
Altai Mining 
Philippines Corp.
MPSA NO. 304-2009-IVB



Basic Information

Date Filed 21 May 1996

Date Endorsed to CO 03 January 2008

Date Granted 23 December 2009

Date Registered 22 June 2010

Area Applied/ 

Approved
1,854.44 hectares/1,580.8010 hectares

Location San Fernando, Sibuyan Island

Commodity
Nickel, iron, cobalt, chromite and other 

associated mineral deposits



Area Status and Clearance from the OSS

Clearance Fee paid on 

9 February 1995



Note that the 

delineation of Block B 

appears to exclude Mt 

Guiting-Guiting

One Stop Shop  Plotting



Map showing 
the applied vs 
the approved



Map showing 
the applied vs 
the approved
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NCIP Certification



Proof of 
receipt of the 

Work 
Programs by 

the 
Sangguniang 

Bayan and 
Barangay 



Background/Status

CDO issued 19 September 2011 (MGB CO)

CDO lifted 09 September 2021 (DENR CO)

Present Status Exploration Period (EP) renewed

EP renewal 

coverage
12 July 2021 to 12 July 2024

Performance Bond

PhP8,807,000.00 

To guarantee faithful 

performance of its obligation in 

connection with the Exploration 

Period renewal



• Issued on 19 September 

2011 due to the 13 

September 2011 letter-

complaint of the Mayor of 

San Fernando, Romblon

• Alleged legal and 

environmental issues

DETAILS OF CEASE AND DESIST ORDER



CDO issued

Date Issued 19 September 2011

Reason Alleged legal and 

environmental issues per letter 

from Mayor Dindo C. Rios, San 

Fernando, Romblon

EVENTS AFTER CDO ISSUANCE

Investigation conducted on 04 November 2011 revealed that:

• No exploration or related mining activity was observed;

• Altai ceased its operation on 20 September 2011;

• Mayor of San Fernando alleged that:

• The application has no endorsement from the SB San 

Fernando;

• No Business Permit was issued to the company by the 

Municipal Government of San Fernando;

• No public consultation and no prior informed consent from 

ancestral people in the subject locality;



REQUEST OF ALTAI TO LIFT THE CDO

Filed at MGB CO on 03 October 2011 :

Grounds:

1. The CDO violates Altai’s right to due process;

2. The MPSA has not been violated as to allow the valid 

issuances of a CDO;

3. Altai’s prospective exploration activities will not damage the 

environment; and

4. The moratorium declared by the Provincial Government of 

Romblon is invalid.



Appeal filed at the Office of 
the President by Altai on 

03 April 2013



REASONS OF APPELLANT

1. The exploration activity is not a serious threat to the rivers and 

streams of Sibuyan Island;

2. The moratorium imposed by then Mayor Dindo Coronel Rios 

against mining activities cannot supersede the Philippine Mining 

Act;

3.Complaint is without evidence;

4. The complaint of CBCP became moot and academic upon the 

issuance of MPSA in favor of Altai;

5.Lack of due process; and

6.No violation of the terms and conditions of the MPSA.



Declaratory Relief

• Petition filed by Altai on 26 April 2012

• For the nullity of 

o EO No.001, S 2011 issued by the Provincial Governor and

o Joint Municipal Resolutions both dated 20 August 2010 

(Cajidiocan, Magdiwang, and Romblon)

• Declaratory Relief Resolution by the RTC-Romblon dated 17 

January 2013, dispositive portion:

“WHEREFORE, Executive Order No. 1, Series of 2011, 

issued by respondent Eduardo C. Firmalo in his capacity 

as the Provincial Governor is hereby declared 

UNCONSTITUTIONAL.”



Motion to Recall the Appeal 
to lift the CDO filed at the 

DENR by Altai on 
12 October 2020



REASONS OF ALTAI

1. Altai has approved Work Programs;

2. Altai has favorable endorsements from Barangays Taclobo and Espana, 

and the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Romblon pursuant to DENR 

Memorandum Order No. 2004-09;

3. Exploration activities have very minimal disturbance as it only  involves 

assessment/delineation of nickel ore by drilling operation and possible 

construction of access road going to the exploration site;

4. The planned exploration activities will not adversely affect the surrounding 

environment including the tourist spot in Cantingas River;

5. The activities implemented were in conformity with the approved Work 

Programs;

6. Altai did not violate any of the terms and conditions of the MPSA



LEGAL ISSUES RAISED BY ALTAI

1.Lack of due process; the CDO was issues without first 

hearing the side of Altai against the allegations made 

by then Mayor Dindo C. Rios;

2.Altai did not violate any of the terms and conditions of 

the MPSA, and

3.The imposition of moratorium on metallic mining for an 

indefinite time in the Province of Romblon is 

unconstitutional



CDO Lifted by the DENR 
on 09 September 2021



REASONS FOR CDO LIFTING

1. The MPSA of Altai is merely in the Explorative Phase, meaning that the full-

scale mining project is still subject to another application and assessment 

for Declaration of Mining Project Feasibility, the grant of which is 

contingent on whether or not the project is technically, socially, 

environmentally, and financially feasible and compliant.

2. The activities of Altai are limited only to activities to determine the

feasibility of the project and is not a full-scale mining operation, and any

disturbances that may happen to the environment are properly

addressed in Altai’s 23 December 2009-approved Environmental Work

Program.

3. The records of MGB-MIMAROPA Region showed that the activities

performed by Altai prior to the 19 September 2011 CDO was found to be

in accordance with the terms and conditions of its 23 December 2009-

approved Exploration Work Program.



CONDITIONS UNDER THE CDO LIFTING

CONDITIONS COMPLIANCE

Secure approval of the Deed of Assignment 

from Altai to Sibuyan Nickel Properties 

Development Corporation 

Application for the Deed of 

Assignment by Altai and 

Sibuyan Nickel withdrawn on 09 

November 2021

Renewal of the Exploration Period taking 

into account that an intensive Information, 

Education and Communication Campaign 

(IEC) shall be incorporated in the 

Community Development Program (CDP), 

which  shall be submitted within 6 months 

from the approval of the Exploration

• Exploration Period approved 

by MGB CO

• IEC is ongoing as reported by 

complainants



Renewal of Exploration Period  - 12 July 2022



CONDITIONS OF THE RENEWAL OF THE EXPLORATION PERIOD

1. Implementation of the Work Programs (Exploration and Environmental)  is 

subject to the periodic audit/monitoring of the MGB;

2. Furnish the Sangguniang Panlalawigan of Romblon a  copy of the 

approved Work Programs;

3. Submission of status reports of the approved Work Programs to the MGB;

4. Secure approval of the Community Development Program and Safety and 

Health Program in MGB MIMAROPA Region within 60 days from receipt of 

the approval;

5. Submit the following within 15 days from receipt:

a. Amended Performance Bond extending the expiry from 05 July 2024 to 

12 July 2024;

b. Revised Work Programs taking into consideration the comments from 

MGB CO;

6. Implement the proposed WPs pending the approval of its revision.



ISSUES AND CONCERNS

• Complaint on the illegal mining activities by 

Altai

• Investigation conducted on 27 June 2022 by 

the PENRO Romblon 

• Findings:

1. No evidence of cutting of mangroves in the 

vicinity where the proposed road is located 

during the conduct of investigation.  The site 

has already flattened.

2. The area where the bunkhouses are 

located have been in the vicinity since 

2012.

3. Both areas are already enclosed with 

barbwire having a sign that says “No Entry, 

Private Property.”



RECENT LGU RESOLUTIONS

RESOLUTIONS TITLE ISSUED BY DATE

Sangguniang 

Panlalawigan 

Resolution No. 

07-2022-20

A Resolution Opposing and Prohibiting All Forms of Environmentally

Destructive and Irresponsible Mining in the Province of Romblon,

Ensuring Hereto the Rights of its Constituents to a Safe and Healthy

Environment

Sangguniang 

Panlalawigan 

of Romblon

15 July 

2022

Sangguniang 

Bayan Resolution 

No. 83, series of 

2022

A Resolution Strongly Opposing the Mineral Production Sharing

Agreement of Altai Philippines Mining Corporation in San Fernando,

Romblon; Requesting President Rodrigo Roa Duterte and Incoming

President Ferdinand Romualdez Marcos, Jr. and the Congress of

the Philippines to Declare Sibuyan Island Free from Metallic Mining

and Revoke All Mining Permits and Applications in Sibuyan Island

Sangguniang 

Bayan of San 

Fernando

06 June 

2022

Sangguniang 

Barangay 

Resolution No. 

19, series of 2022

Pagpapahayag ng Mariing Pagtutol o Pagsalungat sa Napipintong

Pagbubukas ng Minahan sa Nasasakupang Lugar ng Barangay

Taclobo, San Fernando, Romblon sa Ilalaim ng Altai Philippines

Mining Corporation

Sangguniang 

Barangay of 

Taclobo

30 May 

2022

Sangguniang 

Barangay 

Resolution No. 

29, series of 2022

Resolution Declaring Barangay España as a No to Mining Area in

the Municipality of San Fernando

Sangguniang 

Barangay of 

España

20 June 

2022



Thank you . . .



Mt. Guiting-
Guiting Natural 
Park

• Presidential Proclamation 

No. 746 dated 20 February 

1996

• Submitted to PMS Library 

on 15 March 1996


