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JUL 0 4 2023 
URGENT MEMORANDUM 

FROM 

The OIC Director 
The OIC, Chief, Legal Division 
Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
sentral@mvb. pov.ph 
legal@m~b.~;ov.vh 

The Director 
Environmental Management Bureau 
Concurrent, The OIC, Assistant Secretary 
Field Operations Luzon and Visayas 

The Legal Division 
EMB Central Office 

The Regional Executive Director 
The Chief, Legal Division 
DENR MIMAROPA Region 
3rd flr., 1515 DENR by the Bay Bldg., Roxas Boulevard 
Brgy. 668, Errnita, Manila 

The Regional Director 
EMB MIMAROPA Region 
6/F DENR Bldg., Roxas Blvd., 
Ermita, Manila 

The Regional Director 
MGB MIMAROPA Region 
7/F DENR Bldg., Roxas Blvd., 
Ermita, Manila 

4b@ph00.com 

: The Director 
Biodiversity Management Bureau 
Concurrent, The Assistant Secretary 
Policy, Planning and Foreign-Assisted and Special Projects 
director@bmb.rrov.vh 

: The Undersecretary 
Legal and Administration 



SUBJECT VERONICA BATAN, ELMOR A. BORDA AND 
ALFRED0 B. PASCUAL VS. MINES AND 
GEOSCIENCES BUREAU, DEPARTMENT OF 
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES, ALTAI 
PHILIPPINES MINING CORP. G.R. NO. 265146 WRIT OF 
KALIKASAN WITH PRAYER FOR ISSUANCE OF 
TEMPORARY ENVIRONMENTAL PROTECTION 
ORDER (TEPO) 

This pertains to the petition1 filed before the Supreme Court by the petitioners in 
the above-mentioned case. The Department, as one of the respondents of the case, was 
furnished with a copy of the Resolution dated 13 June 2023 on 29 June 2023, to wit: 

G.R. No. 265146 (Veronica R. Batan, Elmor A. Borda, and Alfreo B. 
Pascual vs. Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Department of Environment 
and Natural Resources, and Altai Philippines Mining Corporation). - 
Acting on the Petition for Writ of Kalikasan (with Prayer for the 
Issuance of a Temporary Environmental Protection Order), the Court 
Resolved to: 

(a) ISSUE a WRIT OF KALIKASAN against the respondents; 

(b) REQUIRE the respondents to file a VERIFIED 
RETURN/COMMENT on the petition within a NON-EXTENDIBLE 
period of ten (10) days after service of the writs; 

(c) REFER the case to the COURT OF APPEALS for further 
reception of evidence pursuant to A.M. No. 09-6-8-SC; and 

(d) DENY the prayer for the ex-parte Temporary Environmental 
Protection Order. 

The Court further Resolved to NOTE the Entry of Appearance dated 
May 29, 2023 filed by Esguerra & Blanco, entering its appearance as 
counsel for respondent Altai Philippines Mining Corporation and 
GRANT said counsel's request to be served with copies of all notices, 
orders, and other processes at 4th and 5th Floors, S&L Building, Dela 
Rosa corner Esteban Streets, Legaspi Village, Makati City. 

Pursuant to the agreement reached during the Executive Committee meeting 
regarding the filing of a verified return/cornrnent by the Office of the Solicitor General 
(OSG) to the Supreme Court, to be cleared first with the Office of the Secretary, the 
concerned Offices are hereby required to submit their respective position papers on the 
above-mentioned subject. Submissions are due on or before 05 July 2023 at 1200 n.n. 

The position papers should address the legal and technical aspects of the petition 
comprehensively. Each concerned Office is expected to analyze the case, present 
relevant supporting evidence, and possible defenses. 

For easier reference, please accomplish the consolidated comments on the 
attached Google Documents Link: -. 

' Copy of the Petition is attached as ANNEX "A". 
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Considering the time constraints, please submit your position papers and 
relevant documents via the following link: httr,sw-s in order to facilitate 
faster communication. 

For your preferential attention and appropriate action please. 

Copy furnished: 

The Office of the Secretary 

The Undersecretary 
Field Operations Luzon, Visayas and Environment 

The Undersecretary 
Special Concerns and Legislative Affairs 

The Assistant Secretary 
Legal Affairs 
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Petitioners: Veronica R. Batan, Elmor A. Borda, and Alfreo B. Pascual 
Respondents: Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Department of Environment and Natural Resources, Altai Philippines Mining Corporation 

Relevant Documents Arguments (Petition) 

I I 
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0. THE SHIPMENT OF NICKEL ORE WITHOUT THE REQUISITE SIGNED 
CERTIFICATES OF MOlSTURE CONTENT INCLUDING TRANSPORTABLE 
MOISTURE LIMIT POSES A SERIOUS THREAT TO PHILIPPINE WATERS 
FROM MARINE POLLUTION AND PUTS THE LIVES AND SAFETY OF ITS 
SHIPPING CREW AT VERY SERIOUS RISK. 
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Dhcuulon 

I I I 

tons. 

36 TbEspbrat 
bvthcMGBon21Oeccm 
Wk umplmg. 15 only MI 
pertinent and quoted her 

I 





. 1 4 .  
I 

A l t d  Mlnlnfr extracIlon 04 50,WO 
WMT d nickel on h worth ,103.4 
milSon. 

41. The 50,OQ) WM1 pennitled by Respondent MGB to be 
transported and Jl iwed abroad is a volume typical of a full-blown mirmng 
operatbn that would have ordlnar8)y requlnd a ECC samgpmian dpp~avals 
and social acccm.biliv. 

42. Respondents tried to pass off the extraclbn of 50,000 WMT of 
nickel ore f i  a harmleu care of 3ulk wmoliw-. But the shew salt of the 
underWlinp batrays the real score. Flnt, W.OO WMT of nickel ore v no 
me* mound of ml. As u*r mplrined. a Qngh dump truck with a 
capacity d 12 5 tom w~ll need to go back acd tonh 4 . W  tinnsro hn&h rhr 
pb. I1 will ako rroqvlre a large cargo ship to Iransparc abroad just like rhe 
one w i n g a r  the prhnfr wn 01 #la1 M(nln#. 

. .------ - 

43. Second buod on the OTP and MOEP. thedeclared value of the 
n*M ore ir 1.85 million. This is in US dollan In Philippine pesos. ths 
tramlare5 to ?103.415.W!J.00, an mount mu* associated w-ith b g  
tompanfn. M thb is just f w d  we shiomeq. m fut, on c u i x  taxes 
ibne, it s r a d s  n M,136,600.00. How anyone coJd dovmpby this a lust 
pan d *ldoratw activities ia b*ng disingenuous 
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