
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Environmental Management Bureau 
MIMAROPA Region

1509001

MEMORANDUM

TO THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR 
DENR - MIMAROPA REGION

FROM

SUBJECT

THE REGIONAL DIRECTOR
EMB MIMAROPA Region

RESPONSE TO THE E-MAIL DATED 20 AUGUST 2022 FROM 
NARZALINA LIM REGARDING THE CORON - CULION 
BRIDGE PROJECT

DATE 09 SEPTEMBER 2022

This is in response to the e-mail dated 20 August 2022 regarding the actions taken by our Office 
and status of implementation of the Coron - Culion Bridge Project located at Brgy, Bintuan, Coron, 
Palawan.

Please be informed that our technical personnel have already conducted site inspections on 31 
March 2021 and 16 November 2021 relative to the complaint received by this Office on the alleged road 
widening activities in Barangay Bintuan as part of the proposed Coron - Culion Bridge Project.

During the inspection, it was noted that the Coron - Culion Bridge component was not implemented 
because of a Stoppage Order issued by DPWH against the contractors for failure to secure government 
permits and clearances, At that time, the road widening component of the project, with a distance of eight 
(8) kilometers starting from Coron- Busuanga Highway leading to the proposed Coron-Culion Bridge 
Project has already commenced.

Thus, this Office issued a Notice of Violation (NOV) dated 17 May 2022 against DPWH 
MIMAROPA for implcmenting/engaging in the Coron - Culion Bridge and its project components without 
a valid Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) issued by this Office.

However, this Office did not receive any response from DPWH in connection with the 
abovementioned NOV.

Hence, an Order was issued against DPWH MIMAROPA on 14 July 2022 finding DPWH 
MIMAROPA liable for violating Section 4 of Presidential Decree 1586 and was ordered to pay the fine 
amounting to FIFTY THOUSAND PESOS (Php 50,000.00).

Furthermore, DPWH MIMAROPA was also ordered to SUSPEND all activities EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY until and unless a valid ECC for the Coron - Culion Bridge Project, including all the 
components of the project were secured from this Office.

This is for the information and guidance of the Regional Executive Director DENR-MIMAROPA
Region.

JOE AMIH 4. SALINO 
Regjo^al Director

PENRO Compound, Brgy. Suqui, Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro 
Regional Satellite Office: 6,n Floor DENR by the Bay Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila 

office of the Regional Director: (02) 8S36 9786; Administrative and Finance Division: (02) 8536 9786 
Environmental Management and Enforcement Division: (02) 8633 2587; Clearance and Permitting Division: (02) 8633 2587

Records Management Unit: (02)8633 8900 
E-mail Address: embmimaropa(Semb.gov.oh

Website: www.mimaropa.emb.eov.ph R4B 2022 016435

http://www.mimaropa.emb.eov.ph


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU
DENK CijiuyuiiJid, Visayai A.l-uic. Uut’/on Ciiy 1115

TBiepriorw Nos 1632P927-15 17,9?S-3;-25: Fax No (632) 92C-22-5a 
Weteite hup //wvw.emo.gov.pn ■' Email; maiKfi'emb gov.ph

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REVISED PROCEDURAL MANUAL FOR 
DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 30, SERIES OF 2003 OF PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NO. 1586. THIS

CERTIFICATE OF NON-COVERAGE 
(CNC-OL-R4B-2022-04-00713)

Issued to

DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS R4B

On

April 22, 2022 

For its

CONSTRUCTION/IMPROVEMENT OF CORON-CUUON BRIDGE STA. STA 4+800 - 6+^527.46
Brgy. Bintuan Coron, Palawan, R4B

Classified as

ITEM 3.4.2 INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS/ROADS AND BRIDGES/ROADS, WIDENING, REHABILITATION 
AND/OR IMPROVEMENT WITH NO CRITICA SLOPE - WITH <- 50% INCREASE IN CAPACITY (OR IN

TERMS OF LENGTH/WIDTH)
(Declared Project Size: 1.72746 Kilo meter Increase in length)

THE ISSUANCE OF THIS CERTIFICATE SHALL NOT EXEMPT THE GRANTEE FROM COMPLIANCE WITH 
APPLICABLE ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS INCLUDING THE PERMITTING 
REQUIREMENTS OF OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES NEITHER CREATE ANY RIGHT NOR BE USED AS 
AN AUTHORIZATION TO IMPLEMENT THE PROJECT, YOU MAY PROCEED WITH THE 
IMPLEMENTATION ONLY AFTER SECURING ALL THE NECESSARY AND RELEVANT PERMITS FROM 
OTHER PERTINENT GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

MOREOVER, ANY EXPANSION AND/OR MODIFICATION OTHER THAN SPECIFIED ABOVE SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED AS A VIOLATION OF P.D. 1586 (EIA SYSTEM) AND SHALL BE SUBJECTED TO IMPOSITION 
OF FINES/PENALTIES AMOUNTING TO PHP 50,000.00.

ENGKrWnXIAM P. CUN ADO 
Director

Receipt No.2214382/ Php 1240.00/ April 21,2022 
ARN. 991cdf46-0033-4fa6-e057-dd0b8f04n0e

»»»»»x«« This Is a computer generated document which cart be validated through https://cnconline.emh.gov.ph/cnconlineforpublic
»>»x«<<<c«««<

https://cnconline.emh.gov.ph/cnconlineforpublic


Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

ENVIRONMENTAL MANAGEMENT BUREAU
OENK Cuiiip-jind, Visayab A.eaiie, "’ii nuvi. Cily 111b

TeloshorKr Nos: (b-32)lJ2/-15-K 928-3/-2b: Fax No. (632)920-22-58 
'iVetiSHe hltpi/'vww er’t) flov cli Env-iii. mailjlf-mo.gov pn

IN ACCORDANCE WITH THE REVISED PROCEDURAL MANUAL FOR 
DENR ADMINISTRATIVE ORDER NO. 30, SERIES OF 2003 OF PRESIDENTIAL

DECREE NO. 1586, THIS

CERTIFICATE OF NON-COVERAGE 
(CNC-OL-R4B-2022-04-00712)

Issued to

DEPARTMENT OF PUBUC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS R4B

On

April 22, 2022 

For its

CONSTRUCTION/IMPROVEMENT OF CORON-CUUON BRIDGE STA. 2+931.50 - STA. 4+800
Brgy. Bintuan Coron, Palawan, R4B

Classified as

ITEM 3.4.2 INFRASTRUCTURE PROJECTS/ROADS AND BRIDGES/ROADS, WIDENING, REHABILITATION 
AND/OR IMPROVEMENT WITH NO CRITICA SLOPE - WITH <- 50% INCREASE IN CAPACITY (OR IN

TERMS OF LENGTH/WIDTH)
(Declared Project Size: 1.8685 Kilo meter Increase in length)

THE ISSUANCE OF THIS CERTIFICATE SHALL NOT EXEMPT THE GRANTEE FROM COMPLIANCE WITH 
APPLICABLE ENVIRONMENTAL LAWS, RULES AND REGULATIONS INCLUDING THE PERMITTING 
REQUIREMENTS OF OTHER GOVERNMENT AGENCIES NEITHER CREATE ANY RIGHT NOR BE USED AS 
AN AUTHORIZATION TO IMPLEMENT THE PROJECT, YOU MAY PROCEED WITH THE 
IMPLEMENTATION ONLY AFTER SECURING ALL THE NECESSARY AND RELEVANT PERMITS FROM 
OTHER PERTINENT GOVERNMENT AGENCIES.

MOREOVER, ANY EXPANSION AND/OR MODIFICATION OTHER THAN SPECIFIED ABOVE SHALL BE 
CONSIDERED AS A VIOLATION OF P.D. 1586 (EIA SYSTEM) AND SHALL BE SUBJECTED TO IMPOSITION 
OF FINES/PENALTIES AMOUNTING TO PHP 50,000.00.

ENGlbWllXIAM P. CUNADO
Director

Receipt No.2214314/ Php 1240.00/April 21,2022 
ARN. 593ae8e8-9642-416c-b46e-96ac7de90a2b

>»»»»»««< This is a computer gerwrated document which can be validated through https;//cnconllne.emb.gov.ph/crK»nlineforpublic »»»«««««<<«



Departmenl of Environment and Natural Resource 
Environmental Management Bureau 
MIMAROPA Region

RD GERALD A. PACAHAH
Regional Director
DPWH HIMAROPA
DPWH RIV-B, EDSA, Quezon City

NOTICE OF VIOLATION

Notice is hereby served upon you for undertaking the construction 
Widening Activities as part of the Coron-Culion Bridge Project located at Brgy. 
Bintuan, Coron, Palawan in violation of Section 4 of Presidential Decree No. 1586, 
otherwise known as the “Philippine Environmental Impact Statement System” based 
on report of inspection by this Office on 16 November 2021.

ACT CONSTITUTING VIOLATION
Findings Governing Law, Rules and Regulations

Implementing/engaging in the Coron- 
Culion Bridge and its project components 
without an Environmental Compliance 
Certificate (ECC).

Section 4 of PD 1586 states that “no 
person partnership or corporation shall 
undertake or operate any environmentally 
critical project or operate in an 
environmentally critical area unthout first 
securing an Environmental Compliance 
Certificate*.

JOE AMIL,
Regional1

Copy furnished:

prxjvlnclal Stwlronmental iUmagmnmnt Vhit-BaUuitan
. ')ENR Compound, Brgy. Sta. Monica, PPC, PaJaiuan

PENRO Compound, llrgy. Suyui. Calnjwn Cily, Ori^^l ..
R«ni(nul SatelliteOfTlcc: 6* Floor OllNR by ibe n.iy Hide-. »5^5 Ro«* 97««

l-lnvironmcinxl ■«“
F.HniU Atkho»; rfX'Ub jjov pb

Website: u^vvm»naiop.i

In view of the foregoing, Respondent is hereby directed to submit with the 
Environmental Management Bureau - MIMAROPA Region (EMB-MIMAROPA) satellite 
office, at 6th Floor, DENR by the Bay Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila, a 
notarized position paper within ten (10) days upon receipt hereof, why no penalties in 
an amount not to exceed FIFTY THOUSAND PESOS (P50,000.00) should be imposed 
against you pursuant to Section 9 of P.D. 1586 and Section 16b, Article IV of DENR 
Administrative Order No. 2003-30.

Furthermore, in order to prevent grave and irreparable damage to the 
environment, you are hereby directed to SUSPEND implementation of all activities 
EFFECTIVE IMMEDIATELY upon receipt of this Notice until and unless a valid ECC 
has been issued in favor of the project.

Failure on your part to comply with this directive within the aforesaid period 
shaU be considered as a waiver of your right to be heard and present evidence on your 
behalf. Thereafter, this Office shall decide on the matter based on the evidence on 
record.

The Chief, Proviaciel Environmental Management Unlt-Palawan or her duly 
authorized representative is directed to serve this Notice within seventy-two (72) hours 
from receipt hereof. A report shall likewise be submitted to the undersigned wthin 
forty-eight (48) hours upon execution thereof stating the proceedings taken therein.

BALING
irector

n I. n



Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Environmental Management Bureau 
MIMAROPA Region

OI
SOCOTEC

isovoei

IN THE MATTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT LAW

EMB MIMAROPA CASE NO. 
PAL-137-22

-v»-

CONDUCT OF ROAD WIDENING 
ACTIVITIES AS A COMPONENT OF THE 
CORON - CULION BRIDGE PROJECT

Respondent
X- ■X

For; VIOLATION OF P.D, 1586 AND 
ITS IMPLEMENTING RULES AND 
REGULATIONS

ORDER

For consideration is the recommendation of the legal unit to impose penalty 
relative to the Notice of Violation (NOV) issued to herein Respondent dated 17 May 2022.

The facts of the case are as follows:

On 31 March and 18 November 2021, this 0£ELce conducted a site inspection for 
new projects operating with/without Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) 
Applications.

During the inspection, it was discovered that Respondent is engaged in the 
construction of road widening activities as a component of the Coron - CuUon Bridge 
project without a valid ECC issued by this Office.

In the said NOV, Respondent was given an opportunity to submit their position 
paper within ten (10) days from receipt. However, Respondent failed to submit their 
Position Paper. It is clearly stated in the NOV that failure on the part of the Respondent 
to submit the required position paper within the reglementaiy period shall be considered 
by this Office as a waiver of its right to be heard and present evidence on their behalf. 
jThus, the case will be resolved according to the available documents on record.

Section 4 of P.D. 1586, otherwise known as •Philippine Environmental Impact 
Statement System* provides that government and private entities are required to secure 
an Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) before starting a project falling under 
the system.

Furthermore, Item 3.4.2, Annex A of EMB Memorandum Circular No. 2014-005 
! provides that road widening projects with a length greater than two (2) km but less than 
ten (10) km with critical slope, is required to secure an ECC prior to project 
implementation.

During the conduct of inspections, it was discovered that the road widening 
component of the project has an estimated distance of eight (8) kilometers starting from 
the Coron - Busuanga Highway leading to the proposed Coron - Culion Bridge project

PENRO Compound, 6rgy. Suqui, Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro 
R^ional Satellite Office: S"1 Hoor DENR by the Bay Bldg., 1515 Rotas Blvd.. Ermlta, Manila 

Office of the Regional Dlrettor: (02) 8536 9786; Administrative and nnance Division: (02) 8S36 9786 
Environmental Management and Enforcement Division: (02) 8633 2587; ClMrar«ai»d Permitting Division: (02) 86332S87

Records Management Unit: (02)88888800 
E*ntaU Addrasi; pmbmtmamtw iPemti.gov .oh 

Website: WVW mimsrooa.omb.BOVJ^



At the time of inspection, it was observed that the project has already commenced 
jvith the road clearing and widening activities. Aside from the presence of heavy 
equipment, it was also observed that excavation activities beside the mountain located 
at KM 6 going to KM 8 of Coron - Busuanga Highway has been undertaken.

Furthermore, clearing of trees in the affected areas were also undertaken despite 
not having any tree-cutting permits issued by the Department of Environment and 
Natural Resources.

As of date, the project continues its activities despite not having any valid ECC 
issued by this Office.

Thus, Section 9 of P.IJ. 158b states that, “any person, corporntioru orparltiership 
found uinlntiny Section 4 of this Decree, xxxxxx shall he punished the suspension or 
cancellation of his/ils certificate and/or a fine in an amount not to exceed FIFl'Y 
THOUSAND PESOS (Php 50,000.00) for every violation thereof, xxxxxxx0

WHEREFORE, in view of the foregoing, Respondent is hereby directed to pay the 
fine amounting to FIFTY THOUSAND PESOS (PHP 50,000.00) for implementing the 
construction of road widening activities as a component of the Coron - Culion Bridge 
project without a valid Environmental Compliance Certificate, to be settled within fifteen 
(15) days from receipt hereof.

Pursuant to Section VI, EMB Memorandum Circular No. 2021-10, Respondent 
may avail of staggered payment scheme provided that an application letter manifesting 
such intent must be filed within fifteen (15) days from receipt of Order subject to 20^^ 
initial payment upon the filing of an application for the required permit and the balance 
may be paid on a twelve months (12) installment basis payable in either cash or by 
issuing post-dated checks for the corresponding months.

Failure to pay at least one (1) month installment or if the issued post-dated check 
is dishonored by the bank due to insufficient funds, the full amount shall immediately 
be due and demandable without prejudice to the filing of a criminal case pursuant to 
applicable penal laws.

Finally, Respondent is hereby directed to SUSPEND all activities EFFECTIVE 
IMMEDIATELY until and unless a valid Environmental Compliance Certificate has been 
issued in favor of the Coron - Culion Bridge project including all the components of the 
project.

The Chief, PBMU - Palawan or her duly authorized representative is directed to 
serve this Order within seventy-two (72) hours from receipt hereof. A report shall 
likewise be submitted to the undersigned within forty-eight (48) hours upon execution 
thereof slating the proceedings taken therein.

SO ORDERED.

Manila. 1 4 JUL 2022

k »■Kil'irt'tm w I •bhinl Pr.«n'r

' Regional 0»i<* No IV • B (JMAR0P4

■ III V

Regie
SALINO

>ireclor

nnnnnsAi iNn on' PtNRO Compound. Brjty. Stiqui, Cato pan City. Ortfntal Vmdoro 
Regional SMcUite OK«e-. V floor OCNR by ihe Bay Bldg.. ISIS RoMi Blvd., ErmUs. Mtnila 

Office of the Regional Director: (02) 8536 9786; Administrative and Hotree Division: (02) 8S38 9786 
Environmental Management and Enforcement Division: (02) 8633 2587; acaraoce and Permit,me Division: (02) 8633 2587

Records Management Unit: (02) 8633 8900 
E-mail Address; . t;it.inmi.iti)i..n:i;''ivili j’.riv fih 
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Department of Environment and Natural Resources 
Environmental Management Bureau 
MIMAROPA Region

(0»
SOCOTEC

laovoei

IN THE MATTER OF ENVIRONMENTAL 
IMPACT ASSESSMENT LAW

EMB-MIMAROPA CASE NO. 
PAL-137-22

-vs-

CONDUCT OF ROAD WIDENING FOR: VIOLATION OF P.D. 1586 AND 
ACTIVITIES AS A COMPONENT OF THE ITS IMPLEMENTING RULES AND 
CORON ~ CULION BRIDGE PROJECT REGULATIONS

Respondent
X-

NOTICB OF ISSUANCE OF ORDER

Please take notice that an Order was issued upon herein Respondent for 

the above-entitled case, a copy of which is hereto attached.

Metro Manila, Philippines,_______ 1 ^ JUL ZQZZ—^

Very truly yours,

MARIA RIZZA CARMELA T. RAN JO
OIC, Legal Unit

Copy Jumished:

PROVIRClAl* EirvlRONBSBJITAL MAJtAOEMBNT UNIT 
PALAWAN
DENR Compound, Sta. Monica.
Puerto Princess City, Palawan

GERALD A. PACANAN
Regional Director 
DFWU MIMAROPA
DPWH Region IV - B 
EDSA, Quezon City

PENRO compound. BrgY- Suqui. Calapan City, Orientat 
Rag^onal Salemt. OH.ee: 6- F.oor DENR by .he Bay Bldg.. ISiS Rows

Office of the Re^onal and PermlWog Division: (OZ) 8633 Z587
Environmental Management and Enforcement Divuion. |ik| ^ ' 890Q

Records Management unit: (OZ)%cwwr »*'••••----- --- s r
E*mBl. Address; .miiOT^mafooa^emb.gov.Bh 

Website: rn‘fVi'irTnmflrqiM pmt>-ltov-p^
R4B-2021-015482


