
To the National Government:
A Call for Urgent Action, Transparency, and Accountability
on the Oil Spill in the Verde Island Passage and Adjacent

Waters

We decry the disruption caused by the oil spill from MT Princess Empress to the lives
and livelihood of coastal communities and the health of critical marine biodiversity - as the fuel
tanker sank in waters belonging to the Verde Island Passage, the most biodiverse marine habitat
in the world that is undeniably a national ecological treasure for the Philippines.

According to the data gathered by Karagatan Patrol, the oil spill has already reached
almost a million hectares (984,238) of municipal waters covering the 10 coastal towns of
Oriental Mindoro, two in Palawan and one in Antique. Based on the data as of March 17, 2023,
this tragic incident has reached the waters of Bansud, Bongabong, Bulalacao, Calapan, Gloria,
Mansalay, Naujan, Pinamalayan, Pola and Roxas in Oriental Mindoro; Caluya in Antique; and
Agutaya and Taytay in Palawan.

We welcome the hearing conducted by the Senate Committee on Environment, Natural
Resources, and Climate Change over half a month since this tragic situation began, and we are
looking forward to the resumption of the investigation as soon as possible. We are concerned that
we have yet to see decisive leadership on the necessary steps among concerned national
government agencies.

The March 14 hearing, presided by Chairperson Cynthia Villar, exposed glaring
negligence in ensuring seaworthiness of the tanker’s shipping activities by companies involved
and maritime agencies alike in the lead up to the spill; insufficient coordination among all
involved agencies in the wake of the oil spill; a lingering lack of clarity as to how impacted
peoples would receive reparation and support for their safety, livelihood, and food security in the
long-term; and a deafening silence on any decisive and punitive actions that will be taken against
all liable actors.

Despite these, a next hearing has yet to be called for by Congress. We thus demand an
urgent continuation of the investigation into the cause and accountabilities of companies
behind the oil spill and measures being taken by responsible government agencies. These
must lead to the realization of the following:

1. Immediately contain and remove the oil spill, with full transparency on the status of
containment and removal towards affected communities and the Filipino public, and
streamlined leadership in overall disaster risk reduction and management efforts.

http://www.karagatanpatrol.org/


2. Urgently and sustainably address the impacts of the oil spill to the food supply,
livelihood, health, economic welfare, and environment of affected communities, and
ensure reparation for damages they incurred.

3. Ensure that companies at fault for the oil spill - particularly the owner of the tanker,
RDC Reield Marines Services, Inc., and of the fuel it contains to be transported by the
reported charterer, San Miguel Corporation Shipping and Lighterage’s subsidiary SL
Harbor Bulk Terminal Corporation - are fully held accountable and immediately
called to issue a cash bond that can already cover costs for containment, mechanical
removal of the oil, damages to communities, and commitments for long-term
rehabilitation for affected communities and ecosystems.

4. Pursue a whole-of-nation approach in determining and implementing solutions to
the oil spill and its impacts to marine and coastal biodiversity and affected communities,
which would entail effective leadership and transparent action from government,
particularly in prevention of further damage, followed by sustained rehabilitation, and the
meaningful participation of communities, civil society, and other key stakeholders.

5. Implement long-term solutions to protect critical marine and coastal biodiversity
and prevent more instances of oil spills in the future, including policy and legal reforms
such as imposing strict liability to charterers in instances of pollutions under the Oil
Pollution Compensation Act and integrating the Verde Island Passage into the Expanded
National Integrated Protected Areas System.

6. Mobilize concerned agencies to begin thinking and planning seriously about a just
transition away from fossil fuel dependence, as the industry’s unabated and
unchallenged business operations continue to threaten and destroy lives and the
environment, a glaring example of which is the ongoing oil spill crisis.

The pollution of our waters and destruction of critical marine habitats due to the oil spill are clear
violations of the people's constitutional right to make a living and to a clean, healthy, and
balanced ecology, and those responsible must be held accountable for their actions, omissions,
and negligence, most especially the shipowners and their charterer, who until now have
deliberately withheld information and have refused to take responsibility.

We urge the government to take swift and decisive action to ensure that the right to a clean,
healthy, and balanced ecology is upheld and protected for the benefit of present and future
generations of Filipinos.



Signed:

Oceana Philippines
Center for Energy, Ecology, and Development

Greenpeace Philippines
Protect VIP

Caritas Philippines
Laudato Si’ Movement Pilipinas

WWF - Philippines
Living Laudato Si' Philippines
Environment for Social Change

Large Marine Vertebrates Research Institute Philippines
Pambansang Lakas ng Kilusang Mamamalakaya ng Pilipinas (PAMALAKAYA)

Earth Island Institute Philippines
KONSYUMER

The Passenger Forum
Greenresearch

Ecoteneo of Ateneo de Davao University
Center for Renewable Energy and Sustainable Technology

Health Care Without Harm Southeast Asia
Diocesan Social Action Center of Oriental Mindoro

Mindanawon Initiatives for Cultural Dialogue of Ateneo de Davao University
Philippine Partnership for the Development of Human Resources in Rural Areas

Christian Life Community in the Philippines
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Commission- Conference of Major Superiors in the

Philippines (JPICC-CMSP)
Mina de Oro PGS

Tebtebba - Indigenous Peoples International Centre for Policy Research and Education
Youth Strike for Climate Philippines

Fellowship for the Care of Creation Association Inc. (FCCAI)
St. Francis of Assisi Quasi-Parish Youth

Prelature of Infanta-Community Organization of the Philippines (PI-COPI), Inc.
Bon-Lag Diocesan Social Action Center

Oxfam Pilipinas
Young Franciscan Advocates

​​Saint Augustine Major Seminary
Angat Kalikasan Pilipinas (AKaP)

Lasallian Institute For the Environment - De La Salle Philippines
Conference of Major Superior in the Philippines

Caritas Occidental Mindoro



Diocese of Parañaque: Caritas Parañaque/Commission On Service to Human Promotion
Youth Strike for Climate Philippines

Social Action Commission-Tandag Diocese
Our Lady of the Most Holy Rosary Parish

Humanitarian Response Diocese of Paranaque & Disaster & Relief committee, Knights of
Columbus

DIOCESE OF PARAÑAQUE- MIP-COSHP
Apostolic Vicariate of Calapan

Papasco
Parabukas

Philippine Rural Reconstruction Movement
Justice, Peace and Integrity of Creation Commission - Conference of Major Superiors of the

Philippines
Citizens’ Disaster Response Center

SEARICE

Celso G. Maliksi, Mission Area Administrator, Apostolic Vicariate of Calapan
William B. Abas, Chaplain, Apostolic Vicariate of Calapan

Leody De Guzman, Chairman Emeritus, Bukluran ng Manggagawang Pilipino (BMP)
Maria Eden S. Piadozo, Retired Professor, UPLB

Jane L. Roble, Executive Secretary, CBCP-Episcopal Commission on Ecumenical Affairs
Demetrio F. Ablir, Parish Coordinator, Commission on Service to Human Promotions

Emmanuel Priela, President, Philippine Hospitals Association Oriental Mindoro
Darryl Subayno, Vice President for Projects and Student Activities, Political Science Society

Kristine Joy Argallon, Legal and Policy Officer, Philippine Earth Justice Center, Inc.
Aiko Love del Rosario, Junior Research Analyst, UP Marine Science Institute

Janell Sihay, Research Assistant, UP Marine Science Institute
Mylene Saluta, Executive Director, Fellowship for the Care of Creation Association Inc. (FCCAI)

Gerry Mendez Placio, Administrative Staff, ellowship for the Care of Creation Association Inc. (FCCAI)
Rene M. Fortuno, Livelihood & Food Security Ministry Coordinator, Caritas Paranaque

Alberto Poblete, Chairman, FSMJPIC
Merck Maguddayao, Vice President for Legal Affairs, Solidarity of Unions in the Philippines for Empowerment and

Reforms
Pilita Quizon-Venturanza, Member, IBP Oriental Mindoro Chapter

Tony Abuso, Executive Secretary, ECIP National Secretariat
Ire Joe, Journalist

Leon Pangilinan Jr., Communications Officer, Caritas Philippines
Asuncion O. Reyes, Staff, Social Action Comission

Nanette M. Geronimo, Immediate Past President, Rotary Club Downtown Calapan
Ma. Jirah Bañas, Kasiyana: Youth in Action - Baguio City

Thomas M. Priela, Parish Priest, San Nicolas Parish, Naujan
Ashley Kee A. Coma, Member, Parish Youth Ministry

Nicole Acorda, Proprietor, Tropicalwash Laundry House
Bernadette Cristobal, Education Assistance Coordinator, Diocese of Parañaque

Maria Helen F. Dayo, Board Member, UPCWSFI



R-Jay M. Papasin, Student, Saint Augustine Major Seminary
Carlito D. Bisa, Convenor, Batangas ARE

Lenny Mendoza, HK Supervisor, Concerned Citizen
Richard Rodriguez, Member, Mindiccas

Ace Tumbagahon, PYM Coordinator, STPYM
Danilo Escubil, Alumni, Alpha Phi Omega Service Fraternity

Bel Balucan
Farah Sevilla

Carina Columna
Mariquit Melgar

Maricel Lazo


