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July 29, 2022

MEMORANDUM

FOR : The Regional Executive Director
DENR MIMAROPA Region
1515 L&S Bldg., Roxas Blvd.
Ermita, Manila

The Regional Director

MGB -MIMAROPA Region
1515 L&S Bldg., Roxas Blvd.
Ermita, Manila

FROM ! Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Officer

SUBJECT : REPORT ON THE ILLEGAL EXTRACTION OF SAND AND
GRAVEL MATERIALS AGAINST “ YURICH BUILDERS AND
CONSTRUCTION” IN THE MUNICIPALITY OF ROXAS,
PALAWAN
Forwarded is the Memorandum dated 27 July 2022 of CENRO Roxas transmitting the
appended Memorandum report of their MGB embedded personnel dated 14 July 2022 related
to the above subject.

For your information and further instruction/s.

For the PENRO:

’ Y P. LILANG
hief TSD/Supervising ECOMS

In-Charge Office of the PENRO

RGT/EMU Doc. No. 6795



mailto:penropalawan@denr.qov.pl

fot i : Republic of the Philippines
§ Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Region IV- MIMAROPA
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

Barangay III (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph

July 22, 2022

MEMORANDUM
FOR : The Regional Director
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
MIMAROPA Region
THRU g The PENRO
Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City
FROM ; The CENRO
Roxas Palawan
SUBJECT : REPORT ON THE COMPLAINT OF MR. ROBERTO

PAREDES ON THE ALLEGED NON-REHABILITATION OF
SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION THRU MR. RAMON ANG
INVOLVING THE MINING OF SILICA IN BRGY. 3,
POBLACION, ROXAS, PALAWAN FROM THE RESIDENTS
WITHIN LOT NO. 907 PLS 232

Respectfully forwarding the memorandum report of our MGB Embedded
Personnel dated 18 July 2022 regarding the above-cited subject. This has reference to the
letter complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes addressed to the President of the Philippines dated
06 June 2022 regarding the above-mentioned subject.

For your action and further instruction.
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July 18, 2022

MEMORANDUM

FOR : The CENR Officer
Community Environment and Natural Resources Office
Roxas, Palawan

FROM ; The Undersigned

SUBJECT : REPORT ON THE COMPLAINT OF MR. ROBERTO
PAREDES ON THE ALLEGED NON-REHABILITATION OF
SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION THRU MR. RAMON ANG
INVOLVING THE MINING OF SILICA IN BRGY. 3,
POBLACION, ROXAS, PALAWAN FROM THE RESIDENTS
WITHIN LOT NO. 907 PLS 232

This has reference to the letter complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes addressed to the
President of the Philippines dated 06 June 2022 regarding the above-mentioned subject.

In response to the complaint, a preliminary field investigation was conducted on
composed of the following personnel:
1. Dominik L. Echano (SRS II - MGB Embedded Personnel)
2. Felipe Evio (Team Leader — Field Monitoring Coordinator)
3. Boboy Savilla Vicera (Field Monitoring Coordinator)

Background Information

On 29 June 2022, this Office received a memorandum dated 28 June 2022 from the
Regional Director of Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) MIMAROPA Region
pertaining to the complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes against San Miguel Corporation thru
Mr. Ramon Ang on the alleged non-rehabilitation of the mining of Silica in Brgy. 3
Poblacion, Roxas, Palawan.
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Purpose and Scope

The fieldwork aims to validate the veracity of the complaint and the legality of the

alleged non-rehabilitation of the mining operation. The undertaking includes ocular
inspection of the subject areas and a dialogue or interview with the concerned individuals.
The ocular inspection is supported by geotagged photos.

Findings and Observation

|

On 5 July 2022, the undersigned conducted field investigation on the complaint of
Mr. Robert Paredes.

Mr. Paredes complained about the alleged non-rehabilitation of San Miguel Corp
in Barangay III particularly in LOT No. 907 PLS 232. He claims that the area in
question is low lying due to the previous mining activity which contributed to it
being a highly flood prone area.

The undersigned, noted that LOT No. 907 is a semi-densely populated area. A
number of mangroves was also observed within the wetland in Lot 907. Numerous
one-story permanent settlements and several elevated nipa huts are located adjacent
to the wetland.

Mr. Paredes seeks for the rehabilitation of the area in the form of backfilling.

The undersigned had previously conducted an investigation titled ‘Report on the
Illegal Extraction of Silica Sand in Brgy I1I, Municipality of Roxas, Palawan’,
dated 19 April 2022 in response to complaints of illegal activity within the area.
The investigation finds Mr. Francisco Refil in violation of Sec 103 of RA 7942,
“Theft of Minerals.”

The undersigned gave notice to the barangay officials on the issued CDO and to
Mr. Refil himself to cease extracting silica sands within his backyard which are
then utilized for a small scale holllowblocks production. The undersigned advised
Mr. Refil to refrain using the silica resources within his backyard and opt to acquire
SAG materials from an authorized retailer or permittee.

In reference to the Municipal Resolution No 187-A, s-1999, held on 15 October
1999, it is stated that (1) Nin-Bay Mining Company, (2) Republic Glass
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Corporation, (3) Vulcan Mining Company, and (4) Orashoot Mining Company
conducted mining operations in the Municipality of Roxas, Palawan (Annex 1). San
Miguel Corporation was not mentioned in the passage, nor was it stated if any of
the previously mentioned company was a subsidiary company of SMC.

8. In the attached Order document in the Annex (2), it is stated that the area (Lot No
405) wherein DENR CENRO-Roxas currently located was directed to be taken as
possession as Nin Bay Mining Corporation failed to execute the conceptualized
Aqua Culture Project which it intended to implement thru Del Pilar Multi-purposed
Corporation.

9. A certification is then issued by this office, certifying that LOT 907 of Pls 232 in
Barangay III, Roxas, Palawan is within Agricultural (alienable or disposable) land.
(Annex 3)

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

1. In refence to the previous record of illegal extraction activity in Barangay III. The
LGU is advised to police these activities to minimize its negative impact to the
environment.

2. Citing Administrative Order No. 8, the entire Province of Palawan and certain
parcels of the public domain is declared as Mangrove Swamp Forest Reserves.
Upon Field investigation, it is established that certain parts of LOT 907 (Photo 1)
is located within a mangrove or swampland area wherein a buffer zone of 50 meters
is not maintained, pursuant to AO No. 76 (Establishment of Buffer Zones in Coastal
and Estuarine Mangrove Areas)

Mangrove or swamplands classified and zonified as Alienable or Disposable are
covered by Administrative Order No. 8

3. Rehabilitation in the form of backfilling within LOT 907 PLS 232 covered by the

buffer zone is not recommended in accordance to Proclamation No. 2152,
governing the prohibition from further exploitation and/or destruction of the
remaining mangrove resources of the Philippines, specifically the entire province
of Palawan.
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4. Tt is recommended for the delineation whether Lot 907 Pls 232 is located within
any expired mining lease tenement. It is also advised to establish whether San
Miguel Corp. operated under a subsidiary company.

5. The residents within the buffer-zone was found to be in violation of Section 51 of
Presidential Decree No. 1067, otherwise known as the Water Code of the
Philippines, which provides:

Article 51. The banks of rivers and streams and the shores of the seas and lakes
throughout their entire length and within a zone of (3) meters in urban areas, twenty
(20) meters in agricultural areas and forty (40) meters in forest areas, along their
margins, are subject to easement of public use in the interest of recreation, navigation,
floatage, fishing and salvage. No person shall be allowed to stay in this zone longer
than what is necessary for recreation, navigation, floatage, fishing or salvage to build
structures of any kind.

For the CENRO’S consideration and further instruction

DO@( L. ECHANO

Science Research Specialist 11
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PHOTO DOCUMENTATION

Photo 1b.
Residential area within the Lot 907. The mangrove within the swampland is shown in this
photos. A buffer zone is not maintained.
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Photo 4a.
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Establishments adjacent to the swampland.
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WHIR 43, there ave thoes parcels of lands which were wmined by
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Company and Orsshoot ilining Company which created chaos and unstable
plans of the Municipal Governmeant of Roxas, Palawan, and which parcels
of landa are particularly known as Lot Numbers, 307, 307 and 309, 111
under Pla=222 ‘and others like Lot Noss 179, and 163 aleo 1n the ‘oblacien
of Rowxam, Paldwang 5 F
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