MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING

This Memorandum of Agreement (MOA) is entered into this ___ day of ____________ 2022 at Puerto Princesa, Palawan between:

The De La Salle University an educational institution operating under the laws of the Republic of the Philippines, with principal office at 2401 Taft Avenue Manila 1004, represented by its President, BR. Br. RAYMUNDO B. SUPLIDO, FSC duly authorized for the purpose, hereinafter referred to as “DLSU”;
-and-

The TUBBATAHA MANAGEMENT OFFICE, with office address at Manalo Extension, Bgy. Milagrosa, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan represented by the Protected Area Superintendent, ANGELIQUE SONGCO, hereinafter referred to as “TMO”;

DLSU and TMO shall hereinafter be referred to individually as a ‘Party’ and collectively as the ‘Parties’.
WITNESSETH:

WHEREAS, one of the programs of the Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park is Ecosystem Research and Monitoring which requires dependable scientific assessments to anticipate potential problems and to serve as a basis for decision-making;

WHEREAS, it is the policy of the Tubbataha Protected Management Board (TPAMB) to actively pursue the collaboration and partnership of stakeholders in the management of the Park; 
WHEREAS, the DLSU Br. Alfred Shields FSC Ocean Research (DLSU-ShORE) Center has been involved in various research in Tubbataha and the Sulu Sea and has expressed interest to continue their support;
WHEREAS, TMO is the executive arm of the TPAMB in the management and administration of activities in the TRNP;
NOW, THEREFORE, for and in consideration of the foregoing premises and undertakings herein set forth, the parties hereby agreed as follows:
Article I – Objective

The DLSU and TMO hereby agree to render mutual collaboration and cooperation in the implementation of the TRNP Ecosystem Research and Monitoring Program.
Article II – Responsibilities of the Parties

2.1 DLSU shall:
a. Provide technical expertise in the design, application and evaluation of research methodologies, analysis of data gathered and writing/review of technical report;
b. Provide manpower and logistical assistance whenever available;

c. Assist in mentoring research staff and partners in improving the implementation of the ecosystem research and monitoring program;  
d. Send resource person(s) in fieldwork, meetings, conferences and trainings, whenever possible;
e. Help secure technical and financial support to sustain joint research activities.

2.2 TMO shall:

a. Designate point person(s) to coordinate and facilitate the implementation of activities that will be identified under this agreement; 

b. Organize the research team which may be composed of TMO staff and partners and provide for the supplies and logistical requirements to conduct the research activities;
c. Ensure that research reports are submitted promptly;
d. Secure technical and financial support to sustain the ecosystem research and monitoring activities.
Article III - Project Arrangements  
1. Each Party may appoint representatives to oversee and facilitate the collaborative activities contemplated under this MOA.

2. To implement the collaborative activities, representatives may meet periodically to negotiate and conclude specific projects, including terms for their financing, with each other and, as the case may be, with other parties provided that neither Party shall have the power to bind the other Party without the other Party’s consent in writing.  To implement any project, the Parties shall mutually agree on the terms in writing.
Article IV – Intellectual Property

1. The terms with respect to title to, protection, use and exploitation of intellectual property, inventions and innovations arising from any Project or joint research activities will be negotiated on a project-by-project basis, with the mutually agreed terms to be set out in writing.
2. All intellectual property held by a Party which the Party may disclose or introduce to the other Party in connection with this MOA and all materials in which such intellectual property is held shall remain the property of the Party introducing or disclosing it. This clause shall survive the termination of this MOA.
3. The Parties shall be informed of any developing manuscript or publication arising from research outputs of projects under this MOA. Collaborating personnel from the Parties may become co-author of a manuscript or publication by being involved in at least three out of the following criteria for authorship, that is: Conceptualization, Data Collection, Data Analysis and Writing. Individuals who contributed, but do not fit the criteria for authorship shall be duly acknowledged in the manuscript or publication.
Article V – Publication of Articles
Each Party shall be able to publish the findings of the Projects in journals or electronic repositories, or present them at a conference or seminar, subject to the agreed upon terms by the Parties. 
Article VI – Amendments

This MOA may be amended and supplemented in writing at any time by the mutual consent of the Parties in writing.
IN WITNESS WHEREOF, the Parties hereto affix their signatures on the date and place mentioned above.
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