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AUG 10 2022

MEMORANDUM

FOR - The Regional Executive Director
DENR - MIMAROPA
1515 Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila

FROM : The Director
Legal Affairs Service
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SUBJECT : AFFIDAVIT-COMPLAINT DATED 26 JANUARY 2021 OF

ALMA COSTALES, ET AL.

AGAINST CENR OFFICER

CAESAR E. QUEBEC OF DENR-MIMAROPA REGION
COURSED THRU THE OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN
WITH REFERENCE CODE NO. IC-OL-21-0079

We refer the above subject for investigation and verification of the allegations
stated therein particularly that CENR Officer Caesar E. Quebec refused to process
the free patent application of Alma Costales, et al. despite the Certification issued on

27 August 2019 that the land is an agricultural land.

Kindly inform Ms. Alma Costales of your latest action taken on the matter,

copy furnished this Office.

For information and compliance.

Copy furnished:

Assistant Ombudsman Pilarita T. Lapitan
Office of the Ombudsman

Office of the Deputy Ombudsman for Luzaon
Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 1104

Alma C. Costales
EEA-Crossing, Mulawin., Santa Cruz
5105 Occidental Mindoro

NORLIYO A. ENERAN,

o GBSO I


mailto:web@denr.gov.ph
http://www.denr.gov.ph
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) Republic of the Philippines
Nkl OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN

Office of the Deputy Ombudsman for Luzon
Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 1104

15T INDORSEMENT
IC-OL-21-0079
NOV 11 2021

Respectfully referred to HON. ROY A. CIMATU, Secretary, Department of
Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Visayas Avenue, Diliman, 1100 Quezon City, the
attached Complaint Affidavit of Alma C. Costales, Bobby Costales, Apolo C. Diolata, Roderick
C. Magalong, Gavino G. Gregogio, Jonalyn F. Tapales, Randy Z. Diolata, Joy C. Diolata,
Rodolfo Magalong Sr., Rocky G. Valdez, Rodolfo C. Magalong, Vivian A. Esquillo, Anastacio
T. Caluya, Sr., Imelda C. Tomas, Jowel C. Cuzon, Johnson A. Binihagan, Laudelino D. Tapales,
Julie B. Binihagan, Sr., Reychard V. Tanglao, Danilo Q. Insigne, Dennis D. Paguagan, Disdado
B. Alejo, Jr., Diogenes E. Diolata, Regalado B. Alejo, Lilibeth D. Partida, Joshua A. Alonsabe,
Julius G. Tomas, Julius G. Tomas, Jr., Leonila Omalay, Eduardo Partida, Maryjane Morena,
Kristine Samorin, Edna Belarmente, Maila Viray, Herminia Mendez, Melvin D. Aquino, Joffrey
D. Aquino, Benjamin D. Aquino, Jr., Allen T. Sauza, Imee Mariel C. Tomas, Mergie D. Guro,
Joseph V. De Guzman, Joselito C. Omalay, Rizza B. Tapales, and Restie B. Umipig against
Caesar E. Quebec, Community Environment and Natural Resources Officer of the Department
of Environment and Natural Resources-MIMAROPA Region.! Your advice to this Office on the
action taken by the DENR, referencing to IC-OL-21-0079 will be highly appreciated.

Very truly yours,

By authority of the Ombudsman:

.
—

woins |
LARITA T. LAPITAN
ssistant Ombudsman - Proper
MCPGY™ ﬁ/
Encl. . as stated
Cc . Alma C. Costales

EEA-Crossing, Mulawin., Santa Cruz
5105 Occidental Mindoro

! The referral is pursuant to Section 23 of Republic Act No. 6770 (The Ombudsman Act) and Administrative Order
07 (Rules and Procedure of the Office of the Ombudsman).
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Email Address: ‘
TOFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN

Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 1104

ALMA COSTALES, BOBBY
COSTALES, RODERICK CUZON
MAGALONG, JONALYN F. TOPALES,
JOY DIOLATA, ROCKY G. VALDEZ,
VIVIAN A. ESQUILLO, IMELDA C.
TOMAS, JOHNSON A. BINIHAGAN,
JULIE B. BINIHAGAN Sr., DANILO Q,
INSIGNE, DIOSDADO B. ALEJO, Jr.,
REGALADO B. ALEJO, DENNIS D.
PAGUAGAN, DIOGENES E. DIOLATA
Sr., JOSHUA A. ALONSABE, APOLO
C. DIOLATA, GAVINO G. GREGORIO,
RANDY Z. DIOLATA, RODOLFO
MAGALONG Sr., RODOLFO C.
MAGALONG Jr., ANASTACIO T.
CALUYA Sr.,, JOEL C. CUZON,
LAUDELINO D. TAPALES,
REYCHARD V. TANGLAO, EDUARDO
M. PARTIDA, LILIBETH D. PARTIDA,
JULIUS G. TOMAS, and IMELDA C.

TOMAS (MAGSASAKA NG BARANGAY

MULAWIN), all are herein
represented by ALMA COSTALES,

Complainants,
versus
CAESAR E. QUEBEC,
Respondent,
D X
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JOMBUDSMAN FOR LUZON

CREMEB-RECORDE DIVIBION

ADMIN CASE No.
For: Conduct Unbecoming of
a Public Officer

AFFIDAVIT-COMPLAINT

I, ALMA C. COSTALES, of legal age, married, Filipino, and a resident of
EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz, Occidental Mindoro and
unto this Honorable Office, respectfully states, THAT:

1.

I and the other complainants would like to file an administrative case
for Conduct Unbecoming of a Public Officer or any appropriate
administrative or criminal case as maV be warranted under the
premises against CAESAR E. QUEBEC, CENRO Officer, COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENT KND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE (CENRO)
MIMAROPA REGION, National Road, Sto. Nino, Sablayan, Occidental
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Mindoro, where he can be served with subpoena and other notices
of the Honorable Office. I represent all the other complainants who
are resident farmers of EEA Crossing, Brgy. Mulawin, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro where they can be served with notices of the
Honorable Office. My authority is evidenced by a Special Power of

o . B
Attorney, copy of which is hereto attached as Annex “A”,

The Complainants are farmers residing in Brgy. Mulawin, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro, they are actually tilling a public land with an
area of 158,329 square meters which is Lot 1303 of Psu — 140805
based on Public Land Subdivision with Pls-22. The above-named
farmers have decided to take legal steps for the titling of Lot 1303 so
that the same be registered in their names. A copy of the approved
plan as well as Lot Description are hereto attached as Annexes “B”
and “B-1”. The said Lot was declared as public land as per
Certification dated September 10, 2019, copy of which is hereto
attached as Annex “C”. The said Certification is based on the Order
of the Municipal Trial Court of Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, copy
of which is hereto attached as Annex “D”, wherein transferees can

now process the titling of the same in their names;

The complainants had been in possession of the subject lot since
time immemorial. In fact, they established their residence over the
said property for a long time already. Being the actual occupants,
herein complainants can now apply for the titling over the portion of
the subject property that they actually occupied. This is the reason
why the complainants previously requested the CENRO for the
survey of the property as evidenced by a Request for Survey
Authority, copy of which is hereto attached as Annex “E”. Request
is likewise made for the issuance of a Certification whether the
subject lot is alienable and disposable, copy of such request is hereto
attached as Annex “F”;

The complainants made a request again on August 2019 whether the
subject land is alienable and disposable, copy of handwritten request
is hereto attached as Annex “G”. Thereafter, a Certification was
issued dated August 27, 2019 that the subject land is alienable and
disposable, copy of the Certification is hereto attached as Annex
“H”;

Despite the application for free patent has not yet started by the
CENRO headed by the respondent, the latter made a letter to the
Municipal Assessor of Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro requesting the
Tax Declaration in the name of Isabel Abeleda be transferred to the
actual occupants because according to him, that is the only way that
the requested authority to survey be given due course, copy of the
said request letter is hereto attached as Annex “I”. Thereafter, the
assessor made a written note on the said request letter stating that
the matter should be referred to DENR for free patent application,
the same is hereby bracketed and marked as Annex “J”;
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6. Despite the subject land being classified as alienable and disposable,
the respondent refused to process the application for free patent o
the complainants to their great damage and prejudice;

7. Time and again, we hear public servants act in defiance of the
Constitutional 7\1"‘!1"\(‘11’\]‘3 that “Public office is 2 nuhlic trust All
ST LLT LA VAL A LLAL l.IJ.J. AN NFLLA N ‘tu -u t/\,:.ul-&\/ Li LAl ‘-L.t-l.
government ofticials and employees must at all times be accountable
to the people, serve them with utmost responsibility, integrity, loyalty

and efficiency act with patriotism and justice, and lead modest lives.”

8. From the foregoing, it is very clear that the respondent is

Al + + 1 it £. A + TTeh nf 14 NYFFs
auxuu;LSLraL].V 1y il iable for Conduct unue\,uulx.us Ol a Pub;lc Officer

and the appropriate criminal case, as may be warranted under the
premises, be filed before the court of competent jurisdiction.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF I have hereunto affixed my signature this
JAN-2 B Ay in San Jose City, Nueva Ecija.

ALMA C. COSTALES
Complainant/Attorney-in-fact of other complainants
ID NO. &€ - 19 -003¢:8/

SUBSCRIBMAS.\Tﬁ SZ&BRN to before me in the City of San Jose, Province of Nueva
Ecija, this _ , by affiant, who has satisfactorily proven her
identity to me through valid proof of identification appearing below her name and who
signed the document in my presence and avowed under the penalty of law to the whole
truth of the contents of the foregoing verification and certification.

ATTY. FELICIS!ITI (S VILLAFLOR

425] NOTARY PUBLIC

DOC. N0 A valid until June 30, 2024, per SC En Banc

PAGE NO. Resolution dated December 1, 2020 on B.M. Neo. 3798
(Requested for Externsion of Existing Notariai Commissions)

o 2024 Atterney.s Polt No. 2756

SR PTR. N¢. 68586, 01-04-21

IBP Ne. 135285/12-21-2020
No: 0Z88335-8C-EP/12-15-2020
MELE COMPLIANGE NO. Vi-0008551
NOTARIAL OUMIMISSION NO. 13-19
CABANAT UAN Ui Y, NUEVA ECUJA



REPUBLIC OF THE PHILIPPINES)
CABAN- " uANCITY }Sc.

VERIFICATION WITH CERTIFICATION OF NON-FORUM SHOPPING

I, I, ALMA C. COSTALES, of legal age, married, Filipino, and a
resident of EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz, Occidental
Mindoro after having been duly sworn to in accordance with law, hereby depose and
state:

1. That I am one of the complainant in the instant case and I have caused the
preparation and filing of the foregoing Complaint;

2. That I have read and understood the contents thereof;

3. That the allegations therein are true and correct of my own personal knowledge and
based on authentic records;

4. That the pleading is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly
increase the cost of litication

.
U Wis 2aaga Gl uingddsy

9]

. That the factual allegations therein have evidentiary support or, if specifically so
identified, will likewise have evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for
discovery;

6. That I have not heretofore commenced any other action or proceeding or filed any
claim involving the same issues or matter in any court, tribunal, or quasi-judicial
agency, and to the best of our knowledge, no such action or proceeding is pending
therein;

7. That if I should thereafter learn that the same or similar action or proceeding has

been filed or is pending before the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or different

divisions thereof, or any other court, tribunal, or quasi-judicial agency, I hereby
undertake to report such fact within five (5) calendar days from notice to this

22 CLAY 1GR3 AJIL oAl Al iy Wrail LALAE

" IN WITNESS WHEREOF, I have hereunto affixed my signature this

MM 26 2921 in GABANAHIANC”[ ;

(Qeanthlis

ALMA C. COSTALES
Complainant/Attorney-in-fact of other complainants
ID NO. Co5-/9-00 369/

§R’P§C§I? AND SWORN to before me in the CBBANATUAN CITY ;
this. L __, by affiant who has satisfactorily proven her identity to me
through valid proof of identification appearing below her name and who signed the
document in my presence and avowed under the penalty of law to the whole truth of the
contents of the foregoing instrument.

% ATTY. FELICISIM . VILLAFLOR
poc. np. 2 NOTARY PUBLIC e

%( é : valid until June 30, 2021, per sC e h
ggglfm? i Resolu:)f dated December 1, _204‘3 on _8.\!\/(5;.01:{‘(.&];3;;‘9;5\
. ‘ested fot Extension of Existing Notaria ]
s (Bequest pctorney's Roil No. 27589
PTR. No. 66568E3/01-04-21
iBP No. 136265,/12-2:1—%()2Q
No. 0286335-SC—EP/12-15—20_\%0
MCLE COMPLIANGE NO. V‘:OOQ?:)51
NOTARIAL OOMMIE’:SWI\_I NO. _ia~19
CABANATUAN CITY, RUEVA ECGIA
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ANNEX

SPECIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

WE, BOBBY COSTALES, EDNA BELARMENTE, IMELDA C.
TOMAS, JULIUS G. TOMAS SR. , JULIUS C. TOMAS JR. ,
EDUARDO M. PARTIDA, LILIBETH M. PARTIDA, RODOLFO F.
MAGALONG SR. , RODOLFO C. MAGALONG, DENNIS D.
PAGUAGAN, APOLO C. DIOLATA, REYCHARD V. TANGLAO ,
DANILO Q. INSIGNE, VIVIAN A. ESQUILLO, APRIL M. SENO,
MELVIN D. AQUINO SR. , BENJAMIN D. AQUINO JR. , RIZZA M.
TAPALES, JOWEL C. CUZON, DIOGENES DIOLATA JR. ,
JOSELITO C. OMALAY, ANASTACIO T. CALUYA SR. , JULIE B.
BINIHAGAN, LAUDELINO D. TAPALES, REGALADO ALEJO,
ROCKY G. VALDEZ, JOSEPH V. DE GUZMAN, GAVINO G.
GREGORIO, RODERICK C. MAGALONG, JOSHUA ALONSABE,
RESTIE B. UMIPIG, and JOFFREY D. AQUINO, all of legal age ,
Filipinos, and residents of EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa
Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, do hereby name, constitute and appoint
ALMA COSTALES, also of legal age, married, Filipino citizen, and
also a resident of EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro, to be our true and lawful attorney-in-fact, to do
and perform the following acts to wit:

1. To represent us in filing a case (criminal or administrative)
against CEASAR E. QUEBEC, CENRO officer at Santa Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro, and any of his cohorts, before the Office of
the Ombudsman or any other court, office, or tribunal;

2. To follow-up the said complaint and receive any results or
decisions rendered by the Office of the Ombudsman or any
other court, office, or tribunal pertaining to my above-
mentioned complaint;

3. To determine the necessity or desirability of amendments to the
pleadings, possibility of obtaining stipulation or admissions of
facts and documents to avoid unnecessary proof; limitation of
the number of witnesses advisability or necessity of suspending
the proceedings; and such other matters as may aid in the
prompt disposition of the action; to enter into a compromise
agreement and perform such other acts necessary and proper
for the expeditious settlement of the case;

4. To testify for us and in our behalf in the said proceedings;
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<BOBBY COS APOLO C. DI
4
Principal Principal

5. To file any pleading, appeal, petition for review, and/or
certiorari and sign the verification and certification of non-
forum shopping;

6. To sign, execute and indorse such papers and instruments or
documents as are necessary and requisite for the
accomplishment of the authorities herein conferred upon my
attorney-in-fact.

HEREBY GIVING AND GRANTING unto our said attorney-in-fact
full power and authority to do and perfrom such other acts which
are necessary to carry out the duties and authorities hereunto
granted to her, owning the same as our true act and deed which
we could lawfully do if we personally present thereat.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto affixed our signatures
this day of November, 2020 in

7 ﬂ/g / -
Ronétué: %MAGALONG GAVINO G¢ GREGORIO

Principal Principal

“Zi:i"‘* Rmm Y DAty
J F. TAPALES DY Z. DIOLATA
Principal Principal
JO: EIOLATA RO£OLFO G@G SR.
Principal Principal

T‘?/
ROCKY G. VALDEZ RODOLFO C. MAGALONG
Principal Principal
VIVIAN A. ESQUILLO ANASTACIO T. CALUYA SR.
Principal Principal
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IMELDA C. TOMAS

Principal

. / g
4/

JOHNSON A. BINTHAGAN
Princif)al

JULI@% BINIHAGAN SR.
Principal

DAN II?% Q. INSIGNE

Principal

o

Principal

R

REGALADO B. ALEJO
Principal

7/~

O B. ALEJO JR.

A

JOS\&UA A. ALONSABE
Principal
JULIUS C. TOMAS JR.
Principal

E; ARDO PARTIDA

Principal

Mmer -{ (N
KRISTINE SAMORIN

Principal

7/
MAO;RAY

JOWEL C. CUZON

Principal

e AL g~

LAUDELINO D. TAPALES
Principal

REYCH?]?;.\TAN GLAO

Principal

DENN@% PAGUAGAN

Principal

DIOGENES E. DIOLATA
Principal

LIL H D. PARTIDA
Principal

JULﬁ%S G. TOMAS

Principal

v, 26
LEONILA OMALAY
Principal

MY W v
MARYJANE MORENA

Principal

A BELARMENTE

Principal

Hﬁ.éé@l\?lﬁIZZMENDEZ
| 0



ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Republic of the Philippines }
814 . C#MZ, ec %W‘OLWDSC

BEFORE E, a Notary Public for and in the

OGQ'MA%WW o this  (l2we 16, 2062 ]
personally appeared: ’ v

ImELDE C.TOMAS - SE5 Um)D 1D RN — 0113’0223°g£“;0(ro$_v N

ALmA COSTALES - . Drippls Lics,.se - E¥: Dec 06, T

! - 2003
é Julins Tomos, Sp— Duss Licarse — g 205 W%j

/51/@(1/%\ lpika de - K leenee - @7 March 24 - M2W%m

known to me to be the same person who executed the foregoing
instrument which is a Special Power of Attorney consisting of 5
pages including this pages where the acknowledged to me that the
same as their own free act and voluntary deed.

WITNESS MY HAND AND NOTARIAL SEAL.

Doc. No. ___; M

Ly g

Ul ATTY. ANTONIO T. MANZANO
Page No. ___; Yy NOTARY PUBLIC
e . UNTIL DEC. 31, 20_%)
OoK NO. 5l PTR NO. 8432391
Series of 2020~ 4,y ROLL NO. 27215

TIN NO. 116-095-495

s




;ELVIN D. AQUINO

Principal

¢
BENJAK{%/? AQUINO JR.

Principal

y )
IME EL C. TOMAS

Principal

MERG&%WD. GURO
Principal
T
JOSELITO C. OMALAY
Principal
A

RESTIE B. UMIPIG
Principal

Conforme:

A esathlus

ALMA COSTALES
Attorney-in-fact

JOFFREY D| AQUINO
Principal

4, &BIGH
ALLEN T. SAUZA

Princi

IOLATA
Principal

JOSEPH V. DE GUZMAN

Principal

RIZMAPALES

Principal

Signed in the presence of:

/ U
NESTRR  FLORA

Divels Licerns 15Sne) o

N EXP- 2008
%JW/ 7(/3

/ /w’ﬁﬂ%ﬁ 2ieL Tou As

BIR T~

/SSWde = 57?:. Ckuz
Oce, J7mndns

0384




20-619090+

A

A

T
R am———
—_——
e
e
e ——

§

LdeG
SN
doy

ey § 5

308

9y v 4O
4 9430 211aT

i

Lo

ssonosey [N PUE BRI

Il




ANNEX " C ™

Republic of the Philippines
MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT
Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro

THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS,
Petitioner, CADASTRAL CASE NO. N-6
LRC RECORD NO. N-240

- Versus —
DAMASO ABELEDA, ET AL, LOT NO. 1303, Pls-22
Claimants. Sta. Cruz, Occ. Mindoro
X X
CERTIFICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that according to the records of this Court, it
appears that Lot No. 1303, Pls-22, Sta. Cruz Public Land Subdivision,
with an area of One Hundred Fifty Eight Thousand Three Hundred
Twenty Nine (158329) square meters and with claimant Isabel Abeleda,

was declared Public Land per Order dated July 23, 2019 by the then
Presiding Judge Julieto F. Fabrero.

This certification is issued upon the request of Ms. Vivian A.
Esquillo, for whatever legal purpose it may serve.

Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, September 10, 2019.

Fees Paid under O.R. Nos. 0369287 & 0369319
Issued at MTC, Sta Cruz, Occ. Mindoro
Issued on September 10, 2019




Republic of the Philippines
MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT
STA. CRUZ, OCCIDENTAL MINDORO

THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS,
Petitioner,

CADASTRAL CASE NO. N-6
-versus- LRC RECORD NO. N-240

LOT NO. 1303, PLS-22
DAMASO ABELEDA, ET AL.,
Claimants
X==mmm X

ORDER

Posed for resolution of this Court is the letter-request for a
Certification and/or Clarification submitted by AMADOR C. ISIDRO
Jr., seeking a categorical declaration as to the status of a particular
Lot 1303 A, ( a portion of Lot 1303) of the Public Land Survey (PLS)
Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro

As a backgrounder, the Director of Lands for and in behalf of
the Republic of the Philippines as petitioner in this case filed the
instant case sometime in 1958 for registration under cadastral
proceedings. Petitioner contended that in the absence of valid claim
from interested parties, all lands of the public domain are considered
as public lands.

Lot 1303, Pls-22 of Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro is part of the
said Public Land Survey conducted for Sta. Cruz, Occidental
Mindoro. Our records would show that said Lot 1303 consisting of
15,8329 hectares in area with listed claimant, Isabel Abeleda, was
one of those cases under this Court's Cadastral proceedings and was
thereafter forwarded to the CFI (now RTC). The Regional Trial Court,
Branch 44, Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro, has thereafter certified
that there is no pending proceedings before said office, thus, it is
presumed that the claimant/s listed therein did not proceed with her
claims before the RTC.

Before this Court, there has been no proceedings on this case
(Lot 1303) since April 19. 1989, prompting this Court to issue an
Order dated 10 November 2010 whereby all claimants should

happened.
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Considering the length of time, while it appears that there is a
listed claimant in the said subject Lot 1303, particularly the Heirs of
Isabel Abeleda’, there being no proceedings before this Court for
any cadastral titling of subject land, the Doctrine of Laches would set

n.

!

§ ‘It is based upon a maxim that equity aids the
vigilant and not those who slumber on their rights. It is
| defined as neglect to assert a right or claim which taken
together with lapse of time and other circumstances
causing prejudice to the adverse party, operates as a bar
| in court of equity. The neglect for an unreasonable and
unexplained length of time under circumstances
permitting diligence, to do, what in law, should have been

done.

Neglect or omission to assert right, as taken in

| conjunction with lapse of time and other circumstances,
causes prejudice to adverse party; neglect or omission to
do what one should do as warrants presumption that one
has abandoned right or claim” (Black’s Law Dictionary,
page 875, Sixth Edition)

Hence, this Court is constrained to SUSTAIN the contention of
herein petitioner.

Lot No. 1303, Pls-22 of the Public Land Subdivision, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro is hereby declared a PUBLIC LAND. As such,
there is no hindrance therefore, for the heirs of ISABEL ABELEDA,
and/or subsequent transferees of Lot 1303 or more particularly, a
portion thereof such as Lot 1303-A, now being claimed by Amador
Isidro, Jr., to cause the survey thereof by a duly licensed surveyor
and thereafter, seek titling thereof, outside of this Cadastral Court.

Let a copy of this Order be furnished to all concerned parties.

SO ORDERED.

Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, 23 July, 2019.

' Page 96, Records book of this Court

Page 2 of 2



SUBJECT: Mamburao, Occ. Mindoro
Request for Survey Authority Date:April 6, 2019

m*@m

- S RECEIVED %4_".

+ RELEASED
BY:Alma C. Costales g, -MAY 06 519@
Sta. Cruz, Occ. Mindoro % DAT
p",/] AW
. ”ffif}f\' S
The Community Environment and
Natural Resources Officer \
Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro
<
Bir: \
I have the honor to request for authority to cause the
survey of Lot 1302 & 1303 , Pls- 22
by ABRAHAM MAPINDAN

(Address) (Geodetic Engineer)

of Mindoro in favor

of:

LC i
ALMA C. COSTALES

Requestee

? The land subject hereof shall be applied under any appropriate public land application

Anticipating your proper and favorable action hereon, | am.

Very truly yours,
(AL

ALMA C. COSTALES
‘ § Requestee
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April 6, 2019

ANNE X ™ F -
The CENR OFFICER
Sablayan, Occ. Mindoro

Sir:

This is to request from your good office a certification as to whether or
not the parcel of land cavering Lot 1302 & 1303, Pls-22 Public Land Subdivision

located in Barangay Mulawin, Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro is within the
Alienable and Disposable lands.

Hoping for your kind consideration on this matter.

Very tru!y yours

ALMAC COSTALES
Applicant
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(NNEX"H =
~ Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
MIMAROPA Region
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

DENR-IVB, Lands (Lot Verification)
Brgy. Mulawin, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro

August 27, 2019
CERTIFICATTION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the tract of land under Lot 1303, Pls-22 located at Brgy.
Mulawin, Sta. Cruz, Occ. Mindore containing an approximate area of 158,329 square meters
as shown and described in the sketch plan at the reverse side hereof are verified to be within the
alienable and disposable land as per Project No. 15, L.C. Map No. 652, certified as such on May
6, 1927. The land therefore, is within the administrative jurisdiction and control of the DENR for
disposition under public land act.

This certification is issued upon the request of Ms. Alma Costales for whatever legal
purpose it may serve. The required certification fee in the amount of Fifty Pesos Only (P50.00)
has been paid under O.R. No. dated

Checked by: Attested by:

1sAS¥4 Mo
Forester 11I/Chief, CDS

So. Balud, Sto. Niio, Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro
Email Add: denrcsby02(@gmail.com
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éa Republic of the Philippines ANNEX S

Department of Environment and Natural Resources

MIMAROPA Region

ey COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

September 20, 2019

Mr. REDENTOR PAGUAGAN
Municipal Assessor
Santa Cruz, Occidental Mindoro

Sir:

This is in connection with the Tax Declaration issued by that office in the name of Isabel
Abeleda over lot 1303, Pls-14 situated at Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz, Occidental Mindoro.

We would like to inform you that the subject lot is now the subject of the claim of the
actual occupants of the subject lot and requested this office for an authority to survey so that it
can titled in their name.

In this regard, we would like to request that the Tax Declaration issued in the name of
Isabel Abeleda be transferred to the actual occupants so that the requested authority will be given
due course.

Thank you and regards.
Very truly yours,

CAE ; BEC
ENR Officer

(70’(" National Road, Sto. Nifio, Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro 5104
Email Add: denrcsby02@gmail.com
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REPUBLIC OF THE PHILPPINES | |

OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN
Agham Road, Diliman, Quezon City 1104

ALMA COSTALES, BOBBY
COSTALES, RODERICK CUZON
MAGALONG, JONALYN F. TOPALES,
JOY DIOLATA, ROCKY G. VALDEZ, OMBUDSMAN FOR LUZON
VIVIAN A. ESQUILLO, IMELDA C. CREMEB-RECORDS DIVISION
TOMAS, JOHNSON A, BINIHAGAN,
JULIE B. BINIHAGAN Sr., DANILO Q,
INSIGNE, DIOSDADO B. ALEJO, Jr.,
REGALADO B. ALEJO, DENNIS D.
PAGUAGAN, DIOGENES E. DIOLATA
Sr., JOSHUA A. ALONSABE, APOLO
C. DIOLATA, GAVINO G. GREGORIO,
RANDY Z. DIOLATA, RODOLFO
MAGALONG Sr., RODOLFO C.
MAGALONG Jr., ANASTACIO T.
CALUYA Sr.,, JOEL C. CUZON,
LAUDELINO D. TAPALES,
REYCHARD V. TANGLAO, EDUARDO
M. PARTIDA, LILIBETH D. PARTIDA,
JULIUS G. TOMAS, and IMELDA C.
TOMAS (MAGSASAKA NG BARANGAY
MULAWIN), all are herein
represented by ALMA COSTALES,
Complainants, ADMIN CASE No.
For: Conduct Unbecoming of
a Public Officer

VETrsus

CAESAR E. QUEBEC,
Respondent,

AFFIDAVIT-COMPLAINT

I, ALMA C. COSTALES, of legal age, married, Filipino, and a resident of
EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz, Occidental Mindoro and
unto this Honorable Office, respectfully states, THAT:

k. I and the other complainants would like to file an administrative case
for Conduct Unbecoming of a Public Officer or any appropriate
administrative or criminal case as may be warranted under the
premises against CAESAR E. QUEBEC, CENRO Officer, COMMUNITY
ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE (CENRO)
MIMAROPA REGION, National Road, Sto. Nino, Sablayan, Occidental
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Mindoro, where he can be served with subpoena and other notices
of the Honorable Office. 1 represent all the other complainants wh
are resident farmers of EEA Crossing, Brgy. Mulawin, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro where they can be served with notices of the
Honorable Office. My authority is evidenced by a Special Power of
Attorney, copy of which is hereto attached as Annex “A”.

o The Complainants are farmers residing in Brgy. Mulawin, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro, they are actually tilling a public land with an
area of 158,329 square meters which is Lot 1303 of Psu - 140805
based on Public Land Subdivision with Pis-22. The above-named
farmers have decided to take legal steps for the titling of Lot 1303 so
that the same be registered in their names. A copy of the approved
plan as well as Lot Description are hereto attached as Annexes “B”
and “B-1”. The said Lot was declared as public land as per
Certification dated September 10, 2019, copy of which is hereto
attached as Annex “C”. The said Certification is based on the Order
of the Municipal Trial Court of Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, copy
of which is hereto attached as Annex “D”, wherein transferees can

now process the titling of the same in their names;

s The complainants had been in possession of the subject lot since
time immemorial. In fact, they established their residence over the
said property for a long time already. Being the actual occupants,
herein complainants can nowW apply for the titling over the portion of
the subject property that they actually occupied. This is the reason
why the complainants previously requested the CENRO for the
survey of the property as evidenced by a Request for Survey
Authority, copy of which is hereto attached as Annex “E”, Request
is likewise made for the issuance of a Certification whether the
subject lot is alienable and disposable, copy of such request is hereto
attached as Annex “F”;

4, The complainants made a request again on August 2019 whether the
subject land is alienable and disposable, copy of handwritten request
is hereto attached as Annex «G”. Thereafter, a Certification was
issued dated August 27, 2019 that the subject land is alienable and
disposable, copy of the Certification is hereto attached as Annex
“H”;

5. Despite the application for free patent has not yet started by the
CENRO headed by the respondent, the latter made a letter to the
Municipal Assessor of Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro requesting the
Tax Declaration in the name of Isabel Abeleda be transferred to the
actual occupants because according to him, that is the only way that
the requested authority to survey be given due course, cCopy of the
said request letter is hereto attached as Annex “I”. Thereafter, the

assessor made a written note on the said request letter stating that
the matter should be referred to DENR for free patent application,

the same is hereby bracketed and marked as Annex “J”;
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VERIFICATION WITH CERTIFICATION OF NON-FORUM SHOPPING

I, I, ALMA C. COSTALES, of legal age, married, Filipino, and a

f o N | : 5
of EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz, Occidenta

Mindoro after having been duly sworn to in accordance with law, hereby depose and

1. That I am one of the complainant in the instant case and I have caused the
preparation and filing of the foregoing Complaint;

2. ThatI have read and understood the contents thereof;

3. That the allegations therein are true and correct of my own personal knowledge and
based on authentic records;

4. That the pleading is not filed to harass, cause unnecessary delay, or needlessly

increase the cost of litigation;

. That the factual allegations therein have evidentiary support or, if specifically so
identified, will likewise have evidentiary support after a reasonable opportunity for
discovery;

6. That I have not heretofore commenced any other action or proceeding or filed any
claim involving the same issues or matter in any court, tribunal, or quasi-judicial
agency, and to the best of our knowledge, no such action or proceeding is pending
therein;

7. That if I should thereafter learn that the same or similar action or proceeding has
been filed or is pending before the Supreme Court, Court of Appeals, or different
divisions thereof, or any other court, tribunal, or quasi-judicial agency, I hereby
undertake to report such fact within five (5) calendar days from notice to this

] ANI? BWEmES?n W!EEW U AN bm hereunto . affixed my signature this

n

ALMA C. COSTALES

1 +h 1
nant/Attorney-in-fact of other complainants

ID NO. Co05-19-003¢¢]

"
SUBSCRIBED AND SWORN to before me in the _ GABANATURN CIY ,
this - AN‘%‘ e %ﬂﬁ_—,i by affiant who has satisfactorily proven her identity to me
through vali gro f identification appearing below her name and who signed the
document in my presence and avowed under the penalty of law to the whole truth of the
contents of the foregoing instrument.

AFTY. FELICISIVDE. VILLAFLOR
NOTARY PUBLIC

i i 0 2024, pe En Banc
aiid until June 30, 2024, per SCE :
bt December 1, 2020 on B.M. No. 3795

Resoluvion dated 1 ¢ _ issions)
j g4 asted for Extension of Existing Notarial Commissio
s W Attorney's Roll No. 27589
B PTR. No. 6650858/ 01-04-21
ol el IRP No. 136265/ 12-24-2020
SERIES 0F 20 Z1 No. 0286335-SC-EP/12-15-2020

i » 2 5554
MCLE COMPLIANGE NO. VI-0006E
NOTARIAL OOMMISKICN ‘NO.ﬁl?-lg
CABAINAT Uiy Tri v, IHUEVA £CGUJA
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SPECIAL POWER OF ATTORNEY

KNOW ALL MEN BY THESE PRESENTS:

WE, BOBBY COSTALES, EDNA BELARMENTE, IMELDA C.
TOMAS, JULIUS G. TOMAS SR. , JULIUS C. TOMAS JR. ,
EDUARDO M. PARTIDA, LILIBETH M. PARTIDA, RODOLFO F.
MAGALONG SR. , RODOLFO C. MAGALONG, DENNIS D.
PAGUAGAN, APOLO C. DIOLATA, REYCHARD V. TANGLAO 5
DANILO Q. INSIGNE, VIVIAN A. ESQUILLO, APRIL M. SENO,
MELVIN D. AQUINO SR. , BENJAMIN D. AQUINO JR. » RIZZA M.
TAPALES, JOWEL C. CUZON, DIOGENES DIOLATA JR. .
JOSELITO C. OMALAY, ANASTACIO T. CALUYA SR. , JULIE B.
BINIHAGAN, LAUDELINO D. TAPALES, REGALADO ALEJO,
ROCKY G. VALDEZ, JOSEPH V. DE GUZMAN, GAVINO G.
GREGORIO, RODERICK C. MAGALONG, JOSHUA ALONSABE,
RESTIE B. UMIPIG, and JOFFREY D. AQUINO, all of legal age ,
Filipinos, and residents of EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa
Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, do hereby name, constitute and appoint
ALMA COSTALES, also of legal age, married, Filipino citizen, and
also a resident of EEA- Crossing, Barangay Mulawin, Santa Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro, to be our true and lawful attorney-in-fact, to do
and perform the following acts to wit:

1. To represent us in filing a case (criminal or administrative)
against CEASAR E. QUEBEC, CENRO officer at Santa Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro, and any of his cohorts, before the Office of
the Ombudsman or any other court, office, or tribunal;

2. To follow-up the said complaint and receive any results or
decisions rendered by the Office of the Ombudsman or any
other court, office, or tribunal pertaining to my above-
mentioned complaint;

3. To determine the necessity or desirability of amendments to the
pleadings, possibility of obtaining stipulation or admissions of
facts and documents to avoid unnecessary proof; limitation of
the number of witnesses advisability or necessity of suspending
the proceedings; and such other matters as may aid in the
prompt disposition of the action; to enter into a compromise
agreement and perform such other acts necessary and proper
for the expeditious settlement of the case;

4. To testify for us and in our behalf in the said proceedings;
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5. To file any pleading, appeal, petition for review, and/or

certiorari and sign the verification and certification of non-
forum shopping;

6. To sign, execute and indorse such papers and instruments or
documents as are necessary and requisite for the

accomplishment of the authorities herein conferred upon my
attorney-in-fact.

HEREBY GIVING AND GRANTING unto our said attorney-in-fact
full power and authority to do and perfrom such other acts which
are necessary to carry out the duties and authorities hereunto
granted to her, owning the same as our true act and deed which
we could lawfully do if we personally present thereat.

IN WITNESS WHEREOF, we have hereunto affixed our signatures
this day of November, 2020 in

: APOLO C. DI LATA
Principal Principal
ol v

ROIKRICK . MAGALONG GAVINO]EéNGﬁGORIO
Principal Principal

ﬁ:iw Rmo M ATy
J F. TAPALES DY Z. DIOLATA
Principal Principal
JO: EIOLATA ROQOLFO G@G SR.
Principal Principal

7‘?/
ROCKY G. VALDEZ RODOLFO C."MAGALONG
Principal Principal
VIVIAN A. ESQUILLO ANASTACIO T. CALUYA SR.
Principal Principal



IMELDA C. TOMAS
Principal

/;-v»-/*'f/\

J OHNSOI* A. BINITHAGAN
Principal

JULIE/BZ" BINIHAGAN SR.
Principal

DAN IL% Q. INSIGNE

Principal

L&,
g;SﬁAD/O B. ALEJO JR.

Principal
REGALADO B. ALEJO
Principal

J OSk’UA A. ALONSABE

Principal
|

i
~

JULIUS C. TOMAS JR.
Principal

E;ARDO PARTIDA

Principal

M oy~ l l..l/l
KRISTINE SAMORIN

Principal

Sl

JOWEL C. CUZON
Principal

L=l Ay

LAUDELINO D. TAPALES
Principal

REYCH?]?_V.\TAN GLAO

Principal

DENN%)A PAGUAGAN

Principal

Deere el

ES E. DIOLATA

Principal

LIL H D. PARTIDA
Principal

JULﬁ%S G. TOMAS

Principal
VN Q @w%
LEONILA OMALAY
Principal
MY Wi v
MARYJANE MORENA
Principal

NA BELARMENTE

Principal
| 4

{ Gmminf

HERMINIA MENDEZ



;ELVIN D. AQUINO

Principal

{
BENJAMD AQUINO JR.

Principal

q{\,( jl,w s

IMEE MARIEL C. TOMAS
Principal

MERG%MD. GURO
Principal

f}’c)“%\/L

[
JOSELITQO C. OMALAY

Principal
Y oy
S

RESTIE B. UMIPIG
Principal

Conforme:

Aeeatbrlu

ALMA COSTALES
Attorney-in-fact

JOFFREY D| AQUINO
Principal

g &BIH
ALLEN T. SAUZA

Princip

ot
LATA

Principal

JOSEPH V. DE GUZMAN

Principal

»
RIZZA B. TAPALES

Principal

Signed in the presence of:

MNESTOR  FLorA

J/l/\\(/&/'\j’ L{C&r\/.LQ tsSue) e
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ACKNOWLEDGEMENT

Republic of the Philippines }
T4 . C#M2, (ec (i

&
Xmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmmme oo X

BEFOjE az@)”ﬂ a Notary Public for and in the

Occa prdnx | this (J2w- 19, 202 ]
personally appeared: v

known to me to be the same person who executed the foregoing
instrument which is a Special Power of Attorney consisting of 5
pages including this pages where the acknowledged to me that the
same as their own free act and voluntary deed.

WITNESS MY HAND AND NOTARIAL SEAL.

Doc. No. __;  24( M

ATTY. ANTONIO T. MANZANO

Page No. : Yy NOTARY PUBLIC

e _ UNTIL DEC. 31, 20%)
00K NO. >l PTR NO. 8432391

Series of 2020~ a4 ROEL NG 2 e [0

TIN NO. 116-095-495
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Republic of the Philippines
MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT
Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro

THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS,

Petitioner, CADASTRAL CASE NO. N-6

LRC RECORD NO. N-240
- versus —

DAMASO ABELEDA, ET AL., LOT NO. 1303, PlIs-22

Claimants. Sta. Cruz, Occ. Mindoro
X X

CERTIFICATION

TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

This is to certify that according to the records of this Court, it
appears that Lot No. 1303, Pls-22, Sta. Cruz Public Land Subdivision,
with an area of One Hundred Fifty Eight Thousand Three Hundred
Twenty Nine (158329) square meters and with claimant Isabel Abeleda,

was declared Public Land per Order dated July 23, 2019 by the then
Presiding Judge Julieto F. Fabrero.

This certification is issued upon the request of Ms. Vivian A.
Esquillo, for whatever legal purpose it may serve.

Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, September 10, 2019.

e
3 s

N\ . T3 » \]
Cler/kofcbu [
e
Fees Paid under O.R. Nos. 0369287 & 0369319

Issued at MTC, Sta Cruz, Occ. Mindoro
Issued on September 10, 2019

[rene
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Republic of the Philippines
MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT
STA. CRUZ, OCCIDENTAL MINDORO

THE DIRECTOR OF LANDS,
Petitioner,

CADASTRAL CASE NO. N-6
-versus- LRC RECORD NO. N-240

LOT NO. 1303, PLS-22
DAMASO ABELEDA, ET AL.,

Claimants
X- - X

ORDER

Posed for resolution of this Court is the letter-request for a
Certification and/or Clarification submitted by AMADOR C. ISIDRO
Jr., seeking a categorical declaration as to the status of a particular

Lot 1303 A, ( a portion of Lot 1303) of the Public Land Survey (PLS),
Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro

As a backgrounder, the Director of Lands for and in behalf of
the Republic of the Philippines as petitioner in this case filed the
instant case sometime in 1958 for registration under cadastral
proceedings. Petitioner contended that in the absence of valid claim

from interested parties, all lands of the public domain are considered
as public lands.

Lot 1303, PIs-22 of Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro is part of the
said Public Land Survey conducted for Sta. Cruz, Occidental
Mindoro. Our records would show that said Lot 1303 consisting of
15,8329 hectares in area with listed claimant, Isabel Abeleda, was
one of those cases under this Court's Cadastral proceedings and was
thereafter forwarded to the CFI (now RTC). The Regional Trial Court,
Branch 44, Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro, has thereafter certified
that there is no pending proceedings before said office, thus, it is
presumed that the claimant/s listed therein did not proceed with her
claims before the RTC.

Before this Court, there has been no proceedings on this case
(Lot 1303) since April 19. 1989, prompting this Court to issue an
Order dated 10 November 2010 whereby all claimants should

continue proceedings on this case. Despite—such effort, ™rothing
happened.

L DHTRID HE R
=17 Page 1 of 2 Ell‘»\,’;‘uil il
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Considering the length of time, while it appears that there is a
listed claimant in the said subject Lot 1303, particularly the Heirs of
Isabel Abeleda’, there being no proceedings before this Court for

any cadastral titling of subject land. the Doctrine of Laches would set
in.

‘It is based upon a maxim that equity aids the
vigilant and not those who slumber on their rights. It is
defined as neglect to assert a right or claim which taken
together with lapse of time and other circumstances
causing prejudice to the adverse party, operates as a bar
in court of equity. The neglect for an unreasonable and
unexplained length of time under circumstances

permitting diligence, to do, what in law, should have been
done. i

Neglect or omission to assert right, as taken in
conjunction with lapse of time and other circumstances,
causes prejudice to adverse party; neglect or omission to
do what one should do as warrants presumption that one
has abandoned right or claim” (Black’s Law Dictionary,
page 875, Sixth Edition)

Hence, this Court is constrained to SUSTAIN the contention of
herein petitioner.

Lot No. 1303, PIs-22 of the Public Land Subdivision, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro is hereby declared a PUBLIC LAND. As such,
there is no hindrance therefore, for the heirs of ISABEL ABELEDA,
and/or subsequent transferees of Lot 1303 or more particularly, a
portion thereof such as Lot 1303-A, now being claimed by Amador
Isidro, Jr., to cause the survey thereof by a duly licensed surveyor
and thereafter, seek titling thereof, outside of this Cadastral Court.

Let a copy of this Order be furnished to all concerned parties.
SO ORDERED.

Sta. Cruz, Occidental Mindoro, 23 July, 2019.

! Page 96, Records book of this Court

Page 2 of 2



SUBJECT: Mamburao, Occ. Mindoro
Request for Survey Authority Date:April 6, 2019

BY:Alma C. Costales

T Y
. iy OATELIR RS
Sta. Cruz, Occ. Mindoro C7y \h@%

4 T
el UOCCIDENTE Ay

The Community Environment and
Natural Resources Officer \
Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro

Sir: \

I have the honor to request for authority to cause the )

survey of Lot 1302 & 1303 , Pls- 22

by ABRAHAM MAPINDAN
(Address) (Geodetic Engineer)

of Mindoro in favor

of:
(L aeedut
ALMA C. COSTALES

Requestee

The land subject hereof shall be applied under any appropriate public land application

Anticipating your proper and favorable action hereon, | am.

Very truly yours,
AL
ALMA C. COSTALES

Requestee



The CENR OFFICER
Sablayan, Occ. Mindoro

Sir:

This is to request from your good office a certification as to whether or

not the parcel of land covering Lot 1302 & 1303, Pis-22 Public L

and Subdivision
located in Barangay Mulawin,

Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro is within the
Alienable and Disposabie lands.

Hoping for your kind consideration on this matter.

Very truly yours,
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ALMA C. COSTALES
Applicant
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

DENR-IVB, Lands (Lot Verification)
Brgy. Mulawin, Sta. Cruz,
Occidental Mindoro

August 27, 2019

CERTIFICATION
TO WHOM IT MAY CONCERN:

THIS IS TO CERTIFY that the tract of land under Lot 1303, Pls-22 located at Brgy.
Mulawin, Sta. Cruz, Occ. Mindoroe containing an approximate area of 158,329 square meters
as shown and described in the sketch plan at the reverse side hereof are verified to be within the
alienable and disposable land as per Project No. 15, L.C. Map No. 652, certified as such on May
6, 1927. The land therefore, is within the administrative jurisdiction and control of the DENR for
disposition under public land act.

This certification is issued upon the request of Ms. Alma Costales for whatever legal
purpose it may serve. The required certification fee in the amount of Fifty Pesos Only (P50.00)
has been paid under O.R. No. dated

Checked by: Attested by:

1SAAS A4 IvOD
Forester 11I/Chief, CDS

So. Balud, Sto. Nifio, Sablayan, Occidental Mindoro
Email Add: denrcsby02@gmail.com
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