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FROM : The OIC, PENR Officer
SUBJECT : LETTER DATED 10 OCTOBER 2022 OF MR. LEO A.

ROMERO ACTING MANAGER OF PHILIPPINE PORTS
AUTHORITY MINDORO PORT AREA, SAN ANTONIO,
CALAPAN CITY, ORIENTAL MINDORO

This has reference to the letter dated October 10, 2022 of Mr. Leo A. Romero Acting
Manager of Philippine Port Area, San Antonio Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro requesting for a
certification that the Port located at Matabang, Abra de Ilog, Occidental Mindoro is not within the
area of Expanded-National Integrated Protected Areas System (E-NIPAS). He mentioned that the
certification is required for application of Environmental Compliance Certificate (ECC) for the Port
Expansion Project and Construction of Breakwater at Abra de [log, Occidental Mindoro.

Furthermore, that as per our initial evaluation the area was found to be within the bounds
of Verde Island Passage as per Republic Act No. 11038 of 2018. Likewise, as per Section 4 of
Executive Order No. 578 series of 2006 the DENR as Chairman of the Presidential Commission
for the Integrated Conservation and Development for the Sulu Celebes Seas was instructed to create
and organize an Ad Hoc Task Force on Verde Island Passage to ensure protection, conservation and
sustainable use of biological diversity in the Verde Island Passage Marine Corridor.

In view of the foregoing, we are requesting for comments and recommendation at your
end for our further action.

Attached are the following documents for your reference:

1. Copy of letter request from Mr. Leo A. Romero Acting Manager of Philippine Port
Area, San Antonio Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro

2. Copy of Executive Order No. 828 Declaring and Delineating the Abra de Ilog Port
Zone under the Administrative jurisdiction of the Philippine Ports Authority (PPA)
with sketch map of port zone

3. GIS Map (Relative location of Matabang Port Abra de Ilog, Occidental Mindoro for
Port Delineation within Verde Island Passage Protected Landscape

4. Copy of Executive Order No. 578 Series of 2006

For information, evaluation and further insctruction.

ERN . TANADA

TSD-CDS10/14/2022
Copy furnished:
1. Mr. Leo Romero Acting Project Manager (PPA)
pmomindoro(@ppa.com.ph

2. File

So. Pag-asa, Brgy. Payompon, Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro
Email:penroocemin@denr.gov.ph
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10 October 2022

MR. ERNESTO E. TANADA
PENR Officer
Provincial Environment and Natural

Resources Office (PENRO), Occidental Mindoro
Brgy. Payompon, Mamburao, Occidental Mindoro

E-mail Add: penroocc. mindoro@denr_gov.ph

Dear Sir:

PHILIPPINE gﬁf
PORTS B/
AUTHORITY ==

We are respectfully requesting your Office for a Certification that the Port of Abra de llog
located at Matabang Port, Abra de llog, Occidental Mindoro is not within the area of
Expanded - National Integrated Protected Areas System (E-NIPAS).

This is with regards to our application of ECC amendment for the project Abra de llog
Port Expansion Project and Construction of Breakwater, Abra de ILog, Occidental

Mindoro.

Attached is the approved Port Zone Delineation of the said port for your easy reference.
Qur staff in TMO — Abra de llog will coordinate with you in the processing of said

certification.
Hoping for your utmost consideration.
Very truly yours,

2

LEO A. RDMERO
Acting Port Manager
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MALACANANG
Manila

BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES

EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 828_

DECLARING AND DELINEATING THE ABRA DE ILOG PORT ZONE UNDER
THE ADMINISTRATIVE JURISDICTION OF THE PHILIPPINE PORTS
AUTHORITY (PPA)

WHEREAS, the Port of Abra de Ilog, Barangay Lumangbayan,
Municipality of Abra de llog, Province of Occidental Mindoro, has been
considered by its local government units and the PPA for port development;

WHEREAS, the development of the said port will promote rapid
development of the areas concerned through improved trade, commerce, and
tourism activities;

WHEREAS, the port zone delineation, which has a total area of
1,550,527.50 sguare meters is necessary to establish the territorial jurisdiction of
the Abra de Ilog Port to accommodate its future development and to accelerate
the development of the existing seaport currently serving the northern gateway
of Occidental Mindoro;

NOW, THEREFORE, I GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARRQOYO, President of
the Republic of the Philippines, by virtue or the powe: vested in me by law, do
hereby order;

SECTION 1. The territorial junsdiction of the Port of Abra de flog,
Barangay Lumangbayan, Municipality of Abra de Ilog, Provirce of Cccidental
Mindoro, is hereby delineated and established, particularly described as foliows:

beg.naing at point marked 1 on the pian, ihence to point 2
at a distance of 220.00m. with bearing N 71°30E, thence to point
3 at a distance of 220.00m with bearing N 42°00° E, ther:ce to point
4 at a aistance of 1,200.00m. with bezring N 18°10° W, thence to
point -5 at a aistance of 1,255.00m. with bearing S 71°30° W,
thence to point 6 at a distance of 1,152.00m. with bearing S 26759’
wEvl £, thence fo pont 1, the peint of the baginming at a distance of
= === 800.00m with vearing N 82¢00° £, the total area Comprsmng oi°
m “ m““'"n“m 1,550 527.50 sguare meters, mere or less,
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SECTION 2. The Abra de Ilog Port Zone, as delineated and established
above, is hereby placed under the administration of the Philippine Ports
Authority, which shall, consistent with the regional industrial plans of the
Government, implement a program for the proper zoning, planning,
development, and utilization of the port.

SECTION 3. Other orders, proclamations, and issuances, or portions
thereof, which are inconsistent with this Executive Order, are hereby repealed or

modified accordingly.

SECTION 4. This Order shall take effect immediately after its publication
in a national newspaper of general circulation.

DONE in the City of Manila, this (7™ day of AUG in the year of Our Lord,
Two Thousand and Nine.

By the President:

EDUARDO R. ERMITA
Executive Secretary
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BY THE PRESIDENT OF THE PHILIPPINES
EXECUTIVE ORDER NO. 578

ESTABLISHING THE ;MTIONAL POLICY ON BIOLOGICAL D
PRESCRIBING ITS IMPLEMENTATION maauaﬂomksmé
COUNTRY, PARTICULARLY IN THE SULU SULAWESI MARINE

BCOSYSTEM AND THE VERDE ISLAND PASSA
2ok GE MARINE

WHEREAS, blologhca! diversity, also referred to as blodiversity, Is
2ssential to sustain all fife and is a foundation of a sound environment that Is
necessary for human well-being and sustainable development;

. WHEREAS, the Philippines, as one of elghteen (18) meqga-biodiversity
s ourtries that collectively make up two-thirds of the earth’s blological diversity, s
imniensely rich in both terrestrial and marine blodiversity;

WHEREAS, the Pnllippines is also known as one of the biodiversity
niotspots where blological divarsity is under constant Uireat due to unsustainable
vesaurce use practices, overexploation, population pressure, poverty and other
13Qtors;

WﬂEREAS, the 1987 Cunstitution provides In Section 16 of Article IT that
The State shail protect and advance the right of the people to 2 balanced and
naatthful ecoingy In accord with the rinthm ang harmorry of nature;

WHEREAS, Republic Act (RA) No. 7586, otherwise known as the National
Inteyrated Protected Areas System (NIPAS) Act of 1992, RA No. 9147, otherwise
refetred to as the Wildiife Resources Conservation and Protection Act, RA No,
4072, otherwise referred to as the Natonal Caves and Cave Resources
Managament and Protection Act, and RA No. 8550, otherwise known as the
{ nllippine Fisheries Code of 1998 mandate the state o protect and conserve
biolagical diversity; -

: WHEREAS, the Department of Environment ami Natural Resources
{DENR), its partner institutions and cvil sodety have developed the National
Biodiversity Strateqy and Action Plan (NBSAP) in 1997 and Its itaration In 2002
=ntitled "Philippine Biodiversity Conservation Priority-Sething Program”;

. WHEREAS, Executive Order (EQ) No. 533, issued in June 2006, adopted
the Integrated Coastal Management (IOM) as a nationa! strategy for sustalnable
cevelopment of marine and coastal resources:
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o WH!!REAS there are many efforts throughout the country by !ocal
con%tnunmas, cvil soclety organizations, and the private sector to conserve,
prol’npct and sustainably use biodiversity;

‘,

9 WHEREAS ‘the Philippines is a party to various multilateral environmental
agnﬁements with the alm of conserving and sustainably using biological diversity,
including the United Nations (UN) Comvention on Biological Diversity, the

'Carisgena Protocol on Blosafety, .the Convention on Migratory Specles of Wild

Anirhals, the Conventlon on International Trade in Endangered Species (CTTES)
of Wiid Fauna and Flora, the Convention on Wetlands, and the UNESCO World
Hedtage Convention, among others;

_ ;I WHEREAS, the Philippines is a party to the UN Convention on the Law of

‘the Sep and.the Basel Convention, and Is a member of the Intarnational Maritime

orgqntzaﬁon as well as @ party to vaﬂous !nbemaﬁonal ‘agreements on marine
pol!uﬂon, ‘

1 :
“WHEREAS, the Philippines Is 2 signatory to the Memorandum of
Undarstandlng on the Conservation and Management of Marine Turtles and their 4
Habtl;aw of the Indian Ocean and South-East Asia (IOSEA), has adopted the

sindble Developrent Strategy for the Seas of East Asla (SDS-EAS), and Is a

er of the Partnerships In Environmental ‘Management for the Seas of East .
Asla l(pEMSEA), T

1' WHEREAS, the Sulu Sulawesi Marine Ecoregion (SSME) ls situated at the
‘of the coral triangle, which Is recognized as having the highest coral
d in.the worid, and is_fointly managed by the Philippines, Malaysla and
; Indobesla under a Memorandum of Understanding signed In 2004 and in
,acmﬁ‘dance wﬂ'h the SSME Conservation Plan; ,
: 'WHEREAS, the Verde Island Passage Marine Corridor, within the SSME
and. jnstge Philippine territory covering the provinces of Batangas, Mindoro
Occadenttal ‘Mindoro Qriental, Marinduque and Romblon, has been identified by
'sdenﬁsts as the Center of the Center of Marine Shorefish Diversity in-the world;

: "‘WHEREAS there 1s a need to establish, in accordance with law, the
Naddnal Policy on Biological Diversity, and prescribe Its lmptementation
throughout the country, particularly In the Verde Istand Passage Marine Corridor,
an?ﬁ alt Philippine territory wtthm the SSME-

3 ‘NOW, THEREFORE, I, GLORIA MACAPAGAL-ARROYO, President of

the Republlc of the Philippines, by virtue of the powers vested In me by law, do
neref?\’ order; -
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SECTION 1. Policy of the State on Blological Diversity. In
accerdanoce wWith law, It is the policy of the state to protect, conserve, and
sustalnably use blological diversity to ensure and secure the well-being of
pragent and futire generations of Fiipinos. This state policy extends to 3l the
components of biodiversity - ecosystems, spedes and genes,
f
| The Departiments of Environment and Natural Resources (DENR), Tourlsm
{DOT), Sdence and Technology (DOST), Agriculture (DA), Hesith (DOH), Energy
(DOE), Traosportation and Communications (DOTC), Foragn Affalrs (DFA),
Trage and Industry (D7), National Defense (DND), and Intencr and Local
Govgmment (DILG), the National Economic Development Authom'y (NEDA), and
al! concamed government agencies and offices and local government units shall
te-grate and mainstream the protection, conservation and sustalnable use of
bloiesical diversity Into thelr poficies, rules and regulations, programs, profects
andgevelopmant planaing process.

: Al govermmenmt agencies, Including local government wunits, shall
formiulate and submit to DENR, for monitoring compllance, their respactive
hiolagleal divarsity programs, The DENR shall provide tachnical assistance to all

mnqgmed agencies,

. SEC, 2. Role of the Private Sector and Clvil Society, Recognizing
lhaf*?t,he protection, conservation and sustainable use of biodiversity 1s 3 shared
pnsibility among all sectors, the DENR and ail concemed government
a 25 and oMices shall actively engage and collaborate with the private
sector, ol society, and local communities so that biological diversity goals are
incotporated In  their respechive programs and  actvities, Including
institutionalizing blodiversity conservation as a principal corporate envimnmentat
responsiblity, Public participation in protection, conservation and sustainable use
activities, especially at the local lewnl, shall be oncouraged to maximize
conservation and community benefits,

-, SEC. 3. Guidalines on Critical Habitats and Key Blodiversity
Areas. To limplement ie state policy on biological diversity, the DENR shall, in
accopdance witn law and subject to public consuitations, develop and promuigate
ruled, and regulstions for the ectablishment of critical habltats within key
biadiverstty areas which arc known to harhor habitats andd ecosysterns critical for
the survival of threatened, restricted-range, and congregatory species, and
provige the guidelines for thelr management and protection. Blodiversity Impact
3s5essmant shall be integrated into the Environmaental Impact Assessment and
me ‘Envionmental Risk Assessment: Processes, taking Into  consideration
gwtna adopted under the United Nations Convention on Blologlcal Diversity.
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Such rules, requiations ang gulde&lnes‘ shall be Issued within soty days from the
effectvity of this Order. i

.- SEC. 4. The Presidential Commission for the Integrated

Coniservation and Development for the Sulu Celebes Seas, The DENR, as
Chalrman of the Presidential Commission for the Imeqrated Conservation and
Development of the Sulu Celebes Seas areated in 1997 by Proclamation No.
1028, otherwise referred to as the Commission, Is hereby instructed to
Immediately undertake the foliowing tasks, viz: (1) review and update the SSME
conservation plan; (2) create end organize an Ad Hoc Task Force on Verde
luland Passage o ensure the protection, conservation and sustainable use of
blological diversity in the Verde Island Passage Marine Corridor; and, (3) Identify
vther marineg biodiversity corridors within the SSME that require urgent attention
and formuiare apprepniate conservation and management strategies.

. The Task Foree, which Is to he composed of DENR, DOT, DOST, DA, DOH,
POE, DOTC, DFA, UTI, DND, DILG, NEDA and ail local government units shali
formulpte the Verde Island Passage Management Plan in consultation with
staigeholders, the private sector, cvil society and local communities and shall
submit the seme to the Commission for approval. In the preparation of the plan,
‘e Task Force shall take Into account exdsting efforts 1o protect marine
prodiversity, implement integrated Coastal Management, and conduct disaster
risk @ssessment and management In the Verde Island Passage Marine Corridor.
The Commission shall ensure that the Plan Is completed within 120 days from
the éffectivity of this Order.

| SEC. 5. Funding. Strting 2008 and thereafter, the funding
requirements shall be Included in the General Appropriations Bill to be submitted
ry Conaress.

i All member-departments of the PC-ICDSCS and the TF-VIF are under
cibligation to fully support the acliviles by way of amtering Into appropriate
agreements, as well a@s shaning finencial and technical resources, among others,
+3 Support the Implementation of the SSME Conservation Plan.

E SEC. 6. Repenl. All executive orders, nules and regulations and other
(LS UBNCEs or parts thereof, which are Inconsistent with this Executive Order, are
~ereby revoked, amended, or madified accordingty,

SEC. 7. Separability. — Any portion or provision of this Executive Order
ihat 'maybe daciared unconstitutional shall net have the effect of nulifying 'ts
o1 het portions or provisions, as long as such remaining portions can stiil be given

iz
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" Section 8. Effectivity. ~ This Executive Order shall take effect fifteen
(15) day\' after its publ!cabon ina national newspaper of general circulation,

DONE In the City of Manna, this 8th day of anenbet in the year

@?C%urt.ord TonhousandandSbt

By the Presid_ént: =

EmjA R, ERMITA
Exbcuuve Secre&:ry ’




