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PRESIDENTIAL ACTION

fllalirraiinn B, fllani [a

22 Februa

Secretary MA. ANTONIA YULO-LOYZAGA
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Visayas Ave., Diliman
1101 Quezon City

Thru: HEAJOSE JOAQUIN YULO LOYZAGA

Madam:

Respectfully forwarding the attached letter dated 26 January 2023,
with enclosures, addressed to PRESIDENT FERDINAND R. MARCOS, JR.,
for appropriate action, consistent with existing laws, rules and regulations on the matter,
from Ms. DANA NARVADEZ SILVERIO c/o lvlakati Tuscany, 6751 Ayala Avenue,
Makati City, seeking Presidential intercession relative to issues and concerns which, as
stated therein, may be best coordinated/addressed by that Office.

A reply direct to the party/ies concerned, copy furnished the Center, citing
PACE Code No. PM-DAVE-02-22-2023-050, will be h ighly appreciated.
Expeditious action is requested in accordance with the provisions of
Republic Act No. 11032, otherwise known as the Ease of Doing Business and
Efficient Government Service Delivery Act of 2018 as implemented and enforced by the
Anti-Red Tape Authority. Please be reminded that failure to timely respond to the
public's concern shall be ground for administratlve sanctions undei' existing lav.rs and
regulations.

Our cordial regards.

Very truly yours,

,Affi UNO MABILIN
Di riV

Encl.:a/s
Cc party/ies concerned
/dave

Note: Enclosures forwarded to agency thru mail
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Ally. Wltrtdo 6. Monc.m
Ittttl ol rhe Mia.t and Geo,ciencet gut ou

otfrct of IHE orntcroR M|t{Es Ar{D GEoscr€t{cEs BUREAU

MGB Compound, North Avenu!, oilim.e Ouercn Oty

tntr. Wlll.ln P. Of,.do
Oitff,tot oJ lhc Envitoancntol Monogemcat Burcou

OFFICE OF THE OIRTcrOR ENVIRONMINTAI, MANAGEMENT SUREAU

ott{R Compound, Vb.y.s Ay€nue, Diliman, qu?ron gty

SUiJECI: AITAI Phlllppln". Mlnlnl Corpor.tlon'3 Uctntlr .nd Parml$ tor Mlol,it Opcr.tlons ln S.n
tcmrndo, lomUon

De.r Mad.ms .nd Sirs,
W!, lh! uodcriSoed, are repr$entatives of a group of individuals under the coalition BAI{TAY

XAUIAI! tl ItlG SlfUYAl{, an organiration dedicated to conscwint the etotystems and n.tural
rciourcc3 of Sib{van l3bnd in the provlnc€ ot Romblon. We are all r€sidents of sen Fetnando, Romblott

whcr. AlIAl w.s tranred MDltRAl PiOOUC'IOI{ SHAiltlG AGRttMtlfT (MPSAI o.30a-2@!}UB
whi$ het e trrm of twenty-five (25) year$ Ihe said MPSA coverr the conttact area of 1,5E0.8o10

hcctaI?! iituatad in thc Municipality of &n Fcrnando, Sibuvan lsland.

The MPSA was suspended by the Mines and Geosci€nces Bureau (MG8) through a CtASt-Al{DoEsltt
OrDtfi (COol d.t.d t9 srptcmb.r 2011. However, th€ CDO wat tifted by the Depanment of
Erwironment and t{.tural Resourc€s (ofNR} through DttlR ORDER d.t.d 09 S.pt.nrb., 2021.

Wc .re writin3 this lett€r to brint to your attention our lonS-running ditmaY and concerns retardinl
A[TAl's minin! actiyiti€s in 5:n Femando, Romblon. To giw som€ hbtorkel contert on thr irsue, in
2qr7, Atfiln M.rln, . rtaunch anti-mlnint advocete and e member of the Sangtuni.nt Bayan o, Sen

fernandq dicd durint e rally purhiq back a!.inst mining actMti€s in th€ lrland after hr was gunned

down byanAtT l reaj.ity gu.rd.

Unlottunateh de:pitc strenuous rtforts o0 our part sr .te not tettint .ny funher inrorrn.tb4
clrriricrtimt, no, hclp frorlr o|, rclcvtnt provinclal and lo(tl omclali at to tha rt.tur of A[fAfr minin!
op€rrtionl 9ignlft.ntly, ollrr cl.mort for th. 3loppalc ot ALfAf3 mlnint .ctM .r h.w b.!n Lrgrty
ignor?d.

Wlfh thc:a pracd.n$ ln mhd, ra .r! nor aoatlnlnad to rarp.cltully urhc to you. Honor.bla
Ofllcar to lnqulra rbout Al,IAft lican3rt alrd parmllt tor lB mlnlot op.r.tlooi ln $n fa]n.ndg
tomblolr, rt dflc.lly:

o.E
o
o

J"J^\og

/(t

@cu-s.u*",

Prcrcntly, and to th€ brst ol our lnowk{gc and the informatlon av.il.blc lo ur, AITAI ir ctill in itr
Grploration ph.t. and is not yrt .llowcd to commenaG minlnt operations. Xowevcr, at ol thc timc ot
thB wtitin& ALTAI .lrc.dy h.r . 3toclpil" of or! rc.dy tor 3hlpmcnt. Funhcmo.q Al,IAt h.r complct?d
thr c.ui€w.y for b.rg!3 and har re.died the heul roadr. Additlonalh m.ny tr!c' hav! alEady be"n cut
and .nnounclmanti fo. hund.Gds of lob vac.ncler hrvc rlready becn postld by AITA|.



B |{TAY t(^ut(^lril x0 EtEt YXl
&n Frmrndo, Rmrblon

A. rxPr.oRAIron PERMIT l'Er)

l.00C'Al,T l hrw.o EP?

I lf no! wh.t .rr th€ requlmmcntr for AITAI to be lltued en tp?
3. Who.mon! GMI3oclety lt.lcholdsB wlrc notlllcd prlor to OCNR,3lltttn8 or thc CDO.grtn3r At TAI in
observance of due procesr?

a. Spccitk.lly, what .re thc .ctlyltl€i sllowcd undGr AtIAI'r EP?

3. Oo.r AtTAI'r EP pamlt .lrrady rllow thr tolloxlng actt to be donc by ALTAt: fal h4G-!..1G Gutllng of
Irr*; O, co$ftrbn of h.ul ro.dt; ,c, conrtructlon o, plerlou€wry lor br3et; and (dt th2
noctplllna of o?tl

B. HVVTToNMENT L CT.EAMNCE CrRTrrrcArE rECC"l

[. Whrt is the .tus of ALIAI'5 applicatlon tor an ECC?

2. At prei€nt, ii ALTAI permitted to conduct the following ads: fa, lartc-jcab cuttlog of tre$; lt,
coastructlon of haul ;oad$ lc, constructlon of pler/ceuseway tor barges; and fdJ the stockpillng of orc?
3. Speclfically, what ar€ all the dooments and permits required by the DENR, MGB, EMB, and othet
relgrant adminigt€tive agencies b€fore ALTAI can start lts mlning operations ln San tetnando,
Romblon?

C MlNll{G ACTIVIIIES vli-i-vls EXPLORATIVE PHASE

In the DE n ORDER d.d 09 S.ptamblr 2021 that llfted th. MG8's CoO aSalnst ALTAI'S MPSA No. 304.2fiX1.
lVB, it was stated in th€ ruling portion thereofthat:

'fkrt, the MPSA of Altai was merely in the Explorative Phase, merninS that a full-scele minint proiect is

5till subiect to rnother applicatlon and as3essment for oeclaration ot Mlning Proiecl Feasibility (OMPf),

the Srent of whlch is continSent on whether or not the proicct i5 technlc.lty, roclally, lnylronm.nt lh,
and financlally lcarlbb .nd compllant. lt B only at thls polnt that the concerns of the then Municipal
Mayor could b€ reised as the apdicant would be required to secure an Environmental Compliance
C€ttiticate, develop an Environmeatal Protectlon and Enhaocement Program, and Mine Rehabilitation
and/or Oerommissioning Plen.

'second, ttr rctlvltl.3 of Altal al" llmlted orly to .ctlyhler to dctermlne lh! fe.slblllly of the prolcd
and 13 not. foll-sc.lc mlnh! op€ratlon...' [Emphasis addedl

1. lf ALTAI is merely in its Explorative Phase, is ALTAI already permined to (onduct the followint acts
which are akln to a full-rcale mlnint operatlon: fr, larSesrale cuttint of treer; ,b, construction of haul
roads; lc, con5truction of pier/cau5eway for barSes; and fd, thc stoclpillng ol ore?

Z 0o€r th€ acts of the people of Sibuyan lsl.nd in continuously rdiing and corlrmunicatin8 th€ir
opposhion 4ainn minlng op€ratioo3 in Sibuf.n lslend enouth to demonstate th€ social infea3ibility of
said op€rations in th€ island? What more do rhe people of Sibuyan need lo do?

Th?outh thls htter, se.re €rpr€s5ing our lirm opposltlon to mlnlnt operatlons ln th€ whoh of Sibuydn lslard. lt
ir the people of Sibnyrn lshnd, \ihom er! r€praiant, that wlll ultlm.tllv 3ufflr whcn chanter c|usld by mining
to the ler..in ol out liland makes lt rusceptibl€ to landslld€i, floodln& tillatlon ot atricultural lands and rive6,
as well.r the derruction .nd pollution ofwatersheds, aoralreet3, end llshing grounds.

Notabh, Sibuyrn lJhnd" e<orltes eod l.ndmerks wlll also be si3nlllcantly ,tf.dcd. CantinSas River, which was
dlclarcd thr chanlit inland body of wat.r lo th! countryr, wlll b! 3rvrtalv atlccted. Ol.n8o Rivcr whare
oagubdob F.ll3 is locat€d will al3o be seriously arrected. Signlficanlly, Cintlntat Rlver aod OeSubdob F.lb, two
ol th€ main n.ture .ttractions of thc irl.nd for toutlsm, will b. n?gatively atlecled by dnint opEratlons ln th!
islaod if not altogether destroyed. The 1,580,8010 hectares covered bry ALTAI's MPSA cn.roach on both
Cantingas and Olango rive6, not to mentlon the other dver thet wlll be afI€cted, it not obliterated, by the
mlnint op€rations.

[p ca.s.unn"r
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slbuvtn lrlrnd h rho ho6" ro rum?mur !oe(r?! ot brrdi,0o , rnd r rnr rikh rr..nd.mrc to rh. rtrrnd,
Slrl'rplnl tlr. logtdl xlfl rcrtourtv lfi?(t lha rtrbilltv of thr lfidr(rpt. l{o .mount o, rlhrbrl'tr?ton ri h! tbh
to r?rlor? th? detoErtallon ol lhe mlned.oul rr?lt rhlch lrlll (onr.qrrnth rna(t rxrl oot lh.o?oph ot
SlbuYrn bur tl3o tll lhr tothr of blrdl, 0o0, and hunr lound thcrcln.

lrya ,r now atrxrtlv fryllrt th.f tour Hoao.rbh Om(er wlll lal! ,(lbn on oot onh tha (ontcntt o, orrr htfrr
but $o to hah thc rqrUns.tbn ol Al,lAl'r mlnllll op€r.llonr ln Slbuy.n blrnd. (Gt tt b! lnofn ooc. mor? th.t
tha paopl? ol sbuyrn ltl.od l.l ttrlnrl mlnlnc, rh?thr? lt be AIIAI or .ny othrr mloin! (ornperiy o.
ocrnlr bn.

we i"spadtulh .tpe(t . da.?, c.ndld. rnd ilnlShtlor*rrd rr3ponr. to lh! lriuar .nd coo(arnt r" h . t.ird
hcrcln. Tlr.nt you.

Reprctcntothrct ol *oa?oy Xolikaton nC Sibuyon:

tt-rlroR a. Boioa AI.'iEO g, PASCUAT VERONICA R. BAATAN

REY t{fl.tY Y. ASOY

Copl6 funrirhld:

tmrttYl{ E Ct t OO
OENR A?gbt ol Ercflatyc Otrcctot lot Regtoa ,V-d IMIMAROPAJ OENR RlSlonal OfIke for R€8ion llo. lv-B 3/f,

1515 DEI{i Euilding ior.i Soulcv.rd, Ermitr, Manlla

E Gi. Gtf,r{r{ MAnc[u) c t{o8t E
MGA Segionol Dtt.f,aot Jot Rcglon w-B IM\MAROPA| MGE ReSlonal Office for ReBion No. lV-8 7/F, 1515 DENR

Buildin& Roxas Boul*ard, Ermhr, M.nile
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EMg Rqtonot Otrcclot lot Rcglon lV-A IMMAAOPA) €MB ietbn.l Omc! for netlon tlo. lV-B 6rh Flr. D€NR bv

the gry 8ldt., 1515 ior.3 Blvd., Ermit , M.nil.
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26 January 2023

His Excellency
FERDINAND E. MARCOS, J
President
Republic of the Philippines
Malacafrang Palace, Manila

HE PRE$IDE NT

til(
FtB 2C,?0 .)

Dear Mr. President:

I have the honor of writing Your Excellency, on behalf of the tens of thousands of deeply
concerned residents of Sibuyan lsland in the Province of Romblon, in light of the
imminent environmental and social threat that our island is facing because of mining.

I was born, raised and had an idyllic childhood in the sleepy town of San Fernando, one
of the three municipalities comprising Sibuyan lsland. The other two are Cajidiocan and
Magdiwang.

Benevolently overlooking the island is majestic Mount Guiting Guiting and its lush
forests, crystal clear rivers, waterfalls and streams. The 15,200-hectare Mt. Guiting-
Guiting Natural Park is a biological treasure, home to an estimated 700 plant species,
130 bird species and a few rare mammals, including the small, nocturnal tube-nosed
fruit bat. Many of these are endemic to the island. Befittingly, Sibuyan is popularly
dubbed as the "Galapagos of Asia."

Mount Guiting-Guiting or G2 is the highest peak in the province of Romblon with an
elevation ot6,752 fi above sea level. lt is ranked 73rd-highest peak of an island on
earth. ln terms of difficulty, it is considered as one of the toughest hikes in the
Philippines. lt is actually used as a training ground for Filipinos heading to Nepal before
attempting Mt. Everest. Over the years, hundreds, even thousands of local and foreign
mountaineers have tried to conquer G2. Some have lost their lives in the attempt, most
unfortunately.

Still another of Sibuyan's natural treasures is Cantingas River in my hometown of San
Fernando. lt is said to be the cleanest in the Philippines. We used to drink straight from
it back in the days, even until now. ln fact, it is a major watershed area. lt is also used to
generate hydroelectric power that provides power for the towns of Sibuyan.

The abundance of waterfalls, with virtually one in each barangay, means that we have a
rich source of natural power that provide potable drinking water for the people
and irrigation for farmlands, and as an alternative source of electricity for the island as
well. Given the escalating cost of imported oil these days, these sustainable sources of
power must be protected.

ln addition, the rich diversity of marine life and the bounty of fish and aquatic resources
from the waters of Sibuyan Sea is truly remarkable. Oldtimers recall that it was your late
father himself, President Ferdinand Marcos, Sr., who ordered the planting of mangrove
trees in the island.
lf Your Excellency may recall, you onc€ told me that the best LapuJapu you have ever
tasted is from Sibuyan.

lndeed, this speck of an island, with an area of just 445 square kilometers, is a jewel
that must be treasured and protected from the insatiable greed of some.

But all of these precious natural heritage is now being imperiled with the looming mining
operations for high grade nickel perpetrated by Altai Philippines Mining Corp. (APMC).
Please consider these facts:

. Foremost, no community acceptance or people's approval have been secured to date.

. Mining equipment have already arrived in the island.

OFFICE OF THE.PRESIDENT
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. Though only a Mining Exploration permit has been issued by the DENR, APMC is now
in full operation, i.e., excavation, constructed haul roads, hauling and stock filling of
earth (soil) amounting to 50,000 metric tons of nickel ore.
. Hauling ship from China has docked in sitio Binayaan, Espafra, a barangay of San
Fernando, apparently ready for loading and transport of extracted minerals to another
country.

The area that they are planning to mine in San Fernando is about 2,000 hectares, but
its impact on the environment and the social cost will be devastating and irreversible. At
the rate ALTAI violates the rules, no doubt that they are capable of extending and
wreaking havoc beyond the 2,000 hectare area of operation.

Sibuyan is so small that environmental damage in one area automatically affects the
rest of the island. The nagging question now is: should we allow the "Galapagos of
Asia" to suffer the same fate of some other Philippine islands which were ravaged by
mining and never recovered what God's bounty has given them?

We are not against mining per se. We understand the use of these minerals for some
vital industries, especially electronics. However, let not Sibuyan pay the excessively
high price. Simply too much for a small island to bear.

On an encouraging note, albeit ALTAI may have the material and political resources, or
even the "sawiness" to meet their objectives, but the Sibuyanons have the integrity,
courage and conviction to defend and preserve their beloved Sibuyan.

As a Native American proverb says:

WE DO NOT INHERIT THE EARTH FROM OUR ANCESTORS.
WE BORROW IT FROM OUR CHILDREN.

Thank you very much, Mr. President, for hearing me out. ljust can not stand by and
allow my home to be deshoyed knowing that I could have done something to stop it.

May I request for an audience with you together with CONCERNED SIBUYANONS
whose letter to the DENR I am attaching herewith.

Very respecfully yours,

DANA NARVADEZ SILVERIO
clo
Makati Tuscany
6751 Ayala Avenue, Makati City
Cell No. 0917-8886255

Despite their promise of transparency, they are actually employing deceptive strategies.
They've been saying nice things but are actually doing the opposite. Seemingly, they
are very well versed and well placed at playing this game. \Mich is why we urgently
need His Excellency's intervention to save our island from an impending degradation of
its environment and the lives of its people.
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25 lauary 2O23

Honorable Ma. Antonia "Ibni" Yulo-Loyzaga
Secretary
Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR)
Visayas Avenue, Quezon City
Philippines

Dear Secretary Toni,

Greetings from Sibuyan Island !

With Aksyon Klima Pilipinas, it was heartwarming to meet and talk to you during our climate dialogue at
DENR and informal conversations at the United Nations Conference on Climate Change (UNFCCC) 28th
Conference of Parties (COP28).

As you know, I also come from Sibuyan Island in the province of Romblon called by conservationists as

"Galapagos of Asia", a biodiversity hotspot and a center of endemism. It is where I started my
environmental work opposing the entry of mining to preserve ecosystems integrity and defend the rights of
our people to a healthful and balanced ecology.

On December 28, 2022, the central office of the Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) under your office
approved a Mineral Ore Export Permit (MOEP) which prompted its MIMAROPA Regional Office to issue
an Ore Transport Permit (OTP) allowing the hauling of 50.000 wet metric tons of nickel ore to be shipped to
China as part of exploratory activities of Altai Philippines Mining Corporation (APMC) called
"metallurgical bulk sampling and analysis" as provided for by Section 5.5.5 of of the Exploration Work
Program (ExWP) approved on December 21, 2022.

I . Excavation and extraction of 50,00O metric tons of nickel ore require clearance of vegetation
including shrubs, plants and trees, and removal of top soil. The exploration area is within the
buffer zone of Mt. Guiting-guiting Narural Park per official map from the Biodiversity
Management Bureau @MB). MGB has been consistent in its position that no Environment
Compliance Certificate (ECC) is needed for exploration stage, hence, no Environmental knpact
Assessment (EIA). In what category of Environmental Impact System (EIS) policy does
extraction of 50,000 metric tons fall that fact that massive earth moving and veBetation clearance
are required? Was the EIS policy amended or changed to accommodate exemption to excavate
and extract 50,000 metric tons during exploration period?

sibalta" Irlerd: ,iI.-rtplo", ofth P'?tert ?lijtt rc., . condl.id.l irl*ria,t . olthc PatA otnca b *.[t tft E r.naior.

Pag-€lrd Sr, BaranSav Poblncion.

San Fern.rdo, 5513 Romblon

The undersigned seeks urgent clarification on the following:
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2.ln Section 4.5 the approved Environmental Work Program (EWP) of APMC, it claims that no
rare, threatened or endangered species of plants and animals have been found. However, it is
mentioned in same EWP that there are White Lauan, Toog, Yakal, Kamagong, Narra and Red
Lauan - all these are threatened plant species. Threatened animals are a.lso listed: wild pig, wild
deer, perico kulasisi, Phi.lippine tuko, among others.

3. Does the extraction and hauling of 50,000 metric tons of nickel ore complement or contradict the
provisions of DENR Memorandum Order 2023-01, DENR DAO 202244 and Environmental
Management Bureau 2014-05?

With the situation negatively escalating on the ground, on behalf of Sibuyan Island residents, I seek
that your olfice declare an urgent status quo pending a DEI\R Central OIfce-led scientific,
multisectoral, trampartnt and inclusive mining audit. Attached is a briefer of the mining issue in
Sibuyan Island.

I hope for your immediate action on this matter

S

'R. Galicha
airperson

Siarry,n lrLrl lift-r$on o,frbc pntdt cri{'cr,c., a corditi. d, inb.'itd'.c. oltbc pao, ovacd LX tb{*tr


