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Department of Environment and Natural Resources (v
MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU | k /
MIMAROPA Region 4

7/F DENR Building, 1515 Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila
Telefax No. (+632) 536-0215 / (+632) 310-1369 e m—

Email: regiondb@mgb.govph  f Boi

MEMORANDUM 9 e .
FOR : The Head . ,,‘.NE’JUY)«@{ $3- £
DENR Action Center/Hotline i o

Department of Environment and INGTOT 1 KEeSOUICE
Visayas Ave., Diliman, Quezon City

FROM - The Regional Director
This Office
SUBJECT - Complaint Against San Miguel Corporation on the

Alleged Non-Rehabilitation of the Silica Mine in Brgy.
3, Poblacion, Roxas, Palawan, with Presidential
Complaint Center Code No. WG-NEM-06-06-2022-004

DATE : 14 November 2022

This has reference to the request of DENR Action Center/Hotline dated
11 August 2022 on the report regarding the aforementioned subject.

In this regard, we are respectfully furnishing herewith a copy of the
response of the Mine and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) — Central Office
regarding the alleged involvement of San Miguel Corporation and the
Environmental Management Plan (Link:
_hﬁpi/my_ur_l.*c_gm/_s_iljcqs,cnn_dﬁwneEMF{) endorsed by the said office to
the Local Government Unit of the municipality of Roxas, Palawan.

Further, attached is the field inspection report by the personnel of the
Community Environment and Natural Resources Office of Roxas,
Palawan together with the embedded personnel of this Office.

For your information and reference, please.

CELO C. NOBLE
En stated ‘? ;

Palawan
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o E]" H The Regional Executive Director

g - s Department of Environment and Natural Resources

9 MIMAROPA Region

&

- Eﬂ@ The Provinclal Environment and Natural Resources Officer
B MIMAROPA Region

The Presidential Complalnt Center
Office of the President
Malacanang, Manila
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‘MINING SHALL BE PRO-PEOPLE AND PRO-ENVIRONMENT
IN SUSTAINING WEALTH CREATION AND IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE”




% Gmaﬂ Markus Peter Mantubig <kotz.mgb4b@gmail.com>

Fwd: Fw: Acknowledgement for Initial Action Taken on PCC Complaint bearing
reference code no. WG-NEM-06-06-2022-004

Alvin Requimin <albin.requimin@gmail.com> 11 August 2022 at 14:11
To: Markus Peter Mantubig <kotz.mgb4b@gmail.com>, markus peter mantubig <kotz060286@gmail.com>

Good day, Markus. This is for reference in the preparation of the response to DENR Action Center. Thank you.

--—---- Forwarded message -----—--
From: MGB-MIMAROPA <mines_4b@yahoo.com>
Date: Thu, Aug 11, 2022 at 1:39 PM

Subject: Fw: Acknowledgement for Initial Action Taken on PCC Complaint bearing reference code no. WG-NEM-06-
06-2022-004

To: Alvin Requimin <albin.requimin@gmail.com>, Hanna Arriesgado <hannalee.arriesgado@mgb.gov.ph>, Al Janry
Tuazon <aljanrytuazon@yahoo.com>, Venus Jesoro <venusjesoro@gmail.com>

Thank you.

Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB)
MIMAROPA Region

7/F DENR Bldg., 1515 Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila, Philippines
Telefax: (02) 8536-0215 / 8310-1369

Email: mines_4b@yahoo.com

Website: https://regiondb.mgb.gov.ph/

Facebook Page: https://www.facebook.coi n/mgbmimaropa/

—--- Forwarded Message —----

From: DENR Action Center <actioncenter@denr.gov.ph>

To: MGB-MIMAROPA <mines_4b@yahoo.com>; "region4 D@mgb.gov.ph” <regiondb@mgb.gov.ph>
Cc: DENR Mimaropa Region <mimaroparegion@denr.gov.ph>

Sent: Thursday, August 11, 2022 at 01:22:54 PM GMT+8

Subject: Acknowledgement for Initial Action Taken on PCC Complaint bearing reference code no. WG-NEM-06-06-
2022-004

August 11, 2022

The Regional Director

Mines and Geosciences Bureau, Region IV-B
7/F DENR Building, 1515 Roxas Boulevard,
Ermita Manila

Sir/Ma'am,

This is to acknowledge receipt of a copy of your Memorandum dated July 18, 2022 regarding complaint against San
Miguel Corporation on the Alleged Non-Rehabilitation of the Silica Mine in Brgy. 3, Poblacion, Roxas, Palawan. We
recognize and appreciate your prompt action on this matter. We look forward to your continuing support for our
shared aspirations of serving the public. Looking forward to the submission of the final report as a basis for
consideration as fully acted/responded. ' -
Thank you very much and stay safe!

e ————

For information, record and reference




DENR Action Center/Hotline

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Visayas Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City, Metro Manila
Mobile No.: 0917-885-3367 / 0917-868-3367

Hashtag No.: #3367
Landline No.: {02
Email: denr@

IMPORTANT:

The information contained in the communication is privileged and confidential and intended solely for the use of the
individual or entity to whom it is addressed and others authorized to receive it. If you are not the intended recipient,
you must not disclose or use the information contained in it. If you have received this email in error, please notify us
immediately by return email and delete the document. The Action Center/Hotline is neither liable far the proper and
complete transmission of the information nor for any delay in its receipt. The Action Center/Hotline accepts no liability

for any damage caused by this email or its attachments due to viruses, interference, interception, corruption or
unauthorized access.

+% DENRCO-ASRMD-2022-018176.pdf
1638K




Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU

North Avenue, Diliman, Quezon City, Philippines _
Tel No. (+63 2) 920-9120/920-9130 Trunkline No. 667-6700 loc. 134 Fax No. (+863 2) 920-1635 Email: central@mgb.gov.ph.

MEMORANDUM

FOR :  The Regional Director
Mines and Geosciences Bureau
MIMAROPA Region

7/F, 1515 DENR Building, Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila

FROM :  The Director
This Office

SUBJECT : Complaint on the Alleged Non-rehabilitation of the Silica Sand
Mine in Brgy. 3, Poblacion, Roxas, Palawan with Presidential
Complaint No. WG-NEM-06-06-2022-004

DATE :__August 5, 2022

This refers to your Memorandum dated July 18, 2022, requesting update on the
status of the implementation of Environmental Management Plan (EMP) for the
Silica Sand Mines in Roxas, Palawan, and forwarding the Memorandum from the
Provincial Environmentand Natural Resources Office of Palawan dated July1, 2022
regarding the complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes of Brgy. 3, Poblacion, Roxas

Palawan against San Miguel Corporation involving the mining of silica in the said
Barangay.

It may be recalled that while the Silica Sand Mines was proposed for rehabilitation
underthe Philippine Development Plan (PDP)2017-2022, results of the conducted
Risk Assessment and Preparation of EMP showed that the areas where the
abandoned mines and processing plants are located are classified as private lands,
with some portions underlegal dispute. In view thereof, the Mines and Geosciences
Bureau (MGB) conducted an information, education and communication (IEC)
activity on September 19, 2019 in Roxas, Palawan to turn-overthe EMP to the local
government unit (LGU) for implementation, in coordination with the identified
landowners. During the said activity, personnel from this Office informed the
stakeholders that the MGB cannotimplement the EMP as concemed areas have

existing private landowners, and there was also no budget allocated from the
national government.

Moreover, we would also like to note that San Miguel Corporation was not among
the five (5) operators of the Silica Sand Mines in the area identified during the
preparation of the EMP, namely: Vuican Industrial and Mining Corporation, Nin-Bay
Mining Company, Republic Glass Corporation, Ore Shoot Mining Company and
Buddy Mendoza/Barbacan River Corporation.

Relative thereto, we are furnishing herewith a copy of the EMP for the Silica Sand

Mines, for your reference and information. You may access an electronic copy of
the documentth rou e link: https:/inyurl. com/SilicaSandhina EMP.

Ta0AM

Epﬂﬂﬁg m@
-E. bt

ORes AMEDMAS | wuncrr  Mererssdom

ATT DOG. MONCANO ;

b

&
‘MINING SHALL BE'PRO-PEOPLE AND PRO-ENVIRONMENT

»

IN SUSTAINING WEALTH CREATION AND IMPROVED QUALITY OF LIFE.”
<o~ 29 7 W?




j

"
NS0 SLSCRNCES EumeRy
ACAA" 294 Region

Republic of the Philippines / R’

¢ 7/F DENR Building. 1515 Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila |
Telefax No. (+632) 536-0215 / (+632) 310-1389 {

Email: re _'i,u.'mh@__rr;b.gyv.;m

3

& Department of Environment and Natural Resources {s
£ . MINES AND GEOSCIENCES BUREAU ; f
€ 3 ! MIMAROPA Region | : E

7

DENR-MINFe 0 GEOSCIFN R e T
MEMORANDUM .’)l_..'hl:\m.\f:o A :.r SeUSCIENCES BUREAU
:gfards.wagage}nentSecﬁon

i3ea
b

-k A : e t’” ‘fﬂ'%‘
eov U2 ﬁ
. City i J

’;‘
|
|
i

FOR : The Director
Mines and Geosciences
North Ave., Diliman, Que

FROM : The Regional Director ( By: VdbaBages;
This Office 294,

SUBJECT : Complaint Against San Miguel Corporation on the
Alleged Non-Rehabilitation of the Silica Mine in Brgy.
3, Poblacion, Roxas, Palawan, with Presidential
Complaint Center Code No. WG-NEM-06-06-2022-004

Hime;

!
o |

DATE : 18 July 2022

e

T ettt et e st S

This has reference to the attached Memorandum dated 01 July 2022
from the Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office of
Palawan regarding the aforementioned subject complaint, furnished to
this Office on 4 July 2022.

Pursuant to the Philippine Development Plan of CY 2017-2022, the silica
sand mined out area is proposed for rehabilitation based on the

Environmental Management Plan (EMP) approved by Mines and
Geosciences Bureau in 2018.

In this regard, may we respectfully request for updates on the status of
the EMP's implementation as well as the alleged involvement of San
Miguel Corporation.

For the Director's information and further appropriate action.
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
MIMAROPA Region
PROVINCIAL | NVIRONMENT AND NATURAIL RESOL RCES OFFICT
Bey. Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City. Palawan
Teifax No. (048) 434 - 8791
Email Adg: penropala van@denr.qgov.ph

o DR )

July 01, 2022

MEMORANDUM

TO o The Community I:m ironment and
Natural Resources ( Mlicer
Roxas. Palawan

FROM ; the Provincial Environment and

Natural Resources Officer
Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa Ciny

SUBJECT . COMPLAINT AGAINST SAN MIGT 'EL CORPORATION ON
THE ALLEGED .\'UN-RFIHAB“JT.\TI();\ OF THE SILICA
MINE IN BRGY. 3, POBLCAION, ROXAS, PALAWAN

Referred is the Memorandum dated 28 June 2022 from the Office of the Regional
Director, MGB-MIMAROPA forwarding the attached Memorandum dated 23 June 2022 of
Merlinda R. Manpila. Head. DENR Action Center/'Hotline referring the email dated 05 June
2022 from Dir. Jaime Llaguno Mabilin. Presidential Complaint Center PCC) bearing code No.
\\'(i-\l~':’\l—()h-()(\-l()_‘}(ﬂ)4 endorsing the letter of Mr. Roberto Paredes of Brgy. 3. Poblacion.
Roxas. Palawan dated 06 June 2022 pertaining 1o his complaint against the afleged irresponsible
action of San Miguel Corporation involving the mining of silica in Brey. 3. Poblacion. Roxas,
Palawan.

In this regard, please conduet im estigation on the premises of the area affected by the
alleged irresponsible mining. submit report for further action of the Regional Office. Assigned
this undertaking to the M 113 personnel assigned at vour offjce for appropriate action.

For immediate compliance.
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. Republic of the Philippines
‘ ﬁ Department of Environment and Natural Resources

5 Region 1V- MIMAROPA
™ COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
P Barangay Il (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph

July 22,2022

MEMORANDUM
FOR : The Regional Director

Mines and Geosciences Bureau

MIMAROPA Region
THRU : The PENRO

Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City
FROM : The CENRO

Roxas Palawan
SUBJECT REPORT ON THE COMPLAINT OF MR. ROBERTO

PAREDES ON THE ALLEGED NON-REHABILITATION OF
SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION THRU MR. RAMON ANG
INVOLVING THE MINING OF SILICA IN BRGY. 3,
POBLACION, ROXAS, PALAWAN FROM THE RESIDENTS
WITHIN LOT NO. 907 PLS 232

Respectfully forwarding the memorandum report of our MGB Embedded
Personnel dated 18 July 2022 regarding the above-cited subject. This has reference to the
letter complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes addressed to the President of the Philippines dated
06 June 2022 regarding the above-mentioned subject.

For your action and further instruction.

PABLO J.CRUZ
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) Republic of the Philippines
§ Department of Environment and Natural Resources
g~ Region IV- MIMAROPA

™ " COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

"’*"m"*stww Barangay 111 (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph
July 18, 2022

MEMORANDUM
FOR - The CENR Officer

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office

Roxas, Palawan
FROM 2 The Undersigned
SUBJECT REPORT ON THE COMPLAINT OF MR. ROBERTO

PAREDES ON THE ALLEGED NON-REHABILITATION OF
SAN MIGUEL CORPORATION THRU MR. RAMON ANG
INVOLVING THE MINING OF SILICA IN BRGY. 3,
POBLACION, ROXAS, PALAWAN FROM THE RESIDENTS
WITHIN LOT NO. 907 PLS 232

This has reference to the letter complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes addressed to the
President of the Philippines dated 06 June 2022 regarding the above-mentioned subject.

In response to the complaint, a preliminary field investigation was conducted on
composed of the following personnel:
I. Dominik L. Echano (SRS I - MGB Embedded Personnel)
2. Felipe Evio (Team Leader — Field Monitoring Coordinator)
3. Boboy Savilla Vicera (Field Monitoring Coordinator)

Background Information

On 29 June 2022, this Office received a memorandum dated 28 June 2022 from the
Regional Director of Mines and Geosciences Bureau (MGB) MIMAROPA Region
pertaining to the complaint of Mr. Roberto Paredes against San Miguel Corporation thru

Mr. Ramon Ang on the alleged non-rehabilitation of the mining of Silica in Brgy. 3
Poblacion, Roxas, Palawan.




Republic of the Philippines

Region IV- MIMAROPA

§a Department of Environment and Natural Resources

COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE

Barangay IIT (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph

Purpose and Scope

The fieldwork aims to validate the veracity of the complaint and the legality of

the alleged non-rehabilitation of the mining operation. The undertaking includes
ocular inspection of the subject areas and a dialogue or interview with the concerned
individuals. The ocular inspection is supported by geotagged photos.

Findings and Observation

j

On 5 July 2022, the undersigned conducted field investigation on the
complaint of Mr. Robert Paredes.

Mr. Paredes complained about the alleged non-rehabilitation of San Miguel
Corp in Barangay III particularly in LOT No. 907 PLS 232. He claims that the
area in question is low lying due to the previous mining activity which
contributed to it being a highly flood prone area.

The undersigned, noted that LOT No. 907 is a semi-densely populated area. A
number of mangroves was also observed within the wetland in Lot 907.

Numerous one-story permanent settlements and several elevated nipa huts are
located adjacent to the wetland.

Mr. Paredes seeks for the rehabilitation of the area in the form of backfilling.

The undersigned had previously conducted an investigation titled ‘Report on
the Tllegal Extraction of Silica Sand in Brgy III, Municipality of Roxas,
Palawan’, dated 19 April 2022 in response to complaints of illegal activity
within the area. The investigation finds Mr. Francisco Refil in violation of
Sec 103 of RA 7942, “Theft of Minerals.”

The undersigned gave notice to the barangay officials on the issued CDO and
to Mr. Refil himself to cease extracting silica sands within his backyard which
are then utilized for a small scale holllowblocks production. The undersigned
advised Mr. Refil to refrain using the silica resources within his backyard and
opt to acquire SAG materials from an authorized retailer or permittee.

In reference to the Municipal Resolution No 187-A, s-1999, held on 15
October 1999, it is stated that (1) Nin-Bay Mining Company, (2) Republic
Glass Corporation, (3) Vulcan Mining Company, and (4) Orashoot Mining
Company conducted mining operations in the Municipality of Roxas, Palawan
(Annex ). San Miguel Corporation was not mentio

ned in the passage, nor was




Republic of the Philippines

éa Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Region IV- MIMAROPA
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES
OFFICE

Barangay I1I (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cen roroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph

it stated if any of the previously mentioned company was a subsidiary
company of SMC.

In the attached Order document in the Annex (2), it is stated that the area (Lot
No 405) wherein DENR CENRO-Roxas currently located was directed to be
taken as possession as Nin Bay Mining Corporation failed to execute the
conceptualized Aqua Culture Project which it intended to implement thru Del
Pilar Multi-purposed Corporation.

A certification is then issued by this office, certifying that LOT 907 of Pls 232
in Barangay IIl, Roxas, Palawan is within Agricultural (alienable or
disposable) land. (Annex 3)

FINDINGS AND RECOMMENDATIONS

[

In refence to the previous record of illegal extraction activity in Barangay III.
The LGU is advised to police these activities to minimize its negative impact
to the environment.

Citing Administrative Order No. 8, the entire Province of Palawan and certain
parcels of the public domain is declared as Mangrove Swamp Forest Reserves.
Upon Field investigation, it is established that certain parts of LOT 907 (Photo

- 2) is located within a mangrove or swampland area wherein a buffer zone
of 50 meters is not maintained, pursuant to AO No. 76 (Establishment of
Buffer Zones in Coastal and Estuarine Mangrove Areas)

Mangrove or swamplands classified and zonified as Alienable or Disposable
are covered by Administrative Order No. 8

Rehabilitation in the form of backfilling within LOT 907 PLS 232 covered
by the buffer zone is not recommended in accordance to Proclamation No.
2152, governing the prohibition from further exploitation and/or destruction of

the remaining mangrove resources of the Philippines, specifically the entire
province of Palawan.

It is recommended for the delineation whether Lot 907 Pls 232 is located
within any expired mining lease tenement. It is also advised to establish
whether San Miguel Corp. operated under a subsidiary company.




Republic of the Philippines
§ Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Region I'V- MIMAROPA
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

OFFICE

Barangay III (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph

5. The residents within the buffer-zone was found to be in violation of Section 51

of Presidential Decree No. 1067, otherwise known as the Water Code of the
Philippines, which provides:

Article 51. The banks of rivers and streams and the shores of the seas and
lakes throughout their entire length and within a zone of (3) meters in urban areas,
twenty (20) meters in agricultural areas and forty (40) meters in forest areas, along
their margins, are subject to easement of public use in the interest of recreation,
navigation, floatage, fishing and salvage. No person shall be allowed to stay in
this zone longer than what is necessary for recreation, navigation, floatage,
fishing or salvage to build structures of any kind.

For the CENRO’S consideration and further instruction

Za
IMINIK L. ECHANO

Science Research Specialist II

FELLIPE N. EVIO Jr.
PMRB, Field Monitoring Admin Asst 111

QUENJAY S. VICERA
PMRB, Field Monitoring Assistant Officer




0 Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Region IV- MIMAROPA
- COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
Barangay 111 (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph
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Lot 907. The mangrove within the swampland is shown in this
photos. A buffer zone is not maintained.

Residential area within the |




Republic of the Philippines
§ Department of Environment and Natural Resources
- : Region IV- MIMAROPA
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
Barangay 111 (Poblacion)., Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph

Photo 4a.




Yo Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

Region 1V- MIMAROPA
COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
Barangay 11 (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647
Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph
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Photo 4b.

Establishments adjacent to the swampland.




: Republic of the Philippines
ﬁ Department of Environment and Natural Resources
s Region 1V- MIMAROPA
. COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE

Barangay 111 (Poblacion), Roxas, Palawan
Contact No. 09171606578 / 09175028647

Email address: cenroroxaspalawan@denr.gov.ph
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
Region IV- MIMAROPA

'COMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
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