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SUBJECT: SUPPLEMENTAL GUIDELINES IN THE PROCESSING OF 
APPLICATIONS FOR AGRICULTURAL FREE PATENT UNDER 
DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 2021-38 

Pursuant to Section 15 of DENR Administrative Order No. 2021-38 or the Implementing 
Rules and Regulations of Republic Act No. 11573 which allows the LMB Director to issue 
supplemental guidelines for clarification/direction on the implementation of the processing of 
agricultural free patent applications and to ensure uniformity in its implementation, this Circular 
is hereby issued for the guidance of all concerned: 

Section 1. Qualification of the Applicant. In addition to the qualifications provided for 
under Section 5 of DAD No. 2021-38, former natural-born Filipino citizens who subsequently 
acquired foreign citizenship may still qualify for Agricultural Free Patent provided that the 
following additional documents shall be submitted: 

Birth Certificate issued by the Philippine Statistics Authority 
Identification Certification issued by the Bureau of Immigration 

Section 2. Processing of Applications. All subsisting or pending applications filed on 
before December 31, 2020 and recorded in LAMS shall be processed in accordance with DAD 
No. 2021-38. However, the old application forms as filed shall still be valid and no additional 
payment shall be charged from the applicant. 

The corresponding notation "Reprocessed under RA 11573" shall be entered in the 
'remarks' field of LAMS PLA module to exempt them from the 120 days processing time. 
However, except for those pending due to protest, the rest shall be given corresponding demerit 
under the performance measurement system. 

Section 3. Forms. The following forms referred to as Annexes in DAD No. 2021-38 are 
hereby prescribed and adopted: 

Application Form 
Checklist of Requirements 
Notice of Application for Free Patent 
Investigation Report 
Transmittal of Agricultural Free Patent for Registration 
Order: Approval of Application and Issuance of Patent 

All other forms such as the Notification to the Applicant, Order of Disapproval of 
Application, and A&D Certification prescribed under DAD No. 2021-38 shall still be used. 

Further, those forms prescribed under the Manual for Land Disposition which are not 
superseded by the DAD and this Circular may still be used when applicable. 

Section 4. Proof of Posting of Application. The Land Investigator/Deputy Public Land 
Inspector shall provide a geo-tagged photograph of the Notice of Application for Free Patent as 
posted in the Municipal Building and Barangay Hall (in addition to the geo-tagged photograph of 
the land). 



Said geo-tagged photograph shall be attached in the Investigation Report. 

, 	Section 5. Administrative Fees and Other Expenses. Only the application fee and cost 
of the documentary stamp shall be collected from the applicant. 

To minimize expenses, copies of Approved Plan, Cadastral Map, and Teclutical 
Description needed in processing Agricultural Free Patent applications may be accessed in the 
LAMS where connectivity is available and may be printed in a bond paper. 

In cases where connectivity is not available, these documents may be photographed and 
printed in a bond paper. 

For LRA Clearance purposes, the Certification expenses shall be waived but the 
reproduction expenses shall be charged to the applicant. 

For judicial application purposes, expenses on the required A&D Certification and 
Advanced Plan to be issued by the Surveys and Mapping Division of the Regional Office shall be 
charged to the applicant. 

Section 6. Repealing Clause. All other issuances that are inconsistent herewith are hereby 
modified and or repealed accordingly. 

Section 7. Effectivity. This Circular takes effect immediately. 




















