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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources

s MIMAROPA Region
%Tw Provincial Environment and Natural Resources Office
May 23, 2023
MEMORANDUM
FOR : The Regional Executive Director
DENR by the Bay, L&S Bldg.,
Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila
FROM ' The OIC, PENRO
Oriental Mindoro
SUBJECT : LETTER OF VICE MAYOR REYNALDO A. MARCO,

MUNICIPALITY OF BACO, ORIENTAL MINDORO
RE: SANGGUNIANG BAYAN RESOLUTION
/KAPASYAHAN NO. 65-2023, REQUEST FOR THE
NON- EXECUTION/IMPLEMENTATION OF THE
TREE CUTTING PERMIT NO. DENR-CENRO-
CENRO-SOCORRO-2023-001 OVER THIRTY EIGHT
(38) TREES ALONG VILLAR AND LEUTERIO
CERBULO STREETS, BARANGAY POBLACION,
BACO, ORIENTAL MINDORO (E-2023-107570)

In connection with the letter of Reynaldo A. Marco, vice mayor of
municipality of Baco, Oriental Mindoro requesting for revocation of Approved
Tree Cuting Permit No. 223-001, be informed that the CENRO Socorro cannot
cancel the herein Approved Tree Cutting Permit since there is no violation as
ground for cancellation of the said tree cutting permit.

Per scrutiny of the herein documents, it was disclosed that the Sangguniang
Bayan Resolution No. 65-2023 is considered null and void for the fact that said
SB Resolution is solely signed by the Vice Mayor without concurrence
affirmation of the Sangguniang Bayan Officials (Please see attached copy).

Presently, the permittee had cut twenty six (26) trees of mahogany and
Acacia species. Prior to cutting operations, a signage was installed within the
cutting are and the proponent used a registered chainsaw in felling the standing
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trees. Moreover, the cutting operation was closely monitored by two (2) Forest
Rangers assigned within the said patrol sector.

For your information and record.

ALA ALLLE

L
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May 10, 2023

MEMORANDUM

FOR : The Regional Executive Director
1515 L&S Bldg., Roxas Blvd., Ermita, Manila

ATTENTION : The OIC, Assistant Regional Director for Technical Services

THRU : The OIC, PENR Officer
Suqui, Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro

FROM : The CENR Officer
Socorro, Oriental Mindoro

SUBJECT : LETTER OF VICE MAYOR REYNALDO A. MARCO,
MUNICIPALITY OF BACO, ORIENTAL MINDORO RE:
SANGGUNIANG BAYAN RESOLUTION / KAPASYAHAN NO.
65-2023, REQUEST FOR THE NON-
EXECUTION/IMPLEMENTATION OF TREE CUTTING
PERMIT NO. DENR-CENRO-SOCORRO-2023-001 OVER
THRITY-EIGHT (38) TREES ALONG VILLAR AND
LEUTERIO CERBULO STREETS, BRGY. POBLCION, BACO
ORIENTAL MINDORO [E-2023-107570]

This pertains to the above-mentioned subject received by this office on May 08, 2023
with an order to submit comments and recommendations on the matter within five (5) working
days upon receipt thereof to serve as basis for further action.

Please be informed that this office stand by its decision and recommendation not to
recall or cancel Tree Cutting Permit No. DENR-CENRO-Socorro-2023-00 because of the
following reasons:

First, as explained in a Reply Letter to the 8888-Complaint of the Vice-Mayor’s Office,
Baco, Oriental Mindoro dated 28 March 2023, the Local Government Unit (LGU) of Baco,
represented by Mayor Allan A. Roldan, complied with all the conditions set forth in the subject
tree cutting permit hence, there is no ground to recall or cancel it.

Copy of the said Reply Letter is attached hereto as Annex “A”.

Second, it should be emphasized that the SB Resolution/Kapasyahan No. 65-2023
invoked by the Vice-Mayor’s Office, “asking for the deferment of the cutting permit until such
time that the Sangguniang Bayan has concluded the presence of danger,” is disputable.

The authority to determine presence of danger as regards issuance of tree cutting permit
for trees posing danger to human lives, limbs and/or property in public places is well within

Pasi II, Socorro, Oriental Mindoro 5207
Tel No. (043) 285-7068; Email: cenrosocorro@denr.gov.ph
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the jurisdiction of the CENR Office and nof with the Sangguniang Bayan. DENR
Administrative Order No. 2022-10 or “Revised DENR Manual of Authorities on technical
Matters,” provides that:

SUBJECT: LICENSES, PATENTS AND DEEDS
Cutting/Harvesting Permits
ACTIVITY LIMITS OF APPROVING/ISSUING
AUTHORITY AUTHORITY
XXX
4. Issuance of Tree | Trees affected within | Community
Cutting Permit for | plaza, public parks, school | Environment and
trees posing | premises, or any other | Natural Resources
danger to human | public places, or along | Officer (CENRO) /
lives, limbs and/or | common areas in | PENRO in the case of
property in public | subdivisions implementing
places PENRO/RED in the case
of NCR!

XXX

In the situation at hand, it was confirmed by that the eight (8) pieces of Rain Tree
(Acacia) and thirty (30) pieces of Mahogany are indeed posing danger to human lives, limbs
and/or property leading to the issuance of Tree Cutting Permit No. DENR-CENRO-Socorro-
2023-00.

It is also worthy to note that Kapasyahan No. 65-2023 was signed solely by Vice-
Mavyor Revnaldo A. Marco without concurrence of the municipal councilors.

Third, per Monitoring Report of the concerned personnel dated May 08, 2023, only
twenty-six (26) were cut out of the thirty-eight (38) trees covered by permit. The remaining
twelve (12) trees along the fence of Villar School were only trimmed due to the offsetting of
involved project design.

Copy of the said Monitoring Report is attached hereto as Annex “B”.

Finally, the subject of this Memorandum has been accommodated and answered
repeatedly by this office for numerous times. Yet, the issue on the involved tree cutting permit
is unceasing as it is seemingly affected by political issues between the incumbent Mayor and
Vice-Mayor of Baco, Oriental Mindoro.

For information, reference, and instruction, if any.

RO

! Emphasis supplied.

Pasi II, Socorro, Oriental Mindoro 5207
Tel No. (043) 285-7068; Email: cenrosocorro@denr.gov.ph
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28 March 2023

Vice-Mayor's Office
Baco, Oriental Mindoro
lgubaco@gmail com

Greetings,

This pertains to the email you sent to DENR 888 Hotline received by this office on 27
March 2023 and documents you submitted on 23 March 2023.

Based on the foregoing, the factual circumstances are as follows:

1 On 21 March 2023, the Office of the Sangguniang Bayan of Baco, Oriental Mindoro
promulgated Kapasyahan Blg. 65-2023, “lsang kapasyahan na humihiling sa
punumbayan ng Baco Kgg Allan A. Roldan na maipagpaliban ang pagputol sa
tatlumpu’t walong (38) puno sa kahabaan ng Villar Street at Leuterio Cerbulo Street,
Barangay Poblacion, Baco, Oriental Mindoro,” duly signed by Vice-Mayor Reynaldo
A. Marco and Hon. Clemen A. Bautista;

The purpose of this resolution is to request for the deferment of the execution of Tree
Cutting Permit No. DENR-CENRO-Socorro-2023-001;

o

In response thereto, Mayor Allan A. Roldan penned a Letter dated 22 March 2023
denying the request of Vice-Mayor Marco and Hon. Bautista unless a restraining order
or recall of the Tree Cutting Permit is issued; and

3. This office received accordingly a Letter from the Office of the Sangguniang Bayan
of Baco dated 23 March 2023 with the sole signature of Vice-Mayor Marco
“requesting this office to defer or recall the mentioned Tree Cutling Permit’™,

As stated in the Letter of Vice-Mayor Marco addressed to this office:

xxx (T)he SB is hopeful that there is still a recourse to defer
the cutting of the trees as purported herein, at least until
such time that the SB has concluded the presence of danger
in cutting all the Thirty-Eight (38) trees along the Villar
Street and Cerbulo Street.' The reason therefor is anchored
on the provision of the Local Government Code of 1991
XXX

Copy of “Malasakit para sa Kalikasan Concerned Citizens Baco Oriental Mindoro™
with signatures is also attached thereto.

! Emphasts supplied

Past 11, Socorro, Onental Mindoro
Email cenrosocorroadenr gov ph com
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DISCUSSION OF ISSUES AND EXPLANATION

Roldan on 02 February 2023

This office received the Letter Request of Mayor
Janted trees along Cerbulo Street

requesting for the issuance of Tree C utting Permit as regards p,
and Villar Street in Baco, citing reasons below:
a The dried leaves and branches are falling and

accumulated at the roof of RHU building and
Gymnasium of Benito R. Villar Memorial School

causing rusts to galvanized iron sheets;

b. Major cracks on Portland Cement Concrete Pavement
along Villar Street;

An obstruction to the relocation of Old Municipal
Building (Heritage),

dAn obstruction to the proposed construction of drainage
canal;

An obstruction to the proposed construction of
Gymnasium; and

g

f  An obstruction to the electric transmission line.
The concerned personnel conducted investigation, inspection of the area, and inventory
of the trees on 07 February 2023 — an indispensable procedure prior to the issuance of Tree
Cutting Permit.

As a result thereof, it was confirmed that the eight (8) pieces of Rain Tree (Acacia)

and thirty (30) pieces of Mahogany are indeed posing danger to human lives, limbs and/or
property. This fact coupled with submission of all documentary requirements, are the
bases for the issuance of Tree Cutting Permit No. DENR-CENRO-Socorro-2023-001

which, respectfully, is well within the authority and jurisdiction of this office.

DENR Administrative Order No. 2022-10 or “Revised DENR Manual of Authorities

on technical Matters,” provides that:

T_ SUBJECT: LICENSES, PATENTS AND DEEDS

L Cutting/Harvesting Permits
‘ ACTIVITY LIMITS OF APPROVING/ISSUING
AUTHORITY AUTHORITY

! XXX "

4 Issuance of Tree| Trees affected within | Community

plaza, public parks, school | Environment and
premises, or any other | Natural Resources
public places, or along | Officer (CENRO) /
PENRO in the case of

|

| Cutting Permit for
,i trees posing
| danger to human
, lives, limbs and/or

Past I, Socorro, Onental Mindoro
Emal cenrosocorrorddenr gov.ph.com
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property in public ' common areas in | implementing ‘
places " subdivisions | PENRO/RED in the case
I A — NCR? |
XXX

Since Tree Cutting Permit No. DENR-CENRO-Socorro-2023-001 was issued in
favor of the Local Government Unit (LGU) of Baco, represented by Mayor Roldan, and in
comphance with law, it cannot be recalled or cancelled simply without grave violation of
the terms and conditions stated therein.

For your reference, the following are expressly indicated in the said permit:
XXX

The chainsaw that will be used in the felling/cutting
operations must be registered chainsaw issued by the
DENR pursuant to Republic Act (RA) No. 9175 and its
implementing rules and regulations under DENR
Administrative Order (DAO) 2003-24 dated June 20, 2023;

Issues that will arise from the tree cutting should be
addressed directly by the permittee;

Prior to trec cutting operations, a placard or signboard
measuring 4°x8 shall be installed within the cutting area
informing the public that the tree cutting operation is
authorized by the DENR and indicating the name of the
permittee, the purpos(e) of tree cutting and the number of
tree to be cut;

Consistent with the Memorandum Order No. 2012-02 dated
05 November 2012 known as “Uniform Replacement Ratio
for Cut or (R)elocated Trees”, the permittee is required to
replace each tree to be cut with fifty (50) seedlings or a total
of one thousand nine hundred (1,900) seedlings, all
preferably of indigenous species with at least one meter in
height to be donated by the permittee to CENRO Socorro
in support to the National Greening Program (NGP) and
Climate Change initiatives of the Government.

XXX

Per investigation and review of records, LGU Baco observed all the mentioned
terms and conditions.

First, the chainsaw they are using in the felling/cutting operations are duly registered
with this office.

* Emphasss supplied

Pasi 11, Socorro, Oniental Mndoro
Email eenrosocorro@dens gov ph com
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Second, a placard or signboard was installed in the cutting arca for public information.

Third, LGU Baco donated 1,900 Narra seedlings and were duly received by this office '
on 21 February 2023 |

There being no violation, there is no ground to recall/cancel Tree Cutting Permit
No. DENR-CENRO-Socorro-2023-001.

This office greatly appreciates your concern and report. Rest assured that we are with
you in protecting trees and forests more so, fighting against any environmental crimes.

We hope we are able to provide clarification on the matter.

Yours in conservation of the environment,

CENR Officer

Pas 11, Socorro. Onental Mindoro
Finml cenrosocorro’d dent gov ph com
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May 8, 2023
MEMORANDUM
FOR : The CENR Officer
THRU - The Chief, MES
FROM : The Undersigned Personnel
SUBJECT MONITORING REPORT ON THE CUTTING OF MAHOGANY

AND ACACIA TREES REQUESTED BY THE MUNICIPALITY OF
BACO REPRESENTED BY MAYOR ALLAN ROLDAN LOCATED
AT BACO, ORIENTAL MINDORO

In connection with the above-cited subject, the undersigned personnel conducted

monitoring and geo-tagging on the cutting of Mahogany and Acacia trees requested by the
Municipality of Baco represented by Mayor Allan Roldan located at Baco, Oriental Mindoro.

During our monitoring from the thirty-eight (38) Mahogany and Acacia trees with
cutting permit only twenty six (26) were cut. The remaining twelve trees along the fence of
Villar School were not cut but trimmed which serves as shade of the school.

Attached are geo-tagged pictures during the cutting of said trees and approved cutting

permit.

For his information and record

ELC . MONTERO ARNALDO @ PUDIQUET
Forest Ranger ' Forest Ranger

Pasi, Socorro, Oriental Mindoro
Contact Nos.: 288-5517 Email: cenrosocorro_orientalmin@yahoo.com
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Geo tagged pictures during the actual monitoring of cutting of 26 pieces of MJ}'Aogany and Accia (Rain
tree). ‘

Pasi, Socorro, Oriental Mindoro ‘
Contact Nos.: 288-5517 Email: cenrosocorro _orientalmin@yahoo.com
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