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MEMORANDUM
FOR :  The Regional Executive Director

DENR MIMAROPA
THRU : The OIC, ARD for Technical Services

DENR MIMAROPA
FROM : The OIC, PENR Officer

Oriental Mindoro
SUBJECT :  SUBMISSION OF MINUTES OF INFORMATION EDUCATION

AND COMMUNICATION (IEC) CAMPAIGN WITH FOREST
COMMUNITIES AT BARANGAY MAHABANG PARANG,
NAUJAN, ORIENTAL MINDORO

v

Submitted is the minutes of the Information, Education and Communication (IEC)
campaign with forest communities held at Barangay Mahabang Parang, Naujan, Oriental
Mindoro on February 23, 2023 spearheaded by CENRO Socorro.

A total of 41 participants attended the said IEC campaign. Among the participants were
Sitio Leaders, Barangay Officials, MENRO of Naujan LGU, and representatives from PNP-
Naujan. Following topics were discussed to the participants:

a) State of Philippine Forest;

b) Revised Forestry Code of the Philippines as amended by EO 277 and further

amended by RA 7161;
c) Republic Act 9175 “Chainsaw Act of 2002 ”; and
d) Guidelines for Issuance of Tree Cutting Permit.

To further clarify the discussion, an open forum was conducted to address the questions
from the participants. Attached are the geo-tagged photos and attendance sheets of the IEC
campaign.

For information and record.
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Republic of the Philippines

Department of Environment and Natural Resources
MIMAROPA Region

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office

February 28, 2023
MEMORANDUM _
DENR-MIiMAROPA REGION
FOR The Regional Executive Director r "“NUL"l*N‘V"“OCN‘l;(° v”,‘:
1515 & S Bldg. Roxas Boulevard, Ermita, Manila “_ o Ly
- _...,.»_,A_..‘.SQ:%, ‘ﬁfé—-.
THRU The OIC-PENR Officer b AR0-2-2028———
Calapan City, Oriental Mindoro
FROM The CENR Officer
SUBJECT SUBMISSION OF MINUTES OF INFORMATION EDUCATION

AND COMMUNICATION (IEC) CAMPAIGN WITH FOREST
COMMUNITIES AT BARANGAY MAHABANG PARANG,
NAUJAN, ORIENTAL MINDORO

We are pleased to submit the minutes of IEC campaign conducted on February 23, 2023
at Brgy. Mahabang Parang, Naujan, Oriental Mindoro.

The invited participants were Sitio Leaders, Barangay Officials, selected Forest
Occupants, Municipal Environment and Natural Resources (MENRO) of LGU Naujan and
representatives from the Naujan Municipal Police Station. A total of 41 participants (19 male
and 22 female) had attended the said IEC campaign.

The participants were informed of the following:

a)
b)

c)
d)

State of the Philippine Forest;

Revised Forestry Code of the Philippines as amended by EO 277 and further
amended by RA 7161;

Republic Act 9175 “Chainsaw Act of 20027,

Guidelines for the Issuance of Tree Cutting Permit

Attached are minutes of the IEC campaign, geo-tagged photos, and attendance sheet.
This documents serve as our MOV under the target Menu 5.1 Involvement of Forest
Communities in Forest Protection Works.

For information and record.
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Republic of the Philippines
Department of Environment and Natural Resources
g MIMAROPA Region

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office

MINUTES OF INFORMATION EDUCATION CAMPAIGN
WITH FOREST OCCUPANTS
February 23, 2023
Barangay Mahabang, Naujan, Oriental Mindoro

L OPENING PROGRAM

The IEC was conducted by Monitoring and Enforcement Section (MES) led by
the Chief, Monitoring and Enforcement Section (MES), Ricardo R. Natividad
together with other MES personnel. The invited participants were Sitio Leaders,
Barangay Officials and selected Forest Occupants. A total of 41 participants (19
male and 22 female) had attended the said meeting. The Municipal Environment
and Natural Resources (MENRO) Melvin Bacay and representatives from the
Naujan Municipal Police Station had also attended. The meeting started at 9:00
o’clock in the morning with an opening prayer followed by singing of Philippine
National Anthem and roll call of the participants. Part of the IEC is the distribution
of IEC materials such as flyers, posters and signboards containing some relevant
information and services of this office.

a. Welcome Remarks

Barangay Captain, Andy Kalaw welcomed the participants as well as the
DENR personnel, MENRO and the PNP personnel in their Barangay. He was
very happy for choosing their Barangay for such IEC meeting to bring
awareness among the communities on the importance of the Forest and how to
protect it.

b. Message

Chief MES, Ricardo R. Natividad expressed his gratitude to all the
participants for attending the IEC meeting and he hopes for a better partnership
with the Barangay officials in terms of Environmental Protection.

MENRO Melvin Bacay also expressed his gratitude to the DENR for
inviting and involving the LGU in such IEC activities. He said that the office of
the MENRO will do their best they could contribute in the Environmental
Protection.

PLT Julian Cuarteros also expressed his gratitude in behalf of their PNP
Chief for inviting them and had the opportunity to discuss the Republic Act
9262 or the Anti-Violence against Women and their Children.
1L OBJECTIVES

a. To educate Sitio Leaders, Barangay Officials and selected Forest Occupants on
selected ENR Laws.
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IIL

PRESENTATION AND DISCUSSION

. State of the Philippine Forest

Forester II, Leonida Mindaros presented and discussed the State of the
Philippine Forest and the scenario in Oriental Mindoro. She discussed what is Forest
and its importance. She said that Forest is the main source of food especially for the
Indigenous Peoples, source of water not only for the upland communities but also
for the lowland and this water can also generate electricity thru construction of
hydro power. She mentioned that there are two (2) hydropower under the
Jurisdiction of CENRO-Socorro: (1) Catuiran Hydro power located at Barangays of
Banuton, Malvar and Balite in the municipality of Naujan and (2) Ormin Power in
San Teodoro. She also said that Forest serves as carbon sink. It absorbs greenhouse
gases in the atmosphere.

Forester Mindaros mentioned that the Philippine Forest is among the most
diverse in the world but also among the most endangered (nanganganib). She
presented those biodiversity that can only be seen in the country (endemic).

She presented the map showing the rapid loss of Forest cover from 1900 to
2010. She mentioned the top causes of Deforestation in our country such as
corporate large scale mining, massive forest conversion, illegal logging by legal
licensees and non-licensees and unsustainable forest management. She said that the
declining trend on forest cover is very alarming that needs immediate and long-term
solution that encompasses from ridge-to reef approach. She said that their IEC
activity is part of the solution that brings awareness to the communities on the status
of our Forest and how to take care for this natural resources. She encourage the
participants to take part of the solution.

Forester Mindaros also discussed some Government actions on the massive
Forest Deforestation:

1. Declaring a moratorium on the cutting and harvesting of timber in the
natural and residual forests and creating the anti-illegal logging task
force (EO 23). Total ban on the cutting and harvesting in natural and
residual forests throughout the country. She mentioned that they had
organized and created Oriental Mindoro Sagip Kalikasan Task Force
(SAKAL) in support to the Governments call to protect our remaining
forest. She mentioned the members of the task force are NBI, PNP,
Philippine Army, MENRO and ABC president of the municipality
under the jurisdiction of CENRO Socorro.

2. Continuous apprehension of illegally cut/transported forest products,
filling of case and closure of wood processing plants. She said that the
PNP are very active when it comes to apprehension of illegal lumbers.

3. Implementation of National Greening Program (EO 26 and 193). She
encourage the Barangay to conduct tree planting activities in the public
land or even in the riverbanks in support to the greening program.

She also presented the scenario in Oriental Mindoro. She presented the land
classification, Forestland distribution, Forest cover in area, Forest condition and the
causes of Deforestation. She mentioned the major causes of deforestation in
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Oriental Mindoro such as timber poaching, charcoal making, forest fire and slash
and burn agriculture and being the primary government agency in protecting and
conserving our natural resources she urged the participants to help them in their
mandate.

- Revised Forestry Code of the Philippines as amended by EO 277 and further
amended by RA 7161

Legal Researcher, Sherlyn A. Layesa presented and discussed the Presidential
Decree P.D. 705 its purpose, rationale and amendments as well as the criminal
offenses, penalties and some related laws.

She presented and discussed in details the following offenses and its penalties:

1) Cutting, Gathering and/or Collecting Timber, or Other Forest Products
Without License [includes illegal possession of forest products] (Section
77),

2) Unlawful Occupation or Destruction of Forest Lands and Grazing Lands
[includes kaingin making] (Section 78);

3) Pasturing Livestock Without Authority in Forest Lands, Grazing Lands,
and Undisposed Alienable and Disposable Lands (Section 79);

4) Illegal Occupation of National Parks Systems and Recreation Areas and
Vandalism Therein (Section 80);

5) Destruction of Wildlife Resources (Section 81);

6) Survey by Unauthorized Person (Section 82);

7) Misclassification and Survey by Government Official or Employee
(Section 83);

8) Issuance of Tax Declaration by any Public Officer or Employee without
a Certification from the Director of Forest Development and Director of
Lands (Section 84);

9) Coercion and Influence of Public Officer or Employee (section 85);

10) Unlawful Possession of Implements and Devices Used by Forest
Officers (Section 86);

11) Failure or Refusal to Pay, Collect or Remit Forest Charges (Section 87);

12) Sale of Wood Products without Compliance to Grading Rules and
Standards (Section 88,

She also discussed the meaning of Forest Products and the term Permit as
defined in PD 705 as well as the general rule in the issuance of tree cutting permit
which states that Tree Cutting Permit is required prior to cutting and possession of
timber/lumber from any public or private land. Otherwise, she said that the act is
illegal under PD 705, as amended but there are also exceptions like on the following
circumstances:

1. Cutting of trees/timber found within a duly registered private tree
plantation (CTPO/PLTP) pursuant to DENR Memorandum Circular 97-
09;

2. Trimming, pruning, cutting, or clearing activities for tall growing plants
within the power line corridor — the owner or operator of the power lines
need not secure prior clearance or permit from DENR but must give due
notice to DENR or PCA, as the case may be, concerned LGUs s, and other
relevant government agencies pursuant to Section 7 in relation to
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Section 12, RA 11361 or "Anti-Obstruction of Power Lines Act", but
see FMB Technical Bulletin for 69 kV to 500 kV, cutting permit is
required); and

Indigenous people with similar factual circumstances pursuant to
Diosdado Sama Y Hinupas and Bandy Masanglay Y Aceveda,
Petitioners v. People of the Philippines, Respondent, G.R. No. 224469,
05 January 2021. Lazaro-Javier, J. En Banc. She further explained by
presenting the facts, the issue and the ruling of this case.

She further discussed the prohibition on the issuance cutting permit in the
following:

L.

2

Mangroves (Section 43, PD 705 in relation to DENR administrative
Order No. 15-90); and

Naturally growing or planted trees of any kind, flowering or ornamental
plants and shrubs, or plants of scenic, aesthetic and ecological values,
along public roads, in plazas, parks other than national parks, school
premises or in any other public ground or place, or on banks of rivers or
creeks, or along roads in land subdivisions or areas therein for the
common use of the owners of lots therein, or any species of vegetation
or forest cover found therein shall, be punished with imprisonment for
not less than six months and not more than two years, or a fine of not
less than five hundred pesos and not more than five thousand pesos, or
with both such imprisonment and fine at the discretion of the court:
Except when public safety requires but with prior approval from DENR.
(Section 3, PD 953 or “Requiring the Planting of Trees in Certain Places
and Penalizing Unauthorized Cutting, Destruction, Damaging and
Injuring of Certain Trees, Plants and Vegetation”

In addition, she elaborated the classification of lands of the public domain
pursuant to Section 3, Article XII of 1987 constitution and further explained Forest
Lands, Public Forest, Permanent Forest or Forest Reserves and Forest Reservations
pursuant to PD 705.

¢. Chainsaw Act

Legal Researcher, Sherlyn A. Layesa presented and discussed R.A. 9175
“Chainsaw Act of 2002” He explained the following:

YVVVVVVVVVVYVY

Basic Policy of the State and Objectives

Overview of the Process

Definition of Chainsaw

Permit to Purchase

Permit to Sell, Re-sell, Dispose, Distribute, or Transfer
Authority to Lease, Rent, or Lend

Certificate of Registration and Renewal

Penal Provisions

Confiscation of Chainsaw

Revocation or Recall of Registration, Permit, or Authority
Reward
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She discussed who are the persons authorized to manufacture, sell and import
chainsaws, persons authorized to purchase, transfer the ownership, import,
manufacture, distribute, and/or sell, re-sell chainsaws and persons authorized to own,
possess and use chainsaws. She also enumerated and discussed in details the
requirements in securing permit to purchase, permit to sell, re-sell, dispose, distribute
or transfer ownership and in securing Certificate of Registration as well as the
requirements for renewal of Certificate of Registration.

She also discussed the some penal provisions under this law:

In Section 12.1 “Selling, purchasing, reselling, Iransferring, distribution or
possessing a chainsaw without a proper permit” the penalty is imprisonment of four
(4) years, two (2) months and one (1) day to six (6) years, fine of not less than 15,000.00
t0 30,000.00 depends on the discretion of the court and the Chainsaw will be confiscated
in favor of the government.

In Section 12.2 “unlawful importation or manufacturing of chainsaw” the penalty
is imprisonment of not less than one (1) month but not more than six (6) months and
fine not less than 1,000.00 to 4,000.00.

In Section 12.3 “Tampering of Engine Serial number” Imprisonment of not less
than one (1) month nor more than six (6) months and fine of not less than Php 1,000.00
nor more than Php 4,000.00.

In Section 12.4 “Actual Unlawful use of Chainsaw” Any person who is found to
be in possession of a chainsaw and uses the same to cut trees and timber in forest land
or elsewhere except as authorized by the Department shall be penalized with
imprisonment of six (6) years and one (1) day to eight (8) years or a fine of not less than
Thirty Thousand Pesos (P30,000.00) but not more than Fifty Thousand Pesos
(P50,000.00) or both at the discretion of the court without prejudice to being prosecuted
for a separate offense that may have been simultancously committed. The chainsaw
unlawfully used shall likewise be confiscated in favor of the government.

She also discussed those Chainsaw subject for confiscation (Judicial and
Administrative) pursuant to Section 13 and 14. She also mentioned of the Reward under
Section 15 but as of the date, there are no individuals claimed a reward to CENRO
Socorro. She encouraged the participants to buy Chainsaws only in authorized dealer
of DENR to register their chainsaw easily.

d. Guidelines for the Issuance of Tree Cutting Permit

Forester Kevin L. Corpuz, presented and discussed the DAO 2021-11 also known
as “Guidelines in the processing and issuance of permits for the cutting, removal and
relocation of naturally growing trees”. He explained some terms such as Development
Plan, Earth-balling Permit, Forest Charges, Forest Lands, Naturally-Grown trees,
Planted Trees, Private Land, Special/Private Land Timber Permit (S/PLTP), Special
Tree Cutting Permit (STCP), Special Tree Cutting and/or Earth-Balling Permit
(STC/EP, Tree Inventory and Utilization plan.

He also discussed the requirements for the issuance of Tree Cutting Permit for
Naturally Grown Trees within private lands and for the Naturally Grown tree/s within
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Public or Forest Lands. He reiterated the Issuing authority pursuant to Section 6 of DAO
2021-11 and the duration of the tree cutting permit which shall not exceed to one (H

year.

He explained the objectives of DAO 2020-18 also known as “Promoting tree
plantation development and liberalizing harvesting and transport of planted trees and
tree derivatives for inclusive growth and sustainable development”.

He further explained Section 6 of the said DAQ. “Planted Trees in Private
Land*, Private landowner shall follow these harvesting and transportation guidelines:

1)

2)

3)

4)

When private landowner will engage in tree plantation, he/ she shall
register said plantation to the nearest CENRO Office. No fees shall be
collected by the CENRO;

No tree cutting permit and Self-Monitoring Form (SMF) are required in
harvesting and transporting harvested logs from registered plantations.
Only Certification is issued;

For ease of transport, the logs and tree derivatives shall be accompanied
by the original copy of Certification stating that the products are from
the landowner’s private property. The Certification shall be displayed
prominently in the vehicle where the log and derivatives will be carried:
When the logs and tree derivatives will only be used inside the
landowner’s private property, no Certification shall be needed.

Forester Kevin mentioned the private tree plantation to be register are newly
established plantation, established plantation and even those matured plantation.

He also mentioned the requirements for the registration of private tree plantation
such as:

1.

2,

a2
> 4

Letter request of the landowner of his/her intension address to
CENRO Rodel M. Boyles;

BLGU and MLGU Certification stating “that there are planted trees
in the said private titled property;

Authenticated copy of title (Register of Deeds). If title is awarded by
the Department of Agrarian reform (DAR), secure certification from
DAR;

Tax Declaration.

VIL. OPEN FORUM

permit?

TANUNG SAGOT
Paano kapag isang puno Ing | Yes, Kailangan pa rin ng cutting permit kahit
ang puputulin at tanim iisa Ing ang puputulin na kahoy? Kaya
naman poi to, Kailangan pa | iniencouraga naming ang mga may tanim na
ba ito iapply ng cutting mga puno na iparehistro po sa opisina para mas

madali ang pagharvest ng mga ito. Hindi na
kelangan ng cutting permit. Inotify Ing ang
aming opisina kapag mgpuputol na para from
time to time mamonitor naming kung doon
talaga sa pinarehistro ang mga pinuputol.
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Bakit po kelangan ng Titulo
sa pag-apply ng cutting
permit?

Para malaman naming kung ang mga puno na
nirerequest niyo ay sa tituladong lupa niyo
talaga.

Magkano po ang bayad sa
pagpapapermit ng naturally
grown trees sa loob ng
tituladong lupa?

Ito ay may Forest Charges depende sa kahoy na
puputulin at kung gaano karami ang volume
nito. Halimbawa ang Narra ay 3,000.00 pesos
per board feet. Ang Forest Charges na
binabayaran ay pumapasok sa cavan ng bayan.
May resibo po ito at sa opisina Ing po kayo
magbabayad.

Paano kung ang punong
puputilin ay nagdudulot ng
pangamba sa siguridad at
buhay ng tao,
kinakailangan pa rin bang
kumuha ng tree cutting
permit?

Opo, kailangan pa rin. Pero kung andiyan na
talaga yung panganib, urgent, at wala nang
pagkakataon na makipagugnayan sa DENR, i-
document nang maayos ang sitwasyon at
pagkatapos ay agad mag-report sa DENR.

Bilang paglilinaw, kailangan talaga ng tree
cutting permit kahit na ang punong puputilin ay
nagdudulot ng pangamba sa siguridad at buhay
ng tao dahil as much as possible, gusto munang
tingan ng mga personnel ng DENR ang estado
ng puno bago ito payagang putulin dahil kung
may iba naman na solusyon bukod sa pagputol
ng puno, yon ang mas pipiliin.

Paano kung ang chainsaw
ay i-dinonate sa barangay,
pwede ba itong ma-irehistro
ng barangay?

Opo, pwede. Base sa DAO 2003-24, isa ang
mga ahensya ng gobyerno sa maaring
magkaroon at magparehistro ng chainsaw.

Pero dapat siguraduhin na ang chainsaw na
tatanggapin ng barangay ay well documented o
may kaukulang permiso mula sa DENR ang
bumili at pinagbilhan nito. Dahil para makapag-
apply ng Certificate of Registration of
Chainsaw, ang mga dokumentong ito ay
required o hinihingi ng aming opisina.

Gaano po karaming puno
ang kinakailangan para ma-
rehistro ang lupain bilang
tree plantation?

At least fifty (50) pong puno. Kasama po sa
bilang o kinokonsider ang mga bagong tanim
maging fruit-bearing trees.

Paano po kung yung mga
puno ay matatagpuan sa
iab’t ibang lupain na
pagmamay-ari ng iisang
tao? Paano po ang pag-
paparehistro noon?

Kada-isang titulo po ay isang Certificate of Tree
Plantation Ownership o Private Timber Land
Permit ang iniisyu ng aming opisina. Pero kung
magkakalapit po ang mga lupa o adjacent to each
other, isang registration fee lamang po ang
kinakailangang bayaran.
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VIII. CLOSING PROGRAM

Forester Leonida Mindaros ended the program by giving her heartfelt
appreciation to all the participants led by Brgy. Chairman, Andy Kalaw for their
active participation. She wishes for a collaborative and continues partnership in
when it comes to Environmental Protection.

The IEC meeting was ended at around 3:00 PM.

Prepared by:

o

LEONIDA A. MINDAROS
Forester 11

Noted by:

RODE ¢
CENR Officer
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Photos of food during the IEC meeting with forest occupants in Brgy. Mahabang Parang, Naujan,
Oriental Mindoro
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Geo-tagged photos during the IEC meeting with forest occupants in Brgy. Mahabang
Parang, Naujan, Oriental Mindoro
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Geo-tagged photos during the IEC meeting with forest occupants in Brgy. Mahabang
Parang, Naujan, Oriental Mindoro
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Republic of the Philippines
MIMAROPA Region

Pasi II, Socorro, Oriental Mindoro

DEPARTMENT OF ENVIRONMENT AND NATURAL RESOURCES

Community Environment and Natural Resources Office

IEC WITH FOREST COMMUNITIES

February 23, 2023

Brgy. Mahabang Parang, Naujan, Oriental Mindoro
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