
MEMORANDUM

FOR : All Regional Executive Directors

FROM

SUBJECT :

: MARIO 2023DATE

FOR YOUR INFORMATION AND CONSIDERATION, PLEASE.

E, CESOIIJ

Harnessing  forestry science for sustainable development

In this regard, may we invite the following staff for a comprehensive discussion on DMC 
2022-04, to wit.

The link for the teleconference shall be sent through email on or before 10 March 2023. 
Should you have any query, please contact For. Jeric I. Angeles at (02) 928-2891/ (02) 927-2491 
or email us at frcd.wems@fmb.denr.gov.ph.

MEETING/ORIENTATION ON DENR MEMORANDUM CIRCULAR 
NO. 2022-04 ENTITLED “GUIDELINES FOR THE NAMING OF 
WATERSHEDS IN THE PHILIPPINES” ON 14 MARCH 2023

In view of the approval of DENR Memorandum Circular No. 2022-04 entitled 
Guidelines for the Naming of Watersheds in the Philippines”, the Forest 

Management Bureau will be conducting a meeting/orientation on the said guidelines to discuss 
the process of naming a watershed on 14 March 2023 at 10:00 AM via Zoom Teleconferencing.

a. Watershed Focal Person
b. Chief of the Conservation and Development Division
c. Representative from Planning Division

MAR 1 3 2023
IL -J 1 II

RECORDS UNI f
: The OIC Assistant Secretary for Field Operations - Western Mindanao 

and Director in concurrent capacity

Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
FOREST MANAGEMENT BUREAU
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, 1100 Quezon City
Tel. No.: (632) 8925-2141 / (632) 8927-4788
E-mail Address: fmb@denr.gov.ph Website: https://www.forestry.denr.gov.ph
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MAR 0 4 2022

SUBJECT:

d) Sub-watershed - drains its water to the larger watershed

e) Tributary - a river or stream flowing into a larger river or lake.

Pursuant to Presidential Decree No. 705, otherwise known as the “Revised Forestry Code 
of the Philippines” as amended, Executive Order No. 192, series of 1987, Providing for the 
Reorganization of the Department of Environment, Energy and Natural Resources, Renaming it as 
the Department of Environment and Natural Resources, and For Other Purposes, DENR 
Administrative Order (DAO) No. 1999-01, entitled, “Adoption of the Watershed and Ecosystems 
Planning Framework”, DAO No. 2005-23, entitled, “Adoption and Implementation of 
Collaborative Approach to Watershed Management” and DENR Memorandum Circular (DMC) 
No. 2008-05, entitled, “Guidelines in the Preparation of Integrated Watershed Management Plans”, 
the following guidelines for the naming of watersheds in support to the National Irrigation System 
(NIS) and other watersheds development activities in the Philippines are hereby promulgated.

SECTION 1. Basic Policies. It is the policy of the State to protect and advance a balanced 
and healthful ecology in accord with the rhythm and harmony of nature.

SECTION 2. Objectives. This Circular aims to guide the DENR Field Offices in the 
naming of watersheds that will provide a unique identity useful in the formulation of Integrated 
Watershed Management Plans, ease of retrieval of data, and implementation of activities, plans, 
and interventions within watersheds.

SECTION 3. Scope and Coverage. This Circular shall cover the naming of all watersheds 
and their respective sub-watersheds adopting the ridge-to-reef approach. The watersheds 
delineated using the ridge-to-reef approach is attached as Annex 1.

SECTION 4. Definition of Terms. For this Circular, the following terms shall be defined 
as follows:

GUIDELINES FOR THE NAMING OF WATERSHEDS IN THE 
PHILIPPINES

Republic of the Philippines 
Department of Environment and Natural Resources 

Visayas Avenue, Diliman. Quezon City
Tel. Nos. (632) 929-66-26 to 29 c (632) 929-62-52 

Website: httpi/wwv.dcnr.gov.ph / E-mail: web@denrgov.ph

a) Estuary - a water body where seawater of oceanic origin is diluted by freshwater from 
land drainage areas. Areas influenced by this include deltas, tidal marshes, and river 
mouth, among others.

b) Outlet - an area where all streams and rainfall within the watershed drains. It could be 
the outflow of a reservoir, the mouth of a bay, or any point along a stream channel.

c) Ridge-to-reef - integrated watershed ecosystems management framework that 
emphasizes the interrelationship between the upland, lowland, and coastal ecosystems.

DENR Memorandum Circular
No. 2022 - o![
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g) First level stream - the main tributary of the watershed where the outlet is the estuary.

h) Second level stream - sub-watershed where the outlet is the main tributary.

5.1 Ridge-1 o-reef Watersheds

5.1.1

5.1.2

5.1.3

5.2 Sub-walersheds

Annex 7 illustrates the stream levels in sub-watersheds while Annex 8 illustrates the 
sub-watersheds at the second level stream.

Watersheds shall be named using the name of the main tributary, the name 
shall be completely spelled out (Annex 3).

When there are two watersheds having identical names of main tributaries, 
the name of the province where the outlet of a watershed is located must be 
hyphenated to the name of the main tributary (Annex 5).

If the condition exists in the same province, the name of the province and 
municipality where the outlet of the watershed is located shall be 
hyphenated next to it (Annex 6).

f) Watershed - a land area drained by a stream or fixed body of water and its tributaries 
having a common outlet for a surface run-off.

When the watershed is composed of two or more major tributaries, a 
situation where the major river near the estuary immediately branched-out, 
use the hyphenated naming structure to create a unique name (Annex 4).

SECTION 5. Procedures in the Naming of Watersheds. Watersheds are delineated 
based on the topographic divide, and not based on political boundaries, hence, watersheds may 
encompass one or more regions and provinces. The concerned DENR Regional Offices with the 
jurisdiction over the watershed shall be responsible in naming of the ridge-to-reef watersheds. In 
cases of watersheds that cover more than one region, the concerned Regional Office with the 
largest jurisdiction over the area shall be responsible in naming of the watersheds.

In cases of sub-watersheds with second-level stream as the main tributary, the DENR 
Regional Office shall delineate the sub-watersheds of the ridge-to-reef watersheds within their 
jurisdiction prior to naming of sub-watersheds. Annex 2 shows the process of naming the sub
watersheds that covers one province and sub-watershed that covers more than one province 
belonging to the same region.

The DENR Field Offices shall ensure that the process of naming the watersheds is done in 
coordination with the local communities. Naming of watersheds after personalities, roads, 
streamflow-gaging stations, and other structures shall be avoided. The naming of watersheds shall 
follow the following procedures:

5.2.1 The name of the sub-watershed shall be based on the name of the tributary 
of the second-level stream (Annex 9). The same goes for the tributaries 
adjacent to it and so on.

5.2.2. When the sub-watershed is composed of two significant tributaries with the 
same level (Annex 10), use the hyphenated naming structure to create 
unique names.



SECTION 11. EfTcctivity. This Circular shall take effect immediately.

SECTION 10. Repealing Clause. All Circulars and other similar issuances inconsistent 
herewith are hereby amended or modified accordingly.

SECTION 8. Transitory Clause. Within one (1) year of effectivity of this Circular, the 
DENR Regional Offices shall revise the names of watersheds with existing Characterization cum 
Vulnerability Assessment Reports and Integrated Watershed Management Plans (IWMPs) that do 
not follow the procedures of this Circular.

SECTION 7. Watershed Name Registry. The FMB shall develop and maintain a registry 
on the official names of watersheds in the country. The shapefiles of these watersheds shall be 
provided by the FMB to DENR Regional Offices for reference.

SECTION 9. Separability' Clause. If any provision of this Circular shall be held invalid or 
unconstitutional, the other portions or provisions hereof which are not affected shall continue in 
full force and effect.

JIMgfeSAMPCLN:
Acting Secrecy

SECTION 6. Identical Name Across Regions. All DENR Regional Offices shall submit 
the names of watersheds to the Forest Management Bureau (FMB). The FMB shall identify' if there 
are duplication in the name of the watersheds. In the event that there are watersheds with identical 
name located at different regions, the FMB shall revised the names following the Section 5.1.3 of 
this Circular.
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ANNEX 1. WATERSHEDS IN THE PHILIPPINES DELINEATED USING R1DGE-TO-REEF APPROACH

Watersheds in the Philippines
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ANNEX 2. PROCESS FLOW ON NAMING OF WATERSHEDS.

NoNo
♦

Yes
Yes

♦

No

■>

♦

LEGEND:

i 
boundaries for any corrections or

List of 
watershed 

names.

The region covering majority of 
the watershed area should 

evaluate the provided

Conduct coordination with local 
communities to solicit comments on 

the proposed names of the 
watersheds

Covers 
>one (1) 
Region’

The sub-watershed at 
second-level stream should 

be delineated by the 
regional offices

Covers 
>one (1) 

province?

’ The PENR Officer to where the area-of- 
jurisdiction of the sub-watershed lies 
should identify 'propose name of sub
watershed based on the procedures 

provided on Section 5.2

The sub-watersheds at second-level 
stream should be delineated by the 

region covering majority of the 
watershed area and identify/propose 
their respective names based on the 
procedures provided on Section 5.2.

proposed changes, (i.e. 
corrections of boundary location 

of the outlet)

' The PENR Officer should prepare 
i memorandum to RED. endorsing the 

Jl name/s of the watershed's to FMB

Naming 
of ridge-to- 

reef 
watershed?

The regional office should prepare 
memorandum endorsing the 

name/s of the watershed to FMB

The region covering majority of the 
watershed area should then 

coordinate with other concerned 
regions prior to the coordination with 

local communities.

I----- 1 Procedure only suitable for
•------J sub-watersheds

iZ The regional office should conduct i 
1 coordination with local communities to 

solicit comments on the proposed
1 names of the watersheds based on the j 

procedures provided on Section 5 f The PENR Officer should conduct
1 coordination with local communities to 

solicit comments on the proposed 
names of the watersheds

Yes 
•4------------

The ridge-to-reef watershed boundaries, 
with initially identified/proposed names, 

will be provided by FMB



ANNEX 3. NAMING OF WATERSHED BASED ON THE NAME OF THE MAIN 
TRIBUTARY

The name of the main tributary of the watershed is Buaya River. Hence, its name is Buaya River 
Watershed.



ANNEX 4. NAMING OF WATERSHED WITH TWO SIGNIFICANT RIVERS

The major river near the outlet immediately branched out to two (2) major tributaries namely 
Liangan River and Subuan River, hence, the name of the watershed will be Liangan-Suhuan 
River Watershed.



ANNEX 5. WATERSHEDS WITH IDENTICAL NAMES OF THE MAIN TRIBUTARIES

as Tipalo-
The watershed located in the province of Ilocos Sur shall be named as Iipalo-llocos Sur River 
Watershed and the watershed located in the province of Bukidnon shall be named 
Bukidnon River Watershed.

Province llocoa Sur

Province: Bukidnon
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Municipality of Santiago Ibcos Sur

Municipality of Candon. I locos Sur

The watershed located in the Municipality ol Candon. llocos Sur shall be named as Tipalo-Ilocos 
Sur-Candon River Watershed. On the other hand, the watershed located in the Municipality of 
Santiago. llocos Sur shall be named as Tipalo-Ilocos Sur-Sanliago River Watershed.

ANNEX 6. WATERSHEDS WITH IDENTICAL NAMES OF MAIN TRIBUTARIES IN 
ONE PROVINCE



ANNEX 7. STREAM LEVELS IN THE WATERSHED



ANNEX 8. SECOND-LEVEL STREAM SUB-WATERSHED
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ANNEX 9. THE TRIBUTARY AT A SECOND-LEVEL STREAM

990 River

The tributary at a second-level stream is Diponggo River. 1 lenee. the name of the sub-watershed 
is Diponggo River Sub-Watershed.



ANNEX II). SUB-WATERSHED WITH TWO SIGNIFICANT RIVERS,
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The sub-watershed with two significant rivers (Prcglo River and Silago River) shall be named as 
Preglo-Silago River Subwatershed.
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