
 
 

 

    
Republic of the Philippines 

Regional Development Council 
MIMAROPA Region 

 
Tel (43) 288-6115 / 288-6118                      E-mail:  rdcneda4b@gmail.com 

      (43) 288-6124                                      Website: mimaropa.neda.gov.ph   
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IN PASAY CITY)  

 
RDC Resolution No. 2023-083-1191 

 
FAVORABLY ENDORSING THE INCLUSION OF THE VERDE ISLAND 

PASSAGE (VIP) AS PART OF THE EXPANDED NATIONAL INTEGRATED 
PROTECTED AREAS SYSTEM (ENIPAS)  

  
WHEREAS, the Regional Development Council  (RDC) is  mandated to  coordinate 
the preparation, implementation, monitoring and evaluation of short - and long-
term regional development p lans and investment programs, regional physical  
framework p lan, and specia l development p lans, inc lud ing the formulat ion of 
policy recommendations;  
 
WHEREAS, Republic Act 7586 establ ished a National Integrated Protected Areas 
System (NIPAS), which shall  encompass outstandingly  remarkable areas and 
biolog ical ly important  public  lands that are habitats of rare and endangered 
species of p lants and animals, b iogeographic zones and related ecosystems, 
whether terrestr ial, wet land or marine, al l of which shal l be designated as 
“protected areas”;   
 
WHEREAS, Republic Act 11038 or the Expanded NIPAS Act fur ther estab lished 
addit ional protected areas with in  the c lassif ication of nat ional park pursuant to  
the Phil ippine Const i tut ion;  
 
WHEREAS, Sect ion 6 of the Implementing Rules and Regulat ions  ( IRR) of the 
ENIPAS Act states that, upon the recommendation of DENR, addit ional areas 
with unique phys ical features, anthropological s ign if icance , and high bio log ical 
diversity may be proposed for  inclusion as part of  the NIPAS;  
 
WHEREAS, the overall object ive of protection under the NIPAS Law is to secure 
the perpetual existence of nat ive plants and animals for the present and future 
generations;  
 
WHEREAS, the management of VIP shall require the formulat ion of a general 
management planning strategy and zoning such as stric t protection zones; buffer  
zones; habita t conservation and rehabil i tat ion; b iodiversity management;  
cultura l zones; community organiz ing; socioeconomic and scienti f ic research  
zones; among others;  
 
WHEREAS, there is a need to def ine other areas such as sustainable use zones, 
mult ip le zones, recreat ional zones, and specia l use zones that wi l l harmonize 
with  the exist ing economic act iv it ies and stra tegic programs and projects of 
national s ign if icance ident if ied in the Public Investment Program, Regional 



 
 

 
 

 
                                                                 

Development Plan, Regional Development Investment Program, and Luzon 
Spatia l Development Framework with in the VIP;  
 
WHEREAS, the Economic Development Committee  (EDC), dur ing i ts  3 r d quarter  
meeting held on 03 August 2023, reviewed and recommended RDC endorsement 
of the proposed inclusion of the VIP in the ENIPAS;  
 
NOW, THEREFORE, ON A MOTION DULY SECONDED, be it  
 
RESOLVED, AS IT IS HEREBY RESOLVED, That the Counci l favorably endorses 
the inclusion of the Verde Is land Passage (VIP) as part o f the Expanded National 
In tegrated Protected Areas System (ENIPAS) ; 
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That infrastructure faci l it ies such as those major  
programs and projects identi f ied in the Public Investment Program, Regional 
Development Plan, Regional Development Investment Program, and Luzon 
Spatia l Development Framework be a l lowed under specia l uses  category;  
 
RESOLVED FURTHER,  That agricu lture, tourism, and other l ivelihood act iv it ies 
be al lowed in the sett lement,  trad it ional,  and agricu ltura l areas;  
 
RESOLVED FURTHER, That the RDC MIMAROPA be included in  the 
consultat ion process to  be undertaken relat ive to  the inclusion of the VIP in  the 
ENIPAS;  
 
RESOLVED FINALLY, That copies of th is resolut ion be furn ished to a ll  
concerned. 
 
UNANIMOUSLY APPROVED.  
 
Done this 1 st  day of September in  the year of our  Lord, two thousand and twenty-
three in  Pasay City.  
 
 
Certif ied Correct:   Attested:  
 
 
_______________________  ____________________ 
BERNARDINO A. ATIENZA, JR.   AGUSTIN C. MENDOZA 
Acting RDC Secretary  Vice Chairperson 
        Regional Director, NEDA MIMAROPA 

 
Approved: 
 
 
__________________ 
GOV. JOSE R. RIANO 
Chairperson 
Governor, Province of  Romblon 


