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Local Marine Rangers Win International Award for
Protecting the Tubbataha Reefs
The award comes with a U.S. $10,000 grant.

by Micah Avry Guiao
Jul 27, 2023

Add to Wishlist

SHARE PIN

TWEET COPY LINK

THINGS TO DO

10 Airbnbs With
Karaoke In and
Around Metro
Manila for Big
Groups

SHOPPING + SERVICES

10 Gifts Your
Balikbayan
Relatives + Friends
Will Thank You For

NEWS + EXPLAINER

Want to Learn How
to Ride a
Motorcycle?
MMDA's Free
Lessons to Start on
September 27

NEWS + EXPLAINER

“Stop Playing Loud
Videos”: Etiquette
Rules From a
Frustrated
Commuter in the
Philippines

CREATED WITH COCA-COLA

6 Things You'll Only
Understand If
You're Filipino and
Love Food

PHOTO BY YOUTUBE/MARINE CONSERVATION INSTITUTE

TRAVEL FOOD BEACHES SHOPPING ENTERTAINMENT TOP 10 LISTS NEWS CULTURE

Wishlist SIGN UP Menu

https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures?ref=article_channel
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/culture?ref=article_header_section
https://www.spot.ph/author/micah-avry-guiao?ref=article_author
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
javascript:void(0);
https://www.spot.ph/things-to-do?ref=channel
https://www.spot.ph/things-to-do/the-latest-things-to-do/106245/airbnbs-with-karaoke-near-metro-manila-a5138-20230910-lfrm?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/shopping?ref=channel
https://www.spot.ph/shopping/the-latest-shopping/106261/gifts-for-balikbayans-og-pinoys-a4373-20230910?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures?ref=channel
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/mobility/106267/motorcycle-riding-academy-what-to-know-about-mmda-s-initiative-a5229-20230910?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures?ref=channel
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/mobility/106253/commuter-etiquette-how-to-behave-a5229-20230910-lfrm?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/culture/105703/tubbataha-reef-local-rangers-win-international-award-a5229-20230727?utm_source=Facebook-Spot&utm_medium=Ownshare&utm_campaign=20230727-fbnp-newsfeatures-tubbataha-reef-local-rangers-win-international-award-a5229-20230727-fbfirst&fbclid=IwAR3heZjAbRDqgXh1ajJjHCN6-mxxN1EpeVbETd7TK9Hct121T0S6UzOYvQs
https://www.spot.ph/eatdrink/the-latest-eat-drink/filipino-food-culture-coca-cola-cokekaination-adv-con?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/things-to-do/the-latest-things-to-do/106245/airbnbs-with-karaoke-near-metro-manila-a5138-20230910-lfrm?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/shopping/the-latest-shopping/106261/gifts-for-balikbayans-og-pinoys-a4373-20230910?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/mobility/106267/motorcycle-riding-academy-what-to-know-about-mmda-s-initiative-a5229-20230910?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures/mobility/106253/commuter-etiquette-how-to-behave-a5229-20230910-lfrm?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/eatdrink/the-latest-eat-drink/filipino-food-culture-coca-cola-cokekaination-adv-con?ref=article_featured
https://www.spot.ph/things-to-do?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/eatdrink?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/tag/beach?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/shopping?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/entertainment?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/top-list?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/newsfeatures?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/arts-culture?ref=nav_v2
https://www.spot.ph/
https://www.spot.ph/singapore-tourism-board?ref=nav-primary
https://www.spot.ph/wishlist?ref=nav-primary


(SPOT.ph) One of the Philippines' finest heritage sites, Tubbataha Reefs, is often a
victim of illegal fishing, marine pollution, and coral bleaching. Fortunately, its
conservation is in the capable hands of local rangers who work relentlessly to ensure
its safety, as recently recognized by an international award.

For this, the International Union for Conservation of Nature (IUCN) has awarded four
members of the Tubbataha Reefs National Park Ranger Team the 2023 IUCN World
Commission on Protected Areas (WCPA) International Ranger Awards for their
“dedicated service and commitment as marine rangers.” 

As part of the award, they have also been granted U.S. $10,000 to continue their
efforts, as well as a custom uniform patch to remember this achievement.

“The awards recognise the outstanding work of protected areas rangers around the
world, celebrating the dedication and bravery of people who protect and conserve
natural heritage,” IUCN wrote in a press release.

Also read: Philippines' Tubbataha Is One of the World's Best Scuba Diving
Destinations

Tubbataha Reefs National Park Ranger Team wins the 2023
IUCN WCPA
Tubbataha Reefs Natural Park is a famous scuba diving site in Palawan for a reason: it
is a highly protected marine area with everything to see. It is home to more than 1,200
marine species, including corals, sharks, dolphins, sea turtles, seabirds and marine
mammals. It’s known to have an exceptionally healthy reef ecosystem—but not
without help.
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Local community members make up the Tubbataha Reefs National Park Ranger
Team, who live in isolation for extended periods of time to focus on protecting marine
life.

“They have persevered in the face of COVID-19, personal problems, typhoons,
injuries, sickness, and threats,” IUCN wrote  in a press release. “Alongside marine
research and monitoring, and assisting and educating visitors, the team works
tirelessly to intercept illegal fishers, and voluntarily assists in the education and
rehabilitation of offenders. As a result of their work, initially resistant local
communities have now been inspired to support the park.”

Tubbataha Reefs IUCN Rangers Award 2023Tubbataha Reefs IUCN Rangers Award 2023

“Ang akala namin ay hindi kami mapansin ng mundo dito sa gitna ng Sulu Sea. Kami
ay locals na nagpapasalamat…sa pag-bigay ng award,” the Tubbataha Reefs
National Park Ranger Team said in a video posted by the U.S. Marine Conservation
Institute. “Ang pagkilala niyo sa ginagawa namin sa gubataan ay lalo’t pa nagbibigay
sa amin ng lakas ng loob na pagbutihin ang aming serbisyo sa gubataan.” The rangers
gave a shoutout to Protected Area Superintendent Angelique M. Songco, who is also
dubbed "Mama Ranger." 
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