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Republic of the Philippines , N i
Department of Environment and Natural Resources e S
s MIMAROPA REGION Sl ATS NO
e PROVINCIAL ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE T
T SEPA L i P e i

December 27, 2022

MEMORANDUM
FOR 3 The Regional Executive Director
DENR-R4, MIMAROPA,1515 L & S Building
Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila
Attention : OIC ARD for Technical Services
FROM : The Provincial Environment and
Natural Resources Officer
SUBJECT : POSITION PAPERS RE: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL

PROCLAMATION AS MILITARY RESERVATION OVER
KALAYAAN ISLAND GROUP

Forwarded for record and further evaluation is the memorandum of CENRO Puerto Princesa dated
November 29, 2022 attached the copy of Position Papers from the Palawan Council for Sustainable

Development (PCSD) and Office of the Municipality of Kalayaan on the proposed issuance of Presidential
Proclamation of the Department of National Defense.

Subject Position Paper is declaring the seven (7) islands in the Kalayaan Island Group as military
reservation.

ELIZARDO B. CAYA

TSD/RPS DRN 2022-11594/Imo e s :
DENR-PALAWAN
PENRO-RECORDS

RELEASED
37  DEC 217z 21 -35H
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
MIMAROPA Region
'OMMUNITY ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES OFFICE
PUERTO PRINCESA CITY
South National Highway, Bgy. Sta. Monica Puerto Princesa City
Email Address: cenropuertoprincesa@denr.gov.ph
Tel. Fax No.: (048) 433-0660

November 29, 2022

MEMORANDUM
FOR : The Regional Executive Director
DENR MIMAROPRA Region
1515 L & S Building, Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila
R PENRO
THRU . PENRO Palawan PDALEAI\VIV N REGD RDS
Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City
FROM : The OIC-CENRO Puerto Princesa
Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City
SUBJECT ; POSITION PAPERS RE: PROPOSED PRESIDENTIAL

PROCLAMATION AS MILITARY RESERVATION OVER
KALAYAAN ISLAND GROUP

Respectfully forwarded herewith is a copy of the Position Papers from the Palawan
Council for Sustainable Development (PCSD) and Office of the Municipal Mayor of the
Municipality of Kalayaan regarding the proposed issuance of Presidential Proclamation of the

Department of National Defense (DND) declaring seven (7) islands in the Kalayaan Island
Group as military reservation.

For record and further evaluation.

PEDRO A. ASCO

Cc: CENROFile
DRN-2022/RPS/*cpbm

NO-

DATE: /2- 2222
BY: T
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— Suny,

‘Republic oxr . Philippines
(Republic Act No. 7611)
PALAWAN COUNCIL FOR SUSTAINABLE DEVELOPMENT STAFF

Sports Complex Rd.. Brgy Sta. Monica, Puerto Princesa City, Palawan

DATE i April 26, 2022

TO 3 HON. JIM O. SAMPULNA, PhD
mm.w«mmmumm

FROM : ATTY. lmpmm S. MATTA
Executive Director, PCSDS
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mhov'enl;;dnm)l’hﬂm physical presence in the islands and features in the West
ppine Sea (WPS).
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security, politicll, economic - ve framework. Thig
compelling and highly priorit; w and environmental m:“;:c:‘.:.phy?
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an environ | impact assessment s well as its crucisl role in the subsequent stages of
be ‘.mmmwm&mwmmhmmmmof
Islands '

Together with the DND-AFP, the LGU-Kalayaan, DENR, BFAR, PCSD, and other
relevant government i &nuyhhmdm.m_m;bybﬁdmwem
ﬁwmnmm’wmmmwﬁmmmm
theWPSﬁpm-bothanﬂiulyuldﬂhmq Through this mechanism, these agencies
wmmwwmmwwmummmammolvm
the WPS for the interest of the country, Allhl'hyphymwmmmhrwnhmdw







]i Thousand and Twenty-Two,

The tract of land herein reserved shall be no,
‘ Occupation, entry and sale until again d i

; IN WITNESS WHEREOF,
| Republic of the Philippines to be affixeq

t DONE in the City of Manila, this

Respectﬁxuy submitted.




POSITION PAPER ON THE MATTER OF THE PROPOSED CONVERSION OF MYW INTO
A MILITARY RESERVATION |
THE PEOPLE OF THE MUNICIPALITY OF KALAYAAN, PALAWAN, THROUGH THEIR
DULY-ELECTED MAYOR, ROBERTO M. DEL MUNDO, MOST RESPECTFULLY si:mns THIS
POSITION PAPER TO THE REPUTABLE OFFICE OF THE DEPARTMENT OF NATIONAL
DEFENSE. ;

i

PREPARATORY STATEMENT

The people of Kalayaan, Palawan wish to convey their apprehensive sentiment that
their way of life may somehow be continuously subjected to possible restn tions should
the proposal to convert the municipality into a military reservation materiplizes. As the
two government entities differ in management viewpoint, the civilian residents of the
municipality may not comprehend the management perspective of the military.

BRIEF HISTORY

|

On June 11, 1978, the late Ferdinand E. Marcos issued Presidential Decree 1596,

providing for the creation of the Municipality of Kalayaan, describing it a$ a distinct and
separate municipality of the Province of Palawan. !

Section 2 of the aforementioned PD 1596 provides that pending the election of its
regular officials and during the period of emergency as declared in Proclamation No. 1081,
the administration and government of the area shall be vested in the Secrefary of National
Defense or such officers of the Armed Forces of the Philippines may be desiknated.

Despite those provisions, a number of municipal mayors had beJ\ appointed to
manage the civilian activities, especially in terms of development until such time a regular
election was officially held in Kalayaan. The first recorded regular local elettion conducted
in Kalayaan was on May 11, 1992, wherein Hon. Gil P. Policarpio emergied as the first
duly-elected Municipal Mayor and Hon. Lazaro S. Del Rio as the duly-elected Municipal

Vice Mayor along with the eight (8) Sangguniang Bayan members. Th‘s exercise of
suffrage, in effect, revoked Section 2 of PD 1596 thus, civilian rule commenges.

fi
One of the most important reasons for our territorial claim over thQL Kalayaan Group

of islands (KIC) is the presence of a civilian population on Pag-asa island. The municipality
is endeavoring with exerted efforts coupled with the outpouring suppoft of the national
government. To enhance the presence of the civillan community, the late mayor Rosendo
L. Mantes who was elected in 2001, ventured into the modern ‘Noah’s Ark’. Through his
initiative, the first Human Settiement Program was launched in 2003 wh";rein hundreds of

people were brought to Kalayaan. Those people were provided with their basic needs -
livestock, chicken, goats, swine, agricultural materials such as garden soil, vegetable
p!an;'s‘; orsr;emental plants, fruit-bearing seedlings, and other , Materials, and
supplies solely for the purpose of making the island a habitable ‘ civilian
citizens and the military. | chicsint
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Thenceforth, the Local Government of Kalayaan, Pa'lawan h'as bepphebn:q:r:ege d%
residents to stay on the island and enjoy the comfort of ben.ng provided with Das
and some livelihood opportunities, including rest and recreation. |
!
| nsive
To further strengthen the development of Kalayaan, the % Com;:ri:!hzf o
Development Plan (CDP) is continually being implemented following the capP y oibei
municipality. Subsequently, a nine-year Comprehensive Lanfi l:\se Plan (CLUP) wa hire
formulated and it has been approved by the Palawan Provincial Board § February enst)
wherein the aspirations of its people and the development thrust of the N:}cal governm
are founded. k

i

FACTUAL AND LEGAL BASES i
The Philippine Constitution provides a definitive assurance under Sr'kction 3 Article Il
that civilian authority is, AT ALL TIMES, supreme over the military thus, the proposal of

converting the entire Kalayaan into a military reservation is vehemently’: a constitutional
violation.

The United Nations Convention of the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) wis conceptualized
to pave the way for the demilitarization of various islands that are militatily occupied. The
adoption of the UNCLOS in 1982 and the signing of the Tripartite Agreement on March 14,
2005, for Joint Marine Seismic Undertaking in the Agreement in the Sduth China Sea in
Manila between claimant countries, namely the Philippines, China, and Metnam support

the position of the municipality of Kalayaan in maintaining and harmofizing the civilian
presence on the island. '

The Municipality of Kalayaan is still being contested by China everﬁ today. This is the
very reason why the strengthening of civilian presence is of major coancern. Thus, the
national government, through the Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic *sources (BFAR),
continued what Mayor Mantes started - initiating another Settlement Development
Program to ensure the sustainability of the civilian community.

»

Currently, the Strategic Development Plan for Kalayaan was ioindy formulated and
has been approved since August 2020 by the inter-agency Task Force - Kalayaan Island

Group - Technical Working Committee (IATF-KIG - TWC) composed of different agencies, to
wit: ;

. Bureau of Fisheries and Aquatic Resources - Provincial F is*rew Office;
. Municipal Government of Kalayaan; !
. Naval Forces West (NFW);

- Naval intelligence Coordinating Agency (NICA); i
- Palawan Council for Sustainable Development Staff (PCSDS);

- Philippine Coast Guard - 4 the Coast Guard District - Pa .'
- Peace and Order Program- Provincial Government of Pa ar;.
- Tactical Operations Wing - West (TOW-West); and |

. Western Command.
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These collaborative efforts signify mutual ¢ tion, and
: oordination,

cooperation between the local government, the military and'

developing Kalayaan and protecting our sovereignty. 5
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PRAYER

NOW, THEREFORE, |, ROBERTO M. DEL MUNDO, Mayor of t 1: Municipality of
Kalayaan, Province of Palawan with the full support of the Sanggu Bayan, and on
behalf of the people of Kalayaan, strongly and profoundly seeking the nevolence of the
Department of National Defense to withdraw their intention in deqaring the entire

Kalayaan under military reservation.

May this humble and noble representation of our position on this/matter merit the
full consideration of Secretary Jose Faustino, Jr. of the National Defe*\se and with the
intervention of His Excellency Ferdinand R. Marcos, Jr. j

ROBERTO M. DEL MUNDO‘
Munigipal Mayor




