Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City
Tel Nos. (632) 929-6626 loc.2113;1070 Fax(632) 926-2567
E-mail: officeofuseccuna@denr.gov.ph; website www.denr.gov.ph

i

MEMORANDUM

TO : THE REGIONAL EXECUTIVE DIRECTOR
DENR Regional Office IV-B (MIMAROPA)

FROM : THE UNDERSECRETARY
Field Operations —Luzon, Visayas and Environment

SUBJECT PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
(PCSD) RESOLUTION NOS. 23-881 AND 23-882

DATE

MAR 3 12023

Referred herewith for appropriate action is a letter dated 08 March 2023 of Acting
Executive Director Nifio Rey C. Estoya, MNSA, CESE transmitting PCSD Resolutions Nos.
23-881 and 23-882 entitled “Approving the Plan of Actions Addressing the Health and
Environmental Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan and Enjoining the Local
Government of El Nido to Coordinate with the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development
Staff, the Provincial Government of Palawan and other National Government Agencies for the
Implementation and Accomplishment of the Activities and Action Items in the Plan” and
“Imposing Additional Conditions to the SEP Clearance and ECAN Zoning Certification of
Projects Located in the Municipality of EI Nido Affected by the implementation of the Approved
Plan of Actions Addressing the Health and Environmental Concerns of Bacuit Bay, EL Nido,
Palawan”, respectively.

Kindly inform this office of the actions taken thereon citing document tracking no.
DENRCO-OSEC-2023-001637 for record and monitoring purposes.

For compliance.

ATTY. JUANMIGUEL T. CUNA, CES;,I/



o

<officeofuseccuna@denr.gov.ph>

' —
) 'éa DENR Office of the Undersecretary for Field Operations and Environment
- f

OSEC-2023 001637 Copy of PCSD Resolutlon Nos 23 881 and 23-882

DENR OSEC Referral <osec.referral@denr.gov. ph> Sat Mar 18 2023 at 7:52 PM
To: Office of the Undersecretary for Field Operations and Environment <officeofuseccuna@denr.gov.ph>
Cc: ced@pcsd.gov.ph

Sir/Madam:

Respectfully referred to your good office for information, with EDATS No. OSEC-2023-001637.

Thank you!

NOTE: DO NOT REPLY TO THIS EMAIL. For updates, inguiries and other
communications, please send to osec@denr.gov.ph.

MENT
n‘- H,,

OFFICE OF THE SECRETARY
& 4/F DENR Main Building
Visayas Avenue, Diliman
= ’ Quezon City

e
“y 1987 ¥

From: PCSD - Office of Executive Director <oed@pcsd.gov.ph>
Date: Fri, Mar 10, 2023 at 9:08 AM

Subject: Copy Furnish PCSD Resolution Nos. 23-881 and 23-882
To: DENR Office of the Secretary <osec@denr.gov.ph>

Dear Sir/Madam:

Greetings!

Please see the attached file and kindly acknowledge receipt thereof.

Thank you very much

.B Copy Furnish PCSD Resolution No. 23-881 and 23-882_DENR.pdf
10081K



Republic of the Philippines
(Republic Act No. 7611)

PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

i

PCSD

March 8, 2023

HON. ANTONIA YULO-LOYZAGA
Secretary
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Dear Secretary Loyzaga:
Greetings!
We are pleased to furnish your Office with the following resolutions passed by the Council:

1. PCSD Resolution No. 23-881 entitled: “Approving the Plan of Actions Addressing
the Health and Environmental Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan and
Enjoining the Local Government of El Nido to Coordinate with the Palawan Council
for Sustainable Development Staff, the Provincial Government of Palawan and other
National Government Agencies for the Implementation and Accomplishment of the
Activities and Action Items in the Plan”; and

2. PCSD Resolution No. 23-882 entitled: “Imposing Additional Conditions to the SEP
Clearance and ECAN Zoning Certification of Projects Located in the Municipality of
El Nido Affected by the Implementation of the Approved Plan of Actions Addressing
the Health and Environmental Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan”

As per instruction by the Council, copies of the said resolutions are hereby being forwarded to
your Office.

For your information and guidance.
Thank you.

Very truly yours

Y C.ESTOYA, MNSA, CESE
Actifig Executive Director

Viston, Palawan, an innovative and dynamic global center of sustainable development

Mission: PCSDS as the driver of environmental conservation and inclusive development in Palawan,
a biosphere reserve and science-for-sustainablity ste, guided by the Strategic Environmental Plan

Santa Moo Heights, Pueric

B 1548 434-423
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Republic of the Philippines
{Republic Act No. 7611)

Z‘ﬁ PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

PCSD Excerpts from the Minutes of the 299" PCSD Regular Meeting
PCSDS Conference Room, 3/F PCSD Building, Sports Complex Road
Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City
February 23, 2023

Present:

1. Gov. Victorino Dennis M. Socrates, Provincial Governor Chair

2. Hon. Ferdinand P. Zaballa, President, Liga ng mga Barangay Vice Chair

3. Nifio Rey C. Estoya, MNSA, Acting Executive Director, PCSDS Secretary

4. Usec. Carlos Bernardo O. Abad-Santos, NEDA Member

5. VADM Alberto B Carlos, Commander, WESCOM Member

6. Ms. Marvi Rebueno- Trudeau, NGO Representative Member

7. Atty. Jansen I. Jontila, NCIP Representative Member

Represented

8. Mayor Lucilo R. Bayron, Puerto Princesa City Member
Represented by Atty. Carlo B. Gomez

Absent:

9. Mayor Amy R. Alvarez, President, League of Municipalities Member

10. Mr. Jeffrey A. Armedilla, Private Sector representative Member

PCSD RESOLUTION NO. 23-881

“APPROVING THE PLAN OF ACTIONS ADDRESSING THE
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS OF BACUIT
BAY, EL NIDO, PALAWAN AND ENJOINING THE LOCAL
GOVERNMENT OF EL NIDO TO COORDINATE WITH THE
PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT
STAFF, THE PROVINCIAL GOVERNMENT OF PALAWAN AND
OTHER NATIONAL GOVERNMENT AGENCIES FOR THE
IMPLEMENTATION AND ACCOMPLISHMENT OF THE
ACTIVITIES AND ACTION ITEMS IN THE PLAN”

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7611, otherwise known as the Strategic Environmental
Plan (SEP) for Palawan, took effect on 19 June 1992, and Section 6 of which provides that the
SEP shall serve as the framework to guide the government agencies concerned in the
formulation of plans, programs and projects affecting the environment and natural resources of

Palawan;

WHEREAS, Section 16 of the same law provides that the governance, implementation
and policy direction of the SEP shall be exercised by the Palawan Council for Sustainable
Development (PCSD);

Viston: Palawan, an innovative and dynamic global center of sustainable development
Masston: PCSDS as the driver of environmental conservation and inclusive development in Palawan,




WHEREAS, Sections 7 to 11 of the said Act provides for the establishment of an
Environmentally Critical Areas Network (ECAN), the main strategy of SEP, which is a graded
system of protection and development control over the whole of Palawan, including its tribal
lands, forests, mines, agricultural areas, settlement areas, small islands, mangroves, coral reefs,
seagrass beds and the surrounding sea;

WHEREAS, under Section 8 of R.A. No.7611, among the main components covered
by the ECAN is the coastal/marine area which includes the whole coastline up to the open sea
and characterized by active fisheries and tourism activities;

WHEREAS, Section 10 of R.A. No. 7611 provides that the underlying management
philosophy of the coastal/marine zone shall be the equitable access to the resource and
management responsibility by the local community;

WHEREAS, based on recent water quality studies conducted in the coastal areas of El
Nido, several sources of drinking water (i.e., shallow and deep wells), and facilities and
establishments (i.e., water providers, water refilling stations, tourism establishments), an
alarming rate of high concentration of Coliform bacteria were found;

WHEREAS, Coliform bacteria are organisms that are present in the environment and
in the feces of all warm-blooded animals and humans, which links the results of the study to
the fecal waste management in the Municipality of El Nido;

WHEREAS, part of the Philippine Development Plan for 2023-2028 is to reinvigorate
services, which includes a strategy to improve local tourism governance by transforming local
government units (LGUs) into destination management organizations with strong private sector
partnership;

WHEREAS, to implement the strategy, LGUs, with assistance from the Department
of Tourism and the Tourism Infrastructure Enterprise Zone Authority, shall prioritize the
provision of destination infrastructure (e.g., water, sanitation, solid waste management, health
care facilities, renewable energy, early warning systems) to increase the carrying and adaptive
capacities of destinations against future crises and climate change impact;

WHEREAS, scveral meetings were held between national government agencies,
including the PCSD Staff, and the local government units of El Nido and the Provincial
Government of Palawan to develop a comprehensive plan of action to address the current
environmental and health concerns in the Municipality of El Nido;

WHEREAS, during the 299" regular meeting of the PCSD, the Updated Plan of
Actions Addressing the Health and Environmental Health Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido,
Palawan, as consolidated by the PCSD Staff, was presented to the Council;

WHEREAS, under Section 5 of RA No. 7611, the SEP shall have as its general
philosophy the sustainable development of Palawan, which is the improvement in the quality
of life of its people in the present and future generations through the use of complementary
activities of development and conservation that protect life-support ecosystem and rehabilitate
exploited areas to allow upcoming generations to sustain development growth;

PCSD Resolution No. 23-881, February 23, 2023 Page 2 of 13




WHEREAS, Section 19 of the same Act empowers the Council to formulate plans and
policies as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of the SEP, as well as to adopt, amend
and rescind such rules and regulations and impose penalties therefor, for the effective
implementation thereof and to perform such other powers and functions as may be necessary
in carrying out its functions, powers, and the provisions of the SEP law;

WHEREAS, to address the growing health and environmental concerns in in El Nido
and pursuant to the mandate of PCSD to ensure sustainable development in the Province of
Palawan, the Council has approved the Plan of Actions Addressing the Health and
Environmental Health Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan (4nnex “A4”);

WHEREAS, the effective and efficient implementation of the said action plan rests on
the leadership of the Local Government of El Nido and the assistance and cooperation of other
government agencies and the members of the community, especially the business and tourism
sector;

NOW THEREFORE, upon motion duly seconded, the COUNCIL RESOLVES, as
it is hereby RESOLVED, to approve the Plan of Actions Addressing the Health and
Environmental Health Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan, attached in this Resolution
as Annex “A.”

RESOLVED FURTHER, that the Municipal Government of El Nido is enjoined to
coordinate with the Palawan Council for Sustainable Development Staff, the Provincial
Government of Palawan and other national government agencies for the implementation and
accomplishment of the activities and action items in the plan.

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copy of this resolution shall be furnished to the Office
of the Mayor of the Municipality of El Nido, the Sangguniang Bayan ng El Nido, the ECAN
Board of El Nido, the Office of the Governor of the Province of Palawan and all national
government offices and agencies involved.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 23" day of February 2023 at Puerto Princesa City.

I hereby certify that the above-quoted resolution has been duly adopted and approved
by the PCSD during its regular meeting held on the 23™ day of February 2023 at Puerto
Princesa City, Palawan.

NIN Y C. ESTOYA, MNSA, CESE
Secretary

ATTESTED BY:

L Jot

V. DENNIS M. SOCRATES

7 Chair

PCSD Resolution No. 23-881, February 23, 2023 Page 3 of 13
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Republic of the Philippines
(Republic Act No. 7611)

PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT

PCSD Excerpts from the Minutes of the 299! PCSD Regular Meeting
PCSDS Conference Room, 3/F PCSD Building, Sports Complex Road
Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City

February 23, 2023
Present:
1. Gov. Victorino Dennis M. Socrates, Provincial Governor Chair
2. Hon. Ferdinand P. Zaballa, President, Liga ng mga Barangay Vice Chair
3. Nifio Rey C. Estoya, MNSA, Acting Executive Director, PCSDS Secretary
4. Usec. Carlos Bernardo O. Abad-Santos, NEDA Member
5. VADM Alberto B Carlos, Commander, WESCOM Member
6. Ms. Marvi Rebueno- Trudeau, NGO Representative Member
7. Atty. Jansen L. Jontila, NCIP Representative Member
Represented
8. Mayor Lucilo R. Bayron, Puerto Princesa City Member

Represented by Atty. Carlo B. Gomez

Absent:
9. Mayor Amy R. Alvarez, President, League of Municipalities Member
10. Mr. Jeffrey A. Armedilla, Private Sector representative Member

PCSD RESOLUTION NO. 23-882

“IMPOSING ADDITIONAL CONDITIONS TO THE SEP
CLEARANCE AND ECAN ZONING CERTIFICATION OF
PROJECTS LOCATED IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF EL NIDO
AFFECTED BY THE IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
APPROVED PLAN OF ACTIONS ADDRESSING THE
HEALTH AND ENVIRONMENTAL CONCERNS OF BACUIT
BAY, EL NIDO, PALAWAN”

WHEREAS, Republic Act No. 7611, otherwise known as the Strategic Environmental
Plan (SEP) for Palawan, took effect on 19 June 1992, and Section 6 of which provides that the
SEP shall serve as the framework to guide the government agencies concerned in the
formulation of plans, programs and projects affecting the environment and natural resources of

Palawan:

WHEREAS, Section 16 of the same law provides that the governance, implementation
and policy direction of the SEP shall be exercised by the Palawan Council for Sustainable

Development (PCSD);
YVision: Palawan, an innovative and dynamic global center of sustainable development

Misston: PCSDS as the driver of environmental conservation and inclusive development in Palawan,
a biosphere reserve and science-for-sustainability site, guided by the Strategic Environmental Plan
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WHEREAS, Sections 7 to 11 of the said Act provides for the establishment of an
Environmentally Critical Areas Network (ECAN), the main strategy of SEP, which is a graded
system of protection and development control over the whole of Palawan, including its tribal
lands, forests, mines, agricultural areas, settlement areas, small islands, mangroves, coral reefs,
seagrass beds and the surrounding sea;

WHEREAS, under Section 8 of R.A. No.7611, among the main components covered
by the ECAN is the coastal/marine area which includes the whole coastline up to the open sea
and characterized by active fisheries and tourism activities;

WHEREAS, Section 10 of R.A. No. 7611 provides that the underlying management
philosophy of the coastal/marine zone shall be the equitable access to the resource and
management responsibility by the local community;

WHEREAS, based on recent water quality studies conducted in the coastal areas of El
Nido, several sources of drinking water (i.e., shallow and deep wells), and facilities and
establishments (i.e., water providers, water refilling stations, tourism establishments), an
alarming rate of high concentration of Coliform bacteria were found;

WHEREAS, Coliform bacteria are organisms that are present in the environment and
in the feces of all warm-blooded animals and humans, which links the results of the study to
the fecal waste management in the Municipality of El Nido;

WHEREAS, part of the Philippine Development Plan for 2023-2028 is to reinvigorate
services, which includes a strategy to improve local tourism governance by transforming local
government units (LGUs) into destination management organizations with strong private sector
partnership;

WHEREAS, to implement the strategy, LGUs, with assistance from the Department
of Tourism and the Tourism Infrastructure Enterprise Zone Authority, shall prioritize the
provision of destination infrastructure (e.g., water, sanitation, solid waste management, health
care facilities, renewable energy, early warning systems) to increase the carrying and adaptive
capacities of destinations against future crises and climate change impact;

WHEREAS, several meetings were held between national government agencies,
including the PCSD Staff, and the local government units of El Nido and the Provincial
Government of Palawan to develop a comprehensive plan of action to address the current
environmental and health concerns in the Municipality of El Nido;

WHEREAS, during the 299" regular meeting of the PCSD, the Updated Plan of
Actions Addressing the Health and Environmental Health Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido,
Palawan, as consolidated by the PCSD Staff, was presented to the Council;

WHEREAS, under Section 5 of RA No. 7611, the SEP shall have as its general
philosophy the sustainable development of Palawan, which is the improvement in the quality
of life of its people in the present and future generations through the use of complementary

PCSD Resolution No. 23-882, February 23, 2023 Page 2 of 13




activities of development and conservation that protect life-support ecosystem and rehabilitate
exploited areas to allow upcoming generations to sustain development growth;

WHEREAS, Section 19 of the same Act empowers the Council to formulate plans and
policies as may be necessary to carry out the provisions of the SEP, as well as to adopt, amend
and rescind such rules and regulations and impose penalties therefor, for the effective
implementation thereof and to perform such other powers and functions as may be necessary
in carrying out its functions, powers, and the provisions of the SEP law;

WHEREAS, to address the growing health and environmental concerns in in El Nido
and pursuant to the mandate of PCSD to ensure sustainable development in the Province of
Palawan, the Council has approved the Plan of Actions Addressing the Health and
Environmental Health Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan (4nnex “4”),

WHEREAS, the effective and efficient implementation of the said action plan rests on
the leadership of the Local Government of El Nido and the assistance and cooperation of other
government agencies and the members of the community, especially the business and tourism
sector;

WHEREAS, under the approved plan of action, the imposition of additional conditions
in the SEP Clearance of all affected projects in El Nido is necessary to effectively achieve the
objective of rehabilitating El Nido and to mitigate the hazards of the poor water quality in the
municipality;

NOW THEREFORE, upon motion duly seconded, the COUNCIL RESOLVES, as
it is hereby RESOLVED, to amend all existing SEP Clearance for projects located in the
Municipality of El Nido affected by the implementation of the approved Plan of Actions
Addressing the Health and Environmental Health Concerns of Bacuit Bay, El Nido, Palawan,
to impose the following additional conditions:

1. Conduct water quality testing of domestic water sources within ninety (90) days
from the issuance of this Resolution, and every quarter thereafter;

2. Ensure that the result of the water quality test is within the existing standards
required by the government, as set by the Department of Health and the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources;

3. Ensure connection to the Municipal Sewage Treatment Plant (STP) or construction
of own STP within six (6) months from the issuance of this Resolution;

4. For proponents who constructed their own STP, conduct a test of wastewater
discharge from the STP within ninety (90) days from the issuance of this
Resolution, and every quarter thereafter;

5. Non-compliance to the above conditions shall be a ground for the suspension or
cancellation of the SEP Clearance or ECAN Zoning Certification and/or imposition
of One Hundred Thousand Pesos (Php100,000.00) for Category A projects, Fifty
Thousand Pesos (Php50,000.00) for Category B and Category D projects and
Twenty Thousand Pesos (Php20,000.00) for Category C project.

PCSD Resolution No. 23-882, February 23, 2023 Page 3 of 13




RESOLVED FURTHER, that the PCSD Staff is instructed to serve notices to the
proponents of all projects affected by the imposition of additional conditions as approved in

this Resolution,

RESOLVED FINALLY, that copy of this resolution shall be furnished to the Office
of the Mayor of the Municipality of El Nido, the Sangguniang Bayan ng El Nido, the ECAN
Board of El Nido, the Office of the Governor of the Province of Palawan and all national

government offices and agencies involved.

APPROVED AND ADOPTED this 23" day of February 2023 at Puerto Princesa City.

[ hereby certify that the above-quoted resolution has been duly adopted and approved
by the PCSD during its regular meeting held on the 23™ day of February 2023 at Puerto
Princesa City, Palawan.

NINQ’REY C. ESTOYA, MNSA, CESE
Secretary

ATTESTED BY:

V. DENNIS M. SOCRATES

1, Chair
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(K\\ Republic of the Philippines
/ ~ Department of Environment and Natural Resources

?’ Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City
AP Tel Nos. 929-6626 to 29; 929-6633 to 35
929-7041 10 43; 929-6252; 929-1669
Website: http:/www.denr.gov.ph E-mail: web@denr.gov.ph

MAR 212022

SPECIAL ORDER
No. 2022 - 166

SUBJECT: ADDITIONAL ASSIGNMENTS OF SOME
UNDERSECRETARIES

In the interest of the service, the following Undersecretaries are given
additional assignments, as follows:

Name of Official Additional Assignment as
Supervising Undersecretary

ATTY. ANALIZA Natural Resources Development
REBUELTA-TEH, CESO I Corporation (NRDC)
Finance, Information Systems and National Water Resources Board
Climate Change (NWRB)
BENITO ANTONIO T. DE LEON Laguna Lake Development Authority
Enforcement, Solid Waste (LLDA)
Management, Local Government Philippine Mining Development
Units Concerns and Attached Corporation (PMDC)
Agencies Palawan Council for Sustainable

Development Staff (PCSDS)
National Mapping Resource and
Information Authority (NAMRIA)

As such, they shall perform the duties and responsibilities pertinent to their
additional assignments, in accordance with existing laws, rules and regulations.

They shall inform the undersigned in writing, through the Human Resource
Development Service, of their compliance herewith.

This Order shall take effect immediately and supersedes all previous issuances
inconsistent herewith.




