
  

PUBLIC SCOPING REPORT 1 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



  

PUBLIC SCOPING REPORT 2 

 

 

 



 

  

PUBLIC SCOPING REPORT  

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 
1.0 PROJECT OVERVIEW  1 
2.0 ACTIVITY RATIONALE 2 
3.0 STAKEHOLDERS REPRESENTATION 4 
4.0 SUMMARY OF ISSUES AND CONCERNS 5 
5.0 DESIGN OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 6 
6.0 NARRATIVE OF THE PUBLIC SCOPING ACTIVITY 7 
7.0 PHOTO DOCUMENTATION 10 
 

 

LIST OF TABLES 
 
Table 1:  Proposed Project, Proponent and EIA Preparer Details  1 
Table 2: Participants in the Public Scoping 4 
Table 3: Issues and concerns raised by stakeholders during the Public 

Scoping activity 
6 

  

 

LIST OF ANNEXES 
 
Annex A:  Proof of Public Scoping Attendance 30 
Annex B: Program for Public Scoping 36 
Annex C: Public Scoping Presentation Material 38 
Annex D: Proof of Receipt of Public Scoping Invitation Letters 65 
Annex E: 
Annex F: 
Annex G: 

Certificates of Posting 
Proof of Consent to Use The Venue 
Acknowledgement of Issues, Concerns and Suggestions Raised 
During the Public Scoping 

90 
99 

100 



 

  

PUBLIC SCOPING REPORT 1 

 

1. PROJECT OVERVIEW  
 

Berong Nickel Corporation has a management agreement with David M. Consunji 

Inc. – Mining Corporation (DMCI-MC), a wholly owned subsidiary engaged in ore 

and mineral mining and exploration to supervise and manage its activities 

especially on technical and financial aspects of mineral exploration and 

development of nickel laterite in BNC areas of interest.  

 

On September 29, 2021, BNC was issued a SEP clearance to open “Long Point” 

which was covered by the original areas explored by ATLAS mining way back in 

1990’s. The Long Point Nickel Project is under the same entity, located at 

Barangay Apurawan, Municipality of Aborlan, Palawan. Table 1 shows the details 

of the proposed LPNP, the Proponent and the EIA Preparer. 

 

Table 1. Proposed Project, Proponent and EIA Preparer Details.  

Project Name                      Proposed Long Point Nickel Project 

Nature of the Project           Mining Exploration and Operations 

Proposed Extraction Rate  1,000,000 DMT per Annum  

Commodity                         Nickel Laterite 

Location of Mine Site and 

Facilities                             

Long Point, Barangay Apurawan, Aborlan, Palawan 

Total Project Area                2,357.7583 hectares 

Mining Method                     Surface Mining 

Project Proponent  Berong Nickel Corporation (BNC) 

3F DMCI Homes Corporate 

Center, 1321 Apolinario Street, 

Bgy. Bangkal, Makati City   

Philippines 1233 

Authorized Representative 

Contact Person(s)  

 

 

Contact numbers  

 

 

Email address 

Mr. Ramon Manuel R. Briones – VP for Operations 

Engr. Marc Raymund Zamora - Resident Mine 

Manager 

Mr. Jonathan L. Pilien - Corporate Community 

Relations Head 

Atty. Brenda D. Segovia - Associate Legal Counsel 

Telephone: +63 2 823 7963; +63 2 831 2309 

Telefax: +63 2 831 6241 

 

berongnickelcorp@gmail.com / 

marc.raymund.zamora@gmail.com 

 

mailto:berongnickelcorp@gmail.com
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    Cont. of Table 1… 

EIA Preparer  

EMG Environmental and 

Safety Management 

Consultancy Services 

Authorized Representative 

Contact Person(s)  

 

 

Contact numbers and 

email address 

Ramon M. Docto, PhD 
EIA Preparer/Team Leader 
+63 917 849 5330 

mondocto@yahoo.com 

 
Rodolfo O. Abalus Jr., PhD 
Co-Team Leader 
+63 917 162 2572 
rodolfo_abalus@yahoo.com 
 

Gumamela Zone 5, Bgy. Sta. Monica, Puerto 
Princesa City, Palawan, Philippines 

 

2. ACTIVITY RATIONALE 
 

As stipulated in the Department of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR) 

Administrative Order No. 2017-15 (Guidelines on Public Participation under the 

Philippine Environmental Impact Statement System) or DAO 2017-15, social 

preparation and public participation is an integral part and a requirement for 

Proposed Projects required to conduct an Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA). 

At the onset of EIA process, early involvement of the stakeholders is initiated 

through the conduct of Information Education Campaign (IEC), Focus Group 

Discussion (FGD) and Perception Survey. The IEC serves as a basis for 

preliminary identification of stakeholders and related issues in preparation for the 

scoping proper. 

Once the social preparation has been completed, a public scoping is carried out. 

This activity is a proponent-driven multi-sectoral process and more meaningful 

identification of the most significant issues/impacts of the proposed Long Point 

Nickel Project. Input of the stakeholders were consolidated particularly on the 

issues and concerns pertaining the proposed project. This will be used to establish 

the scope of work and terms of reference (ToR) for the EIA, and delimits the extent 

of the baseline information to those necessary to evaluate and mitigate the 

impacts. 

For Berong Nickel Corporation, the request to conduct Public Scoping was 

submitted to DENR EMB Central Office on February 7, 2023. The invitation letters 

(signed by DENR EMB Central Office EIAMD Chief Esperanza Sajul) were 

officially distributed on February 16-20,2023 to the invitees identified based on the 

stakeholder groups indicated on Section 5 of DAO 2017-15.  

mailto:mondocto@yahoo.com
mailto:rodolfo_abalus@yahoo.com
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The invitees for the Public Scoping include: 

1. Local Government Unit in areas where the proposed Long Point Nickel 

Project (LPNP) will be situated (a) 

✓ Municipality of Aborlan (host municipality) 

✓ Barangay Apurawan (direct impact area) 

✓ Barangay Culandanum (secondary impact area) 

 

2. Government Agencies with related Mandate on Tyoe of the Project and 

its impacts (b) 

✓ Provincial Government of Palawan 

✓ DENR EMB – Provincial Environmental Management Unit 

✓ Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) 

✓ Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office (PG ENRO) 

✓ DENR Environment and Natural Resources Office (PENRO) 

✓ DENR City Environment and Natural Resources Office (CENRO) 

✓ Municipal Environment and Natural Resources Office (MENRO) 

✓ Municipal Agriculturist of Aborlan (MAO) 

✓ Municipal Health Office (MHO) 

✓ Municipal Planning and Development Office (MPDO) 

 

3. Interest groups, preferably those with mission/s specifically related to the 

type and impacts of the proposed LPNP (c)  

✓ Religious sector – Sto. Nino Catholic Church 

✓ Indigenous People’s Organization – NCIP – MIMAROPA, NCIP – 

Palawan,  

✓ Non-government Organization – HARIBON Palawan 

✓ People’s Organization – Farmer’s Association, Senior Citizen 

Association 

✓  

4. Local Institutions (f) 

✓ Apurawan Elementary School 

✓ Apurawan National High School 

✓ Culandanum Elementary School 

✓ Culandanum High School 

 

The proof of receipt for invitation letters are provided as attachment of this report 

(Annex D).  

 

 

 

 



 

  

PUBLIC SCOPING REPORT 4 

 

3. STAKEHOLDERS REPRESENTATION 

 

The Public Scoping activity was conducted on February 27, 2023 (Monday) at the 

Apurawan Gymnasium in Sitio Sto. Nino, Brgy, Apurawan, Aborlan, Palawan.  The 

activity was facilitated by Berong Nickel Corporation together with the EIA 

Preparers and representatives from DENR EMB Provincial Management Unit Ms. 

Edna Velasco and Ms. Mercy Almorfe. Table 2 shows the composition of the 

participants in the Public Scoping activity. 

 

Table 2. Participants in the Public Scoping. 

Stakeholder Group/ Office/ 
Organization 

Total No. of 
Representatives  

Gender Distribution 

Female Male 

LGUs in areas where all project facilities are proposed to be 
constructed/situated and where all operations are proposed to be 
undertaken (a) 

Municipality of Aborlan 8 3 5 

Barangay Apurawan 9 1 8 

Barangay Culandanum 2  2 

    

Government agencies with related mandate on the type of project and its 
impacts (b) 

Provincial Government of Palawan 3 1 2 

DENR EMB – Provincial 
Environmental Management Unit 

2 2  

Palawan Council for Sustainable 
Development (PCSD) 

1  1 

Provincial Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PG ENRO) 

1  1 

DENR Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (PENRO) 

1  1 

DENR City Environment and 
Natural Resources Office (CENRO) 

2  2 

Municipal Environment and Natural 
Resources Office (MENRO) 

0   

Municipal Agriculturist of Aborlan 
(MAO) 

2  2 

Municipal Health Office (MHO) 0   

Municipal Planning and 
Development Office (MPDO) 

1  1 

Mines and Geosciences Bureau 
(MGB) 

2 1 1 

Department of Agriculture 1 1  

Interest groups, preferably those with mission/s specifically related to the 
type and impacts of the proposed undertaking (c) 

Sto. Nino Catholic Church, VBSI 1 1  

NCIP – MIMAROPA 0   
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Cont. of Table 2… 

Stakeholder Group/ Office/ 
Organization 

Total No. of 
Representatives  

Gender Distribution 

Female Male 

Interest groups, preferably those with mission/s specifically related to the 
type and impacts of the proposed undertaking (c) 

NCIP – Palawan,  1  1 

HARIBON Palawan 1  1 

Farmer’s Association 3  3 

Senior Citizen Association 1 1  

Indigenous People’s Organization 
(Youth, BATA) 

3  3 

IDEAS 1  1 

TABAD 1  1 

Women’s Organization 1 1  

Local institutions (f)    

Department of Education 3 3  

Apurawan Elementary School    

Apurawan National High School 2 2  

Culandanum Elementary School 1 1  

Culandanum High School 0   

Palawan National School (PNS) 1  1 

Systems Technological Institute 
(STI) 

1  1 

Palawan State University (PSU) 2  2 

Local Residents (Apurawan) 63 20 43 

Local Residents (Culandanum) 1  1 

Berong Nickel Corporation 
(Proponent) 

35 10 25 

EMG Environment and Safety 
Management Consultancy 
Services (EIA Preparer) 

6 2 4 

Total  163 50 113 

 

4. SUMMARY OF ISSUES AND CONCERNS 

The public scoping activity related to the proposed Long Point Nickel Project of the 
Berong Nickel Corporation at Sitio Long Point, barangay Apurawan, Aborlan, 
Palawan was actively participated by various stakeholders/sectoral representatives. 
During the open forum, there were 5 items raised for people module, 2 for land 
and water modules, and 4 for others. The below matrix (Table 3) shows the 
specific issues and concerns raised by the stakeholders. Please refer to Annex F 
for the detailed discussion of the issues and concerns raised and the 
corresponding Proponent’s reply and Annex G for the acknowledgement of issues 
and concerns raised. 
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Table 3. Issues and concerns raised by stakeholders during the Public 
Scoping Activity. 

EIA 
Module 

Issues and Concerns 

People 

Eligibility for Scholarship Grants (between IP and Diwan) 

Inquiries on what can be done to increase the percentage of the scholarship 
beneficiaries in the impact areas 

What is the percentage of the local residents who can be employed by BNC 
and the minimum wage that the company will set? 

Will BNC provide seminars and trainings for unqualified applicant residents to 
improve their qualification? 

Are there capacity enhancement for the residents, the concrete plan to improve 
the qualifications of the community and what is the target implementation of 
these programs. 

Land 

Capacity of BNC secure permit to cut trees and the technology to be used 
during the uprooting of trees.  

Ipilan Mining Corporation admitted that earth balling they conducted wasn’t 
successful. Is there other technology which BNC could utilize to improve the 
survival rate of the trees? 

Water 

There is a marine sanctuary around 0.5 kilometer from the project area. Is the 
distance of the proposed project far enough to induce significant impacts to the 
marine sanctuary? 

Rainfall must be considered in the design of structures for mitigation of the 
impacts of disasters 

Others 

There is a need to clarify whether the roads constructed by BNC near long 
point was issued ECC 

There is need for a clarification why the mining sector only has 0.46% 
contribution to the national employment despite being a large industry. 

Mining is expected to induce economic growth. However, Economic growth in 
Berong is not evident 

What are the impacts of the mining on the processing of their local products 
like coconuts? 

 

 

5. DESIGN OF PUBLIC PARTICIPATION 

 

It is well recognized that the involvement and participation of the stakeholders are 

significant throughout the EIA process. For the proposed Long Point Nickel Project 

scoping, the following activities have been conducted:  
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➢ Focused Group Discussion (FGD) –  was conducted with concerned 

stakeholder groups on April 10, 2022 in Sitio Sto. Nino, Brgy. Apurawan, 

Aborlan, Palawan. 

➢ Perception Survey – was conducted on September 24-26, 2022 to 

representatives of offices, organizations, local residents, business owners, 

academe, religious groups, farmers from Brgy. Apurawan and Brgy. 

Culandanum who were not able to participate in previous stakeholder 

engagement activities (i.e., FGD, IEC).  

➢ Public Scoping/Hearing – will be carried out to ensure efficient exchange of 

information and views between and among the project stakeholders on the 

results of the EIA, if needed. 

 

 

6. NARRATIVE OF THE PUBLIC SCOPING ACTIVITY 

The public scoping for the Long Point Nickel Project was facilitated by the Berong 
Nickel Corporation, proponent of the project located at barangay Apurawan, 
Aborlan, Palawan was scheduled on February 27, 2023 at 12:30pm and 
conducted at the Apurawan Gym, Barangay Apurawan, Aborlan.  

 
For the preliminaries, registration of participants was set in 1 and half hours  
(12:30 PM – 2:00 PM) led by the staff of the Berong Nickel Corporation (BNC). 
Although, there were some registrants who managed to come earlier in the 
scheduled time of registration but most of the expected participants from other 
agencies had arrived and filled the gymnasium of the barangay came nearly 2:00 
PM.  
 
Quarter before 2:00 PM, Engr. Rolando S. Sajot, BNC Safety & Health 
Superintendent called the attention of all the attendees to formally start the 
Scoping program. As to start, Engr. Sajot called before us Kgd. Randy Gila, 
Sanguniang Barangay member of Brgy. Apurawan for the opening prayer followed 
by the singing of the national anthem led by Ms. Maribel Favila, Principal, 
Apurawan Elementary School.  
 
After which, a welcoming address was given by Mr. Boni Madarcos, Governor’s 
representative and followed immediately the presentation of the participants by Mr. 
Rolando Sajot. The introduction was based from the filled-up registration forms. 
First, the emcee introduced the honorable members of the Sangunian 
Panlalawigan who are present during the scoping activity. From the office of the 
Governor being represented by Mr. Boni Madarcos, followed by the Honorable 
Sanguniang Bayan Members with Mayor Ortega and Vice Mayor Madeja. The 
emcee introduced also the Honorable Sanguniang Barangay officials of Brgy. 
Apurawan and Brgy. Culandanum headed by their Barangay Captain and the 
different organizations who were present in the gymnasium (NGOs, Business 
Sector, Cooperatives, IP communities, DepEd, EIA Team, and the Berong Nickel 
Corporation team). 
 
For the objectives and expectations, Dr. Rodolfo O. Abalus Jr., EIA Co-Team 
Leader clearly explained it. These include the overview of the project, proposed 
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activities of the project, solicitation of issues and concerns of the primary affected 
community (Brgy. Apurawan) and secondary affected community (Brgy. 
Culandanum) in relation with the proposed mining operation. For the overall idea 
of the guidelines of Scoping, Dr. Abalus underscored that it will run through rigid 
and tedious processes which start with Social Preparation where Information 
Education Campaign was conducted already in Brgy. Apurawan and Brgy. 
Culandanum. Then, after the activity, request for scoping was made such that the 
Berong Nickel Company and the EIA team are conducting such scoping activity. 
The Co-team leader highlighted that after the scoping, there will be formation of 
review team (compose of different experts in the field that will review the EIA 
submitted to EMB) and followed by the scheduling of a three-level scoping activity 
where the 1st level is the project briefing meeting with the review team, 2nd level is 
the public scoping with community and the last level as mentioned is the technical 
scoping with the review team. Dr. Abalus, emphasized that the presence of the 
community stakeholders was very significant in the completion of the scoping. 
Their issues and concerns raised were all important in the completion of the 
Environmental Impact Assessment.  
 
In like manner, For. Mercy B. Almorfe, Supervising EMS EMB-PEMU, provided 
more details on the Overview of the Scoping Guidelines and the Mechanics of the 
Scoping for the Project. For. Almorfe, provided more details by giving specific 
process of EIA. According to her, EIA starts with data/information collection about 
the environment, ecosystem and socio-cultural. These information and data will be 
subjected to in-depth analysis and study if there will be impact to the community 
and if there will be bad effects, measures to reduce or avoid the impact can be 
determined and if there will be good effects, these will be developed and 
sustained. Likewise, For. Almorfe, emphasized the importance of the participation 
of the community stakeholders in the scoping for the EIA. These data and 
information will serve as basis for planning and preparing the community 
(barangay or municipal) through the Environmental Management Plan (EMP) and 
Social Development Plan (SDP). Overall, this will prepare the documents for the 
Environmental Impact Statement. For. Almorfe provided a logical explanation 
about the EIA. She explained that the stressors can be results of the operation 
which include emission of polluted air, effluents or polluted water and the 
immediate environment can be affected. The primary affected and the secondary 
affected area. And through EIA, these scenarios can be determined and identified 
what proper measures will be conducted to reduce or minimize the effect.  These 
impacts can be direct and indirect. Some examples of these type of impacts were 
also discussed by the Forester. To end her presentation, the project screening 
processes was explained clearly by For. Almorfe. That according to her, the EIA to 
EIS requirements of the BNC is not an ordinary requirement that can be acquired 
easily but to have the permit to operate, the company must undergo each process. 
And one very important is scoping with the participation of all stakeholders.  
 
After the presentation of the Objectives to Mechanics of the Scoping, Engr. 
Rolando L. Sajot, Safety and Health Superintendent, gave the project description. 
This includes the project information, proponent profile, and the preparers followed 
the presentation of the project summary by Engr. Renato Y. Sabat Jr., BNC Mine 
Planning Engineer. Engr. Sabat discussed the necessary permit and documents 
their company must acquire before their mining operations. These are the; 
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Exploration through Authority to Verify Minerals (ATVM), that according to him, it 
was already acquired from the DENR-MGB and exploration was conducted; 
Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) from the DENR-EMB and Free Prior 
Informed Consent (FPIC) from the NCIP, these 2 permits are ongoing acquiring 
and one of the requirements are the scoping activity; Mineral Production Sharing 
Agreement (MPSA); Tree Cutting Permit from the DENR; Construction and 
Development (PPA -Port; DENR-EMB); and Mining Operation from DENR-MGB. 
The Engr. Also discussed their best practices, processes in mining, where to mine, 
and plan to ship the ore. Apparently, Ms. Jaypee B. Jacob, ISO Integrated 
Management Representative, discussed about what programs of the company to 
develop the community. Ms. Jacob introduced the percent allocation of funds for 
SDMP; 75% for the Development of Host and Neighbouring Communities (DHNC) 
program; 15% for the Information, Education and Communication (EIC) Program, 
and 10% for the Development of Mine Technology and Geosciences (DMTG) 
Program. She presented their programs given in Berong, Quezon on Education 
where they produced many College graduates in different courses and employed 
them as well. Likewise, she presented some livelihood projects assisted by their 
company like the piggery project, sea-cucumber and seaweed projects, solar 
driers construction and farm to market road construction. Another was the 
program on health. Their company assists the community by giving free meals for 
grade schoolers, free vaccines and medicines, free training and seminars in 
relation to health issues and concerns and providing health clinics in the 
barangays. Further, the company strengthened the socio-cultural aspects of the 
barangay   by providing multicab patrols, barangay halls, gymnasium, school 
buildings, assisting the churches and participating in the programs of the IPs. And 
to end her sharing, Ms. Jacob also highlighted the importance of the participation 
of the community which is considered as the key for the proper implementation of 
the SDMP projects and programs.  
 
For the impact assessment and mitigation, Mr. Jay Pee R. Dela Cruz, Mine 
Environmental Protection and Enhancement Officer/Pollution Control Officer, 
presented the examples of impact identification and mitigation for land, air, water, 
flora and fauna, and the people. He discussed the potential environmental impacts 
and the equivalent management and mitigating measures.  
 
For the stakeholders’ perception survey result, Mr. Jandi G. Panolino presented 
the data analyzed in graphs and figures from 100 respondents from Apurawan as 
the primary affected barangay and another 100 respondents from Culandanum as 
secondary affected community. This information was taken from the 2 barangays 
being potentially affected upon the commencement of the mining operation. This 
was also conducted to as adhere with the initial requirements of the EIA.      
 
For the Open Forum, details were presented in Annex F for issues and concerns. 

 
For the Closing remarks, Vice Mayor Madeja extended his thanks to the scoping 
facilitators and all the attendees. He further emphasized also the importance of 
the scoping activity. And with that, the scoping ended with the final remarks of the 
BNC resident manager, Engr, Marc Raymund L. Zamora with full of appreciation 
and gratitude to all the people who attended the scoping activity.  
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7. PHOTO-DOCUMENTATION 
 

Proof of Posting Re Notice of Public Scoping 
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Public scoping registration of the participants 
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Mr. Madarcos, a representative from the Office of the Provincial Governor 
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Mr. Fabello, a representative from Palawan Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) 
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Public scoping presentation 

 

 Dr. Rodolo Abalus, Jr., EIA preparer Co-team leader presented the objectives and 

expectations for the public scoping activity  

 

  Participants from the LGU and Apurawan National High School 
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Ms. Mercedita Almorfe from DENR PEMU - Palawan presented the Environmental 

Impact Assessment process 

 

The EIA Team preparers 
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Engr. Renato Sabat, BNC Mine Planning Engineer presented the Long Point 

Nickel Project  

 

Ms. Jaypee Jacob, BNC ISO Officer presented the various programs conducted by 

BNC to its host community and stakeholders 
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Mr. Jay Pee dela Cruz, BNC MEPEO and Pollution Control Officer presented the 

Impact Assessment and mitigation 

 

Mr. Jandi Panolino, EIA Team preparer presented the result of the Perception Su 
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Open forum 

 

 

Representative from HARIBON Palawan Mr. Boy Magallanes during open forum 
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  IPMR of Aborlan, Mr. Tom Kutat one of the stakeholders who raised a question 

during the open forum 

 

 

From EMB Provincial Environmental Management Unit of Palawan, Ms. Edna 

Velasco addressing some of the questions raised by the stakeholders 
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Vice Mayor Madeja extended his thanks to the scoping facilitators and all the 

attendees 
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Engr. Marc Raymund Zamora, BNC Resident Mine Manager gave his closing 

remarks 
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ANNEX A. PROOF OF PUBLIC SCOPING ATTENDANCE 
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ANNEX B. PROGRAM FOR PUBLIC SCOPING   

  

        Project Title      :   LONG POINT NICKEL PROJECT  

 Project Location    :  Barangay Apurawan, Aborlan, Palawan  

 Project Proponent    :     BERONG NICKEL CORPORATION  

 Date & Time of Scoping   :   February 27, 2023 12:30PM  

 Scoping Venue     :  Apurawan Gym, Barangay Apurawan, Aborlan  

  

TIME 
ALLOTTED  

PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES  PERSON RESPONSIBLE  

12:30 - 2:00 
pm  

• Registration    

2:00 - 
2:10pm 

• Opening Prayer  
 

• National Anthem  

• Kgd. Randy Gila (LGU  
  (Barangay Apurawan)  

• Ms. Maribel Favila  
(Principal, Apurawan 
Elementary School)  

2:10 - 
2:15pm  

• Welcome Remarks  • (Governor’s Office 
Representative)  

2:15 - 
2:20pm  

• Introduction of Participants  
 

• Mr. Rolando S. Sajot (BNC 
Safety & Health 
Superintendent)  

2:20 - 
2:35pm  

• Objectives and Expectations  

• Setting of the Scoping  

• Overview of the Scoping 
Guidelines  

• Mechanics of the Scoping for 
the Project  

• Dr. Rodolfo O. Abalus Jr.  
(EIA Co-Team Leader)  

• For. Mercy B. Almorfe        
(Supervising EMS EMB- 
PEMU) 

2:35 - 
2:55pm 

• Brief Presentation of Long 
Point Nickel Project  

• Engr. Renato Y. Sabat Jr  

(BNC Mine Planning 
Engineer)  

• Ms. Jaypee B. Jacob  

(BNC ISO Management 
Representative)  

• Mr. Jay Pee R. Dela Cruz 
(BNC MEPEO/PCO)  

• Mr. Jandi G. Panolino  
(EIA Team Member)  

2:55 - 
3:10pm 

• Snacks   

3:10 - 
4:10pm 

• Open Forum    • For. Edna S. Velasco  

(PEMU/ Proponent Palawan 
Chief, DENR-EMB)   

• BNC Representatives  

• EIA Preparer  
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Cont. Annex B.  

TIME 
ALLOTTED  

PROGRAM OF ACTIVITIES  PERSON RESPONSIBLE  

4:10 - 
4:40pm  

• Synthesis and 
Integration/Summary of 
Issues and Agreements on 
Scoping   

• For. Edna S. Velasco  

(PEMU/ Proponent Palawan 
Chief, DENR-EMB)   

• BNC Representatives 

• EIA Preparer 

4:40 - 
4:55pm  

• Message from a 
representative of sectoral 
participants  

• Hon. Mayor Jaime Ortega  

(or representative)  

• Hon. SB Arnel Ortega  
(SB Environmental 
Committee Chairman)  

4:55 - 
5:00pm  

• Closing Remarks   • Engr. Marc Raymund L. 
Zamora  
(BNC RM)  

 

Emcee: Mr. Rolando S. Sajot (BNC Safety & Health Superintendent)  
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ANNEX C. PUBLIC SCOPING PRESENTATION MATERIALS 
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ANNEX D. PROOF OF RECEIPT OF PUBLIC SCOPING INVITATION LETTERS 
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ANNEX E. CERTIFICATES OF POSTING  
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ANNEX F. PROOF OF CONSENT TO USE VENUE 
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ANNEX G. ACKNOWLWEDGEMENT OF ISSUES, CONCERNS AND SUGGESTIONS RAISED DURING THE PUBLIC SCOPING  
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EIA 
Module 

Issues/Suggestions Raised by 
the Stakeholder 

Sector or 
Representative who 

Raised the 
Issue/Concern 

Proponent's Response 

Land 

The stakeholder raised concerns 
about the capacity of BNC secure 
permit to cut trees and the 
technology to be used during the 
uprooting of trees. He also cited 
that trees uprooted using 
earthballing method have very low 
survival rates.  

Inocencio 
Magallanes, Haribon 
Palawan 

Mr. Roland Talabucon DENR PENRO Chief: DENR has 
requirements to issue permit which should be complied 
firsts by the proponent. Meanwhile, CENRO will 
conduct inventory of the trees. DENR requires that 100 
seedlings shall be provided for every tree to be cut. If 
the BNC isnt capable to do earthballing, other 
substitutes may be done as long as the actions should 
be coordinated with the DENR 

People 

The stakeholder asked if the Diwan 
members (aside from Ips) eligible 
for the scholarship program to be 
implemented by BNC. 

Kgd. Ireneo Hermosa 
Jr., Apurawan 

Ms. Jaypee Jacob: There are two means of funds from 
which the scholarship program may be funded, which 
are the CRDP and SDMP.CDRP is dedicated for IPs 
while SMDP may be availed by the the locals, including 
Diwan members. The selection of the scholarship 
grantees still rely on the decision of the barangay 
government 

Water 

It was informed that there is a 
marine sanctuary around 0.5 
kilometer from the project area. 
The stakeholder inquired if the 
distance of the proposed project is 
far enough to induce significant 
impacts to the marine sanctuary?  

Kgd Ireneo Hermosa 
Jr., Apurawan 

For. Mercy Almorfe: There is a need to confirm the 
available instruments supporting the establishment of 
the Marine sanctuary such as ordinance or proposal. It 
is one of the importance of public scoping to solicit the 
issues identified by the residents 

From MAO Representative, Armen. Molleno: The 
marine sanctuary being referred to was declared and 
established by the municipality. Core and buffer zones 
were also identified. The 26 hectares core zone is still 
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in good condition. 

Mr. Inocencio Magallanes: The delineation of the core 
zone and conduct biodiversity assessment should be 
conducted 

Dr. Rodolfo Abalus Jr.: The EIA team will try to conduct 
marine biodiversity assessment on the core zone 
designated by the municipality. The team will also 
conduct water quality assessment which will serve as 
baseline data for monitoring purposes 

Mr. Jay Pee dela Cruz: These assessments are already 
being done by the company as a part of the MMT. The 
company also conducts annual coastal assessment to 
determine changes in the marine ecosystem. 

Land 

Ipilan Mining Corporation admitted 
that earthballing they conducted 
wasn’t successful. Is there other 
technology which BNC could utilize 
to impprove the survival rate of the 
trees? 

Mr. Marlon Tamsi, 
ELAC 

Dr. Ramon Docto: UPLB conducted a study on the 
success of earthballing and it was confirmed that 
earthballing has low success/survival rate.  It was also 
recommended the treeplanting of native tree species as 
an alternative may be more beneficial than earthballing 

Water 
Rainfall must be considered in the 
design of structures for mitigation 
of the impacts of disasters 

Mr. Marlon Tamsi, 
ELAC 

Sir Jay Pee dela Cruz: Design of series settling ponds 
were based on the peak rainfall of the most recent 
strongest typhoon.The good design of these structures 
significantly reduced the impacts on the water quality. 
Monitoring stations are already installed for baseline 
data gathering 
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Others 
There is a need to clarify whether 
the roads constructed by BNC near 
long point was issued ECC  

Mr. Marlon Tamsi, 
ELAC 

Mr. Rolando Sajot: No roads were constructed by BNC 
on the project area 

Kgd Hermosa: It was the coast guards who constructed 
the roads 

People 

Kgd. Tomas asked for the 
percentage of the local residents 
who can be employed by BNC and 
the minimum wage that the 
company will set. 

Kgd. Tomas Kutat, 
IPMR 

Ms. Jaypee Jacob: No percentage may be given as of 
now. The basis of hiring shall be based on the 
qualifications. The minimum wage shall be based on 
the rate set for the province including the mandatory 
benefits such as SSS, Philhealth, etc. 

People 

Kgd. Tomas further asked if those 
unqualified for the job be given 
seminars and training to impve 
their qualification 

Kgd. Tomas Kutat, 
IPMR 

Ms. Jaypee Jacob: The company may provide 
livelihood programs to impove the locals' living. 

Others 

There is need for a clarification 
why the mining sector only has 
0.46% contribution to the national 
employment despite being a large 
industry.  

Ms. Jahil Antipuesto, 
Teacher Apurawan 
National School 

Ms. Jaypee Jacob: Reasons for the decreased 
employment contribution of the mining industry included 
suspension of mining operation throughout the country 
and the Covid-19 pandemic. 

People 

The stakeholder wanted to know 
what are there any capacity 
enhancement for the residents, the 
concrete plan to improve the 
qualifications of the community and 
the target implementation of these 

Ms. Jahil Antipuesto, 
Teacher Apurawan 
National School 

Ms. Jaypee Jacob: Such programs are included in the 
SDMP and shall be approved by the MGB. Only a 
certain budget can be allocated for scholarship and 
thus limiting the nuber of recipients of scholarship. Non-
beneficiaries may still benefit thru ALS and livelihood 
training 
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programs. 

Mr. Rolando Sajot: Noted that local government plans 
and approves the SDMP. 

People 

Inquiries on what can be done to 
increase the percentage of the 
scholarship beneficiaries in the 
impact areas 

Ms. Jahil Antipuesto, 
Teacher Apurawan 
National School 

Kgd Randy Gila: Brgy council shall be careful on 
recommending and selecting beneficiaries of 
scholarship 

Others 

Mining is expected to induce 
economic growth. However, 
Economic growth in Berong is not 
evident 

Engr. Raymond 
Antipuesto, MAO Rep 

Mr. Jay Pee dela Cruz: Take note that Berong is a 
recipient of benefits from SDMP and CDRP. In fact, 
Berong received atleast 147 M + 67 Million from the 
mining project. 

Mr. Jay Pee dela Cruz: A social impact assessment will 
be done upon minining operations. This will serve as 
baseline study will be done to monitor improvement in 
the locals living 

Dr Docto: Social impact assessment will be conducted 
as a part of the EIA process. Note that the baseline 
data is important as a means to monitor changes in the 
community 

Others 

Mr. Pedroso asked what the 
impacts of the mining on the 
processing of their local products 
are 

Mr. Rufino Pedroso, 
Chairperson of 
KAANIB and 
Apurawan and 
Culandanum Coconut 
Farmers Assoc. 

Mr. Rolando Sajot: Local's first policy shall be 
implemented for employment. Hiring requires 
endorsement from the barangay government 
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