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February 9, 2023

MR. EDGAR S. PAYAS
Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources
Province of Occidental Mindoro

Dear Mr. Payas,
Greetings!

This pertains to the letter complaint of Mr. Louis Niko B. Goco, Faculty of Pharmacy, University
of Santo Tomas and Concerned Youth Citizen regarding the alleged use of dynamite, explosives
and fine hole nets of the fisher folks particularly in the Municipalities of Mamburao and Lubang
in Occidental Mindoro.

The illegal ways of fishing particularly dynamite and other explosives have definitely destroy the
marine ecosystem to include corals, fingerlings, seagrasses and other marine resources. As an
Environmental Stewards, we are tasked to protect, conserve, develop and manage our
environment and natural resources for the present and future generations.

In this connection, may we respectfully request assistance from your good Office to act hand in
hand with the DENR in order to eliminate illegal ways of fishing within the vicinities of municipal
waters of Occidental Mindoro.

Attached herewith is a copy of the letter of Mr. Louis Niko B. Goco dated December 5, 2022
addressed to the Honorable DENR Secretary for your reference.

Should there be any further query/ies, kindly contact us thru email indicated below or call
Forester Ariston SJ. Ramos on his cellphone number 09154250809.

Thank you very much for your environmental concern, more power and God bless.

Very truly yours,

—r

FOR. AN . $ANTOS, MPA
CENR Officgr

Copy furnished:
Regional Executive Director
DENR-MIMAROPA Region

PENR Officer
DENR-PENRO Mamburao

National Road, Brgy. Sto. Nifio, Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro
E-mail: cenrosablayan@denr.gov.ph
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December S, 2022

Hon. DENR Secretary Mana Antonia Yulo Loyzaga,
Secretary. Department of Environment and Natural Resowrtes
Republbc of Phibppunes

Salutavons!

it has come to my senses that my homeland, the isiand of Mindoro, is facing a dangerous threat of the devastation
of our manne ecosysterm. it has come Lo my attention as part of “Kabataan of Oniental Mindoro,” a youth -onented
movement with a common goal of sustaining a good retatronshyp between humans, ammals, and nature And one of
Ouwr advwoCacy s 10 prevent the reoccurrence and to reuse dynamate for fishing, for it will destroy the natural habaats
of owr manne ecosystemn And o it 15 not stopped. it will definitely devour our future stowly and panfully

it's been a decads past that prevwous secretanes of DENR have consuited this ssue of our marine ecosystem. The
growth of competimon for catching fish leads some of our fisher folks to use Wlegal ways such as dynamute and
exploswve fishing and the use of fined-hole nets They have no respect for the manne weidiife and no respect for the
resadents who bve n thes area. Aside from throwng thew dynammute mercidessly, they also leave thesr biter
everywhere Frhing lime has been caught around my feet on several occasions, tm lds and cans left lywng on the
grass, and sandwach bags, cans, and botties are strewn ali over the place as well as the in the sea and the shoreime
Remains of dead fish and other marmne hife scatter on s shoreknes They camp out and fish all hours of the day and
mght using dynamite and small holes nets. Even if it is 3 protected area and no fishung s allowed, ke all Laws i thes
country, no one cares  these people break the law Community officers walk past them and sometimes even st
watchang them, 1he poltce have no mterest whatsoever, and the Wildhfe Trust s unenliing to do anything Peopie
are fishung and takoing the fish away. Will no one take responsidity for thew actons?

o me fine 15 not enough, the government must take action The late DENR Secretary, Gina Lope:z. has already
retackied these problems to them But after her sudden death, diegal doers emerge agam from thew siumber And
as 3 concerned youth and otizen of Oriental Mindoro, | am reguesting your g2ood office 1o pay a vrsit to our sland
speCifically to Pola, Naugan, Roxas, Bulalacao, Mamburao, and Lubang. These mentioned places were reported to be
conducting such silegal actvitres agamst the environment and manne life

My suggestion « 1o hunt them down and detam them n 2 sanctuary where they will be taught and enlightened thew
mand to the effect of thew dlegal activities on the environment and, most of all, on the future. A heant to-heant taik
maght work for them and make them realize the dangerous rmpact of this not only on thew health and kife but sbso
on the worild

am hoping for your smmedhate response to this dilemma of my fellow Mindorenas, | am hoping for your favorabie

response o this regard | am hoping for your immediate response to this dilemma of my fellow Mindorenos. | am
hopwng for your favorabile response in this regard

Respectfuilly Yours.

0 B. GOCO
Cat Youth Gten

UST Faculty of Pharmacy - Bachelor of Science in Medical Techmology i




