Department of Environment and Natural Resources

& Republic of the Philippines
f

———

~— MIMAROPA Region

February 9, 2023

BILSHAN F. SERVANEZ
Taxpayer

Province of Romblon
bilshanfs@yahoo.com

Re: CONSTRUCTION OF CAUSEWAY ON CALATRAVA BEACHFRONT
Sir:
Greetings in conservation!

This refers to your concern lodged to denr8888mimaropa@yahoo.com dated 8 February 2023
regarding the “Construction of Causeway on Calatrava Beachfront” being implemented by
the Department of Public Works and Highways Romblon-District Engineering Office (DEO)
funded under FY 2022 DPWH Infrastructure Program amounted to Php 91,201,467.88 that
started on 25 July 2022 and to be completed on 24 June 2023.

The above-mentioned issue was referred to this Office on 8 February 2023 around 2:00 in the
afternoon. Then, this Office conducted field investigation in collaboration with DENR-
Environmental Management Bureau, DPWH-DEO and Municipal LGU of Calatrava,
Romblon.

Based on the result of investigation, it ascertained that the said beachfront do not possess
critical habitat like sea grass/mangrove ecosystem and not even declared as marine protected
area. In addition, the construction of causeway serves as one of the mitigating measures
against storm surges. Hence, the project will protect houses and others structures from strong
waves.

Accordingly, the DENR-EMB issued Certificate of Non-Coverage (CNC) with Reference
No. CNC-OL-R4B-2022-07-01162 on 01 July 2022. It has a declared project size of 0.46
Hectare situated at the shoreline beside the port, particularly at the salvage zone and intertidal
zone.

Please be informed of EMB Memorandum Circular No. 2014-005 which provides that
causeway projects that has a project area less than or equal to one (1) hectare (without
reclamation) is only required to secure a CNC. Meanwhile, causeway projects with a project
area greater than or equal to fifteen hectares (with reclamation) are required to secure an
Environmental Compliance Certificate.

However, if this falls under reclamation, the Philippine Reclamation Authority (PRA) has
jurisdiction over the said project and the proponent shall apply “AREA CLEARANCE” from
the DENR as one of the requirements.

As per allegation of your letter citing that there was no consultations conducted, based on the
documents presented by the LGU, there was consultation and dialogue with the barangay
officials and fisher folks conducted by the MLGU- Calatrava held at Calatrava Municipal
Fish Port on August 22, 2022 regarding the construction of causeway.
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Furthermore, the Municipal LGU of Calatrava, Romblon through the Office of the
Sangguniang Bayan passed a Resolution No. 67 S.2022 dated 28 November 2022 re: “A
RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CONTINUATION OF THE CAUSEWAY OR
RECLAMATION PROJECT IN ITS PRESENT SITE, THE EASTERN PORTION OF THE
MUNICIPAL FISH PORT, AS THE DECISION IS IN CONSONANCE WITH THE WILL
OF MAJORITY OF THE CALATRAVANHONS.”

As a result, the DPWH-DEO issued Work Resumption Order No. 1 dated 7 December 2022
to the Sunwest Construction and Development Corp. to resume construction operations at the
project site effective 9 December 2022.

At present, there is on-going operation of the causeway like sheet piling and land
covering/filling works along the beach covering an area of 115 meters in length and 40

meters in width.

Again, thank you very much and we hope that we have addressed this matter accordingly.

Ve ours,
3
ARNOL . 7JR.
OIC, PE Officer
&
cc:

DENR MIMAROPA Regional Office (8888 Focal)
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Kagawad Marian summarized the opinion of Barangay Officials and
Fisherfolks.
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Mayor Mariet, Vice Mayor Dishan, Engr. Ulysses Ancheta in front for the
dialogue.



Engr. Fajutnao explained the side of the Planning Unit of DPWH
Romblon
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December 5, 2022

ELENA M. CASTILAN
DISTRICT ENGINEER
DPWH Odiongan, Romblon T

Madam:

Submit herewith copy of Resolution No. 67 S. 2022, A Resolution Approving the Continuation of
the Causeway or Reclamation Project in its present site, the Eastern Portion of the Municipal
Fish Port, as Decision is in Consonance with the will of majority of the Calatravanhons.

Hoping for your immediate action and untiring support.

Respectfully yours,
4

JUANﬁLCUTILA

Staff, Office of the Mayor
Municipality of Calatrava
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acan, ron. Metlite Sixon, Hon. Ramon Magbata, Jr.,

Sixon, Hon. Dilbert Motin, Hon. Ramon Reandslar,
Hon. Dominador Ogatis

WHEREAS, the San ng Bayan of Calatrava, through SB Resolution
No. 156 8. 2021 has reguested from then DPWH Secre ary Mark Villar to fund the
construction of a seawall/causeway in Barangay Poblacion, this municipality;

+
S

WHEREAS, DPWH Rombion District Engineering Office, on August 2022 has
informad LGU Calatrava that 2 fund alidtation of arourth Ninety One Million plus
Pesos (P91,000,000+) for 2022 for the seawall/causeway in Pobilacion, this
municipality was approved andiits implementation was supposed {o have started last
July 2022 or a month aﬁe/r,!(GU Calatrava was informed of the fund project approval;

WHEREAS, dgri’ng the August 24, 2022 censuliation-diaiogue conducted both
by the DPWH Romblon Planning Office Staff and Sunwest Contracting Firm as the
contractor of the project, Mayor Marista Babera, ihe ngguniang Bayan of
~ Calatrava, the heads of local offices, the Poblacion Barangay Officials and the
fisherfolks present requested for the transfer of the seawall/causeway project from
| the eastern side of the port fo the western portion by arguing that there is already an

existing seawall in the eastern portion, just as the project, with a total area of
approximately 100 meters by 40 metars will eat up a portion of the beach fronting the
Poblacion;

o
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WHEREAS, the request of transfer-dudng-the-eonsuliation -—chatogue—was

S

followed up by the let*ar of Mayor Rabera and by Resolution No. 18 5. 2022 of the
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1. Geo-lagged photos were submitiad 2s one among requirements prior to the
release of funds. Thus, 'alocnu g the project would require approval from the
depariment and would raguire tec% ical justifications, resulting to extensive delay of

2. Relocation of the project require on of approved plan \vhich will incur
more than 10% variance from original plan which may brought (sic) our designer
liable to the penaliies mr=scrlbﬂd for violation of reasonabie ot fice rules and
regulations.
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the distribution of medicines to the Senior
¢ Riano and the Honorable Congressman
t zens present responded positivaly to the
transferred to the western side of the Municipal

WHEREAS, sometime this Oclober during
Citizens.of Calatrava by the Honorable Governor J
tieandro Jesus Madrona, most if not all the Seni
continuation of the project even if this could not

Fish Port;

WHEREAS, during the October 28, 2022 consultation meeting calied by the DE Elena
4. Castilan of the Romblon District Enginaering Office through Municipal Mayor Marieta Babera,
the structural and environmental advantages of the causeway project when located in the eastern
side of the port were pitted against the possibie disaopaarawcn of 100 meter beach area of

FPoblacien and the lack of prior co..aui*:atr\* both with LGU Calatrava and its peopie which is
supposedly in violation specially of Section 27 of :\‘“ 7‘7ﬂ on prior consultation;
; WHEREAS, in the same forum, majority of the people present expressly deciared their
approval for the continuation of tha pmjﬂct in its present ic:fadorw

¥ '

NOW THEREFORE, on motion of Hon. Elizer Fiedacan duly seconded by Hon. Ramon
Reandelar, the 14" Sangguniang Bayan of Calatrava has ~

- RESOLVED, AS IT IS HERERBY RESOLVED, to approve the continuation of the
causeway or reclamation project in its present !owtmn the eastern portion of the Municipal Fish

Por, as this decision is in consonance with the will of majority of the Calatravanhons aired during
the recent consultations facilitated by the Honaorable Congressman Eleandro Jesus Madrona
and by District Engineer Elena M. Castilan;

RESOLVED FURTHER to inform DPWH Rombion, DPWH Region 4B, DPWH
Central Office, the Honorable Jose Riano and Honorable Congressman Eleandro Jesus

Madronathatmajority of the Municipat-Gfficiatsof pa!atravq doesmotwant further delaysimthe——
implementation of the projeci and that they believe that its advartagss far outw reighs the

disadvantages it can give,
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Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS .

[2- Q18

REGIONAL OFFICE IV-B e
EDSA, Diliman, Quezon City - Y%
December 09, 2022 = CARRt O
» DPWH-ROMBLON DED
~—— MEMORANDUM S R o |
- TO : ELENA M. CASTILAN Date z&z&u
District Engineer g

Romblon District Engineering Office
Odiongan, Romblon

SUBJECT : Sangguniang Bayan Resclution No. 67, Series 2022, of the
Municipality of Calatrava, Romblon

Forwarded is the letter dated December 2, 2022, of Joseph M. Fedelicio, Secretary to the
Sanggunian, relative to the above-mentioned resolution passed by the Sangguniang Bayan of
Calatrava, Romblon on November 28, 2022 entitled: "4 RESOLUTION APPROVING THE
CONTINUATION OF THE CAUSEWAY OR RECLAMATION PROJECT OF THE MUNICIPAL FISH

PORT, AS THIS DECISION IS IN CONSONANCE WITH THE WILL OF MAJORITY OF THE
CALATRAVANHONS.”

For your information and guidance.

GERALD A. PACANAN, CESO III
Regional Director

“For and in the absence of the Regignal Director” § —

/F) -

i // /"'“(.

V 2344

FRIEDRICH KARL L. CAMERO
Chiej,/Bd@)z/f—of-\Nay Acquisition and Legal Division

Encl: As stated.

R4B.8/LBG/CSC/FLC



Contract I.D No. ¢ 22EH(134

Name of Project ¢ CONSTRUCTION OF CAUSEWAY, POBLACION
Location « CALATRAVA, rwt\":*LCW

Date . DECEMBER 07, 2022

ADERMA ANGELIE D. ALCAZA
President/CEO
SUNWEST CONSTRUCTIC AND DEVELOPMENT C"KPOP\ATC
No. 1108 Textite Tower, Orfigas Pasig City
(Previndial Address) Washingwm Brive Legaspl Gy

You are hereby directed to resume construction operations at the prwj ct site effective

December 09, 2022 in view of the 55 Qesciution Ne.67 S. 2022 A RESCLU STION APPROVING

THE CO‘\T_!\UATIO'\ OF CAUSEWAY OR RECLAMAT 10N PROJECT IN ITS PRI ESENT SITE, THE
EASTERN PORTION OF THE MUNICIPAL FISH PORT, AS THIS DECISION IS IN CONSONANCE

WITH THE WILL OF MAJORITY OF THE CALATRAVANHONS.

Hereunder is the historical data o of vour approvad Work Suspension Order and Contract Time

Extension.

Contract Time: (cd) | Approved Werk ‘ Aoproved  Contract | Days Used to date ‘
, \ Suspension Order: | Time Extension: i ‘
Original: 335 CD | (cd) | (cd) | 126 (cd) %

Revised including | W.5,0. No. 1: €0 | CT.ENO.1: ‘\ \
1 Approved C.T.E: | W.5.0. No. 2: | CT.ENO.2: | Days Rem am ng ?
| | Total: 60 | CT.ENO.3: | 199 (cd ‘
l § | Total: | ‘;

Please acknowledge receipt of this oraer by signing (with dat e) and retumning the three
(3) of the attached copies. The fourth copy is for vour file.

= ———APPROVED; ———
St ; oI
ELMER M. TOLENTING ELENA §. CASTILAN
Chief, Construction Section District Engineer
T hereby acknowledgereceipt of this Order.
Dzte!

Centracior's Representative
PIF-08-WRO-01 Rev 00



Republic of the Philippines
DEPARTMENT OF PUBLIC WORKS AND HIGHWAYS
ROMBLON

DISTRICT ENGINEERING OFFICE
REGIONAL OFFICE IV-B
Odiongan, Rombion

December 21, 2022

HON. MARIETA F. BABERA, MAEd.
Municipal Mayor — Calatrava LGU
Calatrava, Rombion

Dear Mayor Babers,

We wish to update you on the status of our project with Contract 1.D. No. 22EH0134,
Construction of Causeway, Poblacion, Calatrava.

We have issued Work Resumption Order No. 1 effective December 9, 2022, thus Construction of
the said project is in progress. Further, that the Regional and the Central Offices were all aware
of this issue and its update. Furthermore, that this Office have aiready submitted all the pertinent
documents in connection with this controversy as requested by the Office of the Solicitor General,
who is the government’s authorized lawyer.

For your information.

Very truly yours,

s

ELENA M. CASTILAN
District Engineer
1 &

R4B16/jfr/BAEM/EMC




Mga benepisyo ng Causeway

1. Magiging paradahan ng trucks, shuttle jeep, private cars
at tricycles

2. Magiging paradahan ng mga pumpboats na biyaheng
Talisay at Linao.

3. Magiging bagsakan ng mga huling isda.

. Magiging bagsakan ng mga gulay na galing Divisoria at

Y

Quezon -

on

. Pzglalagyan ng Teurism Cffice,

. Paglalagyan ng stalls para sa ating mga mangingisda

. Gagamiting tindahan ng rolling stores at night market..
hindi na sa kalsada.

~N O

Isang maliit lang ng portion ng beachfront and kukunin ng
causeway pero sa benepisyong maidudulot nito sa ating

ekonomiya ay napakalaki. Trabaho para sa mga tao. Hindi po |
kabawasan sa beach ng Calatrava ang proyektong ito.




