. On 6 August 2021, TKPI submitted, among other documents, the Transfer 
Certificate of Titles (“TCT”) pertaining to the Lio Estate. 

 
In line with the foregoing, TKPI respectfully requests that these titled properties 

be segregated and excluded from lands covered by any CADT application, consistent 
with Section 56 of Republic Act No. 8371, or the Indigenous Peoples’ Rights Acts of 
1997. The titles to these lands are incontrovertible. Therefore, said lands should be 
excluded from any ancestral domain to be titled. 

 
 

Respectfully, 
 

ANGARA ABELLO CONCEPCION REGALA & CRUZ 
 
By: 
 

 
SALVADOR L. PEÑA 

 
 

CHRYSILLA CARISSA P. BAUTISTA 
 
 

CHRISTOPHER LOUIE D. OCAMPO 
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JESSICA SHARLA G. BUSTAMANTE 
 
 

MIGUEL RICO E. DE GUZMAN 
 

 
 

 
 

Copy furnished: 
 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
Attn: MR. ALLEN A. CAPUYAN 
NCIP Chairperson 
6th and 7th Floors, Sunnymede IT Center 
1614 Quezon Ave. 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
chairperson.external@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
COMMISSIONER GASPAR A. CAYAT 
Commissioner for Cordillera Administrative Region and Region I 
car.ncip.gov.ph 
comm.carand1@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
ATTORNEY NORBERTO M. NAVARRO 
Commissioner for Region II 
region2@ncip.gov.ph 
comm.region2@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
COMMISSIONER ROLANDO M. RIVERA 
Commissioner for Region III and Rest of Luzon 
region3@ncip.gov.ph 
comm.region3andrestluzon@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
COMMISSIONER JEORGE M. LARGADO 
Commissioner for Region IV-B and Rest of Visayas 
region4ncip@gmail.com 
 
 
ATTORNEY PINKY GRACE P. PABELIC 
Commissioner for Northern and Western Mindanao 
region9@ncip.gov.ph 
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comm.northernandwesternmindanao@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
COMMISSIONER JENNIFER L. SIBUG-LAS 
Commissioner for Central Mindanao 
comm.centralmindanao@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
 Attn: MR. ROGELIO F.M. BANTAYAN, JR. 
Executive Director 
6th and 7th Floors, Sunnymede IT Center 
1614 Quezon Ave. 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
oed@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
HON. EDNA G. LIM 
Municipal Mayor 
El Nido, Palawan 
mmoelnido@gmail.com 
 
 
ATTORNEY JONATHAN C. JO 
Office of the Clerk of Commission 
 6th and 7th Floors, Sunnymede IT Center 
1614 Quezon Ave. 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
info@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
Attn: Attorney Gillian S. Dunuan 
Director IV, Legal Affairs Office 
6th and 7th Floors, Sunnymede IT Center 
1614 Quezon Ave. 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
lao@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
NATIONAL COMMISSION ON INDIGENOUS PEOPLES 
Attn: Attorney Caesar M. Ortega 
OIC-Director IV, Ancestral Domain Office 
6th and 7th Floors, Sunnymede IT Center 
1614 Quezon Ave. 
South Triangle, Quezon City 
ado@ncip.gov.ph 
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MR. REYNALDO B. DINGAL 
Director, Office of Empowerment and Human Rights 
oehr@ncip.gov.ph 
 
 
MS. LORMELYN E. CLAUDIO 
Regional Executive Director 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
DENR by the Bay, 1515 L&S Bldg. 
Roxas Boulevard, Manila 
mimaroparegion@denr.gov.ph 
 
 
HON. JULIUS ERVIN O. ENCISO 
Regional Director, DHSUD IV-B 
Department Of Human Settlements and Urban 
Development 
5th Floor, DHSUD Building 
Kalayaan Avenue corner Mayaman Street 
 Diliman, Quezon City 
region4b@dhsud.gov.ph 

 
 

ATTORNEY BEVIENNE G. MALATEO 
Regional Director 
Department of Tourism, MIMAROPA 
2nd Floor, the New DOT Bldg.,  
351 Sen. Gil Puyat Avenue,  
Brgy. Bel-Air II, Makati City 1200 

 dot4b@tourism.gov.ph 
 
 
 


